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Ani arrives en route to New York 

AMMAN (AP) — Traqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz arrived 
ter eFnday en route to New York to prod the United Nations to lift a 
fc’ Ur 'Y ear embargo on Iraqi oil sales- Iraq embassy spokesman 
Adel Ibrahim said Mr. Aziz was leading a delegation that included 
General Amer Rashid, the head of Iraq's Military Industrial Organ isa- 
tion, to the U.N. meetings slated to begin Monday. Mr. Ibrahim said 
Ute 10-man delegation was scheduled to head for New York on 
Saturday. Another Iraqi diplomat said Mr. Aziz will meet with U.N. 


w “P ons monitoring officials to “explain that Iraq has complied with 
all U.N. resolutions pertaining to the destruction of non-conventional 
capons and that the oil embargo is no longer justified and must be 
lifted completely. Iraq has cooperated with the United Nations and wc 
hope to see a reciprocal move." 
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Hamas threatens revenge in Brooklyn 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A Palestinian group issued a veiled warning 
Friday that revenge for the mosque slaughter in the occupied West 
Bank by a Jewish settler might come in Brooklyn, New York. The 
Islamic Resistance Movement. Hamas, said in a leaflet distributed in 
the occupied Gaza Strip that the man who attacked a vanload of 
orthodox Jews in New York City was inspired by Islamic teachings. 
“We will retain the ciy of condemnation on your heads and our hand is 
backed by millions of Muslim hands that are ready to carry out their 
execution role against Jews." said the leaflet. It claimed that Rashid 
Baz was acting under Islamic inspiration when he opened Are on a van 
carrying 15 orthodox Jews on the Brooklyn Bridge March 1 . killing 
one and wounding three others. The 28-year-old Lebanese -bom taxi 
driver has been indicted on one count of murder and 14 counts of. 
attempted murder, as well as assault and weapons charges. “Islam is 
the only sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, the 
living proof is that the militant Rashid Baz, the son of Islam, moved to . 
take the soul s of the evil dregs of Jews in Brooklyn." the leaflet said. 
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‘Eid begins 
tomorrow 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief 
Islamic Justice Sheflth Izzed- 
din A1 Khatib A1 Tsuniml sa i d 
Friday that Saturday win be 
the 30th of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan and that Sunday 
will be the first day of 'EM AI 
Fitr. Sheikh Tarnimi said that 
the crescent of the lunar 
month of Shawal, which fol- 
lows Ramadan, was not sight- 
ed Friday evening and there- 
fore Saturday should be the 
fast day of Ramadan. Sh eikh 
Tarnimi congratulated His 
Majesty Kmg Hussein on the 
occasion of the feast, express- 
ing his allegiance to the King. 
He also offered condolences to 
relatives of those who were 
killed in the Feb. 25 Hebron 
massacre. 

Five wounded in 
S. Lebanon violence 

TYRE (AP) — A roadside 
bomb explosion sparked rock- 
et and artillery duels Friday 
between guerrillas and Israeli 
and allied militia gunners in 
South Lebanon. Security 
sources said at least five peo- 
ple, including a U.N. Fijian 
soldier, were wounded. No 
one was hurt in the 1 p.m. 
(1100 GMT) blast, detonated 
as two cars belonging to the 
Sooth Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia drove through the vil- 
lage. of Beit Leif, in the west- 
ern sector of Israel’s self- 
prod aimed “security zone." 
The civilians and the U.N. 
peacekeepers were wounded in 
the-retaliatory barrage on Har- 
ris, Yater, Beit Yahbun, 
Hadatha and Aita Al Jabai, 
said the sources. The five vil- 
lages. just north of the “secur- 
ity zone,” are policed by the 
U.N. Interim Force in Leba- 


French peacekeeper 
killed in Bosnia 

PARIS (R) — A French sol- 
dier serving with U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in former 
Yugoslavia was killed by sniper 
fire in the Bihac pocket of 
northern Bosnia on Friday, an 
army spokesman said. “The 
dead man was a professional 
soldier whose name will be 
released once his family has 
been advised,” the spokesman 
said. He was the 19th French- 
man to be killed on peackeep- 
ing duties in ex-Yugoslavia, 
where some 6,000 French sol- 
diers are serving with U.N. 
peackeeping forces. Bihac is a 
Muslim-held pocket sur- 
- rounded by Serb forces. 

Russia drops secrets 
case against scientist 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
prosecutors on Friday officially 
dropped a' controversial case 
against a scientist accused of 
betraying state secrets, a 
spokesman for the prosecutor- 
general’s office said. A state- 
ment released by the office 
said investigators had not 
found enough evidence to back 
charges that Vil Mirzayanov 
broke the law by giving details 
of Russian research into che- 
mical weapons development. 
The statement said Acting 
Prosecutor-General Alexei 
Ilyusheako had dropped the 
Hfrg. against Mr. Mirzayanov 
“because his actions bad not 
broken any legal norms.” 

Germany: No 

damage 

from arrest in Russia 

BONN (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s spokesman pledged 
Friday that the arrest of an 
alleged German spy by Russia 
would not damage close ties 
between Bonn and Moscow. 
Spokesman Dieter Vogel de- 
tained to confirm or deny the 
Russian charges that the un- 
named suspect, a Russian 
citizen, worked for Bonus 
federal intelligence agency 
VOrtuj- But he said Mr. Kohl s 
top aide in charge of intelli- 
gence matters, Bernd Schmid- 
bauer, had called the deputy 
head of Russian’s counter- 
espionage service on Friday 
morning to discuss the case at 
length. “There will definately 
not be any effect on Russian 
German relations,* 4 Mr. Vogel 
told reporters* 


U. S . links Security 
Council vote with 
resumption of talks 

Washington offers ‘compromise 
but PLO sees it as humiliating 


TUNIS (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher apparently has 
offered a compromise in an 
effort to woo Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat back 
to negotiations with Israel, 
Palestinian sources said Fri- 
day. 

They said Mr. Arafat re- 
ceived the offer in a letter from 
Mr. Christopher that urged 
him to resume the negotiations 
“without delay.” The letter 
was delivered to the PLO lead- 
erin the middle of the night by 
U.S. Ambassador John 
McCarthy. 

The 28-month-old talks were 
suspended after a Jewish set- 
tler killed at least 60 Muslims 
as they prayed in a Hebron 
mosque Feb. 25. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has yet to issue a resolution 
condemning the massacre be- 
cause of U.S. aridlsraeli objec- 
tions to references to Jerus- 
Iaera as an occupied territory 


and to the stationing of a fore- 
ign military presence to protect 
Palestinians. 

However, Palestinian 
sources said Mr. Christopher's 
letter to Mr. Arafat said the 
United States would support a 
resolution calling for a “tem- 
porary international or foreign 
presence in the occupied terri- 
tories” in return for the PLO’s 
resumption of talks. 

The letter did not refer to a 
foreign military presence, the 
sources said. 

Some PLO officials have 
suggested a compromise could 
mean a limited number of un- 
armed observers. 

However, the letter made it 
dear that the United States 
would continue to refuse a 
reference to Jerusalem as an 
occupied territory and likewise 
would not back a reference to 
the Geneva Convention, which 
says an occupying power must 
guarantee the protection of the 
civilians in the area it occupies, 
the sources said. . 


The U.S. delegation will ab- 
stain from the voting on these 
items when the resolution will 
be put into vote, the sources 
quoted the letter as saying. 

Mr. Arafat took the letter as 
a warning and told Mr. McCar- 
thy be could not respond be- 
fore consulting with his senior 
aides and other PLO leaders, 
according to the sources. 

Privately, the sources said 
Mr. Arafat considered the 
American demand as “humi- 
liating and harmful" and were 
not sure he could accept it. 

Mr. McCarthy handed over 
Mr. Christopher letter at 2 
a.m. (0100 GMT) after re- 
questing an urgent meeting 
with Mr. Arafat, the Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

The official PLO news agen- 
cy WAFA reported that Mr. 
Arafat had received the letter 
from Mr. Christopher “dealing 
wtib the situation in the occu- 
pied territories and efforts 

(Continued on page 5) 


No-fire-on-Jews order sparks 
Israeli indignation and outcry 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli security 
forces in Hebron are under 
orders never to shoot a Jewish 
settler who opens fire on 
Palestinians, a border police 
commander bas testified at an 
inquiry into the mosque mas- 
sacre last month. 

The government-appointed 
commission is investigating the 
killing by settler Baruch Gold- 
stein of about 60 Palestinians 
in the Tomb of the Patriarchs 
on Feb. 25. 

“Instructions are to take 
cover, wait until the dip is 
empty or the gun jams and 
then overpower him.*’ Meir 
Tayar, commander of the para- 
military border police in Heb- 
ron, told a visibly surprised 
Israeli panel. 

“Even if I had been there (in 
the mosque), 1 could not have 
done anything — there were 
special orders,” he said. 


Judge Abdul Rahman Zu’bi, 
the only Arab member of the 
five-member panel asked: 
“You mean if a settler fires at 
worshippers and you see him, 
you are not allowed to shoot 
him even in the leg?" 

Mr. Tayar said: “According 
to the instructions, as I inter- 
pret them, yes (I cannot).” 
Asked what he thought of the 
policy, he said: “Perhaps it is 
an illegal order — I am not a 
lawyer." 

The officer said the orders 
were issued, verbally, by the 
commander of the Israeli army 
brigade in the Hebron area. 
Colonel Meir Khalifi. Col. 
KhalifTs testimony on Tuesday 
did not touch on the subject.' 

The disclosure triggered cri- 
ticism in IsraeL 

“An order such as this is 
impossible to give. It’s not 
even legal,” said On Orr, a 
retired army general and chair- 


Darawshe: Syria 
is ready for peace 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
Arab lawmaker Abdul Wahab 
Darawshe said Friday that he 
did not return from a pioneer 
visit to Syria with any messages 
for the Israeli leadership from 
President Hafez AI Assad, but 
was convinced Damascus 'is 
ready for peace. 

Mr. Darawshe said Mr. 
Assad was willing to meet with 
Israeli leaders if it would bring 
real progress in the blocked 

negotiations. • 

‘The impression I got from 
the Syrian president and the 
Syrian people that both are 
ready for a comprehensive and 
just peace that can guarantee 
them the end of the occupa- 
tion," Mr. Darawshe told the 
Associated Press. 

Mr. Darawshe returned to 
Israel Friday after a four-day 
visit to Syria, during which he 
met with both Mr. Assad and 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa. 

“They are ready for com- 
plete peace with complete 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. The president has ex- 
pressed that in a very sincere 
way,” Mr. Darawshe said. 

“I hope Israel will respond 
in a positive way.” he added. 

Mr. Darawshe headed a 57- 
member delegation to Syria to 
pay condolences to Mr. Assad 
after the death of his oldest son 
Basel last. January in a car 
accident. 


A second Israeli Arab de- 
legation also plans to visit Syria 
soon, Israel Radio said. 

The delegation is to be 
headed by Ahmad Tibi, a close 
aide to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat, and Arab- 
Israeli leader Ibrahim Nimr 
Hussein, the report added. 

The unprecedented trip by 
Mr. Darawshe’s group was 
given a low-profile treatment 
by the Syrian government, 
which treated tire group as an 
ordinary Arab delegation 
offering its condolences to Mr. 
Assad. 

Mr. Darawshe also said that 
the Syrian president was still 
not convinced that Israel was 
serious about peace. 

“The Syrian president still 
believes that Israel is talking 
about peace but they are not 
doing anything on the ground. 
The president said Israel is still 
oppressing the Palestinians and 
still building and expanding 
settlements,” Mr. Darawshe 
said. 

Mr. Darawshe said he would 
try to meet with Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres to brief 
them on his visit. 

He said in addition to the 
leaders of Israel he will also tell 
the Israeli public the positive 
impression he got from Syria. 


man of parliament's foreign 
affairs and defence committee. 

Calling the orders “stupid 
and improper,” Mr. Orr, a 
reserve general, said: “It is the 
duty of whoever is in charge of 
law and order to act against 
anyone shooting, Jew or 
Arab.” 

Eliahu Ben-Elissar, a legisla- 
tor from the opposition right- 
wing Likud Party, told Israel 
Television such an order was 
“impossible ... I would see 
such a situation as grave.” 

Lawyer Dana Briskman of 
the Association for Civil 
Rights in Israel told Israel 
Television:. “It cannot be that 
there is one law for an Arab 
and one law for a Jew.” 

Major-General Shaul 
Moufaz, the military comman- 
der of the occupied West 
Bank, testified later that when 

(Continued on page 5) 

Conflict 
risk cut 

in Yemen 

SANAA (R) — Military offi- 
cials entrusted with separating 
rival Yemeni army units have 
said the risk of confrontation 
had receded. 

Aden television said the offi- 
cials had successfully ended the 
first stage of their mission to 
end military tension and con- 
frontation and return northern 
and southern forces to their 
original bases. 

In interviews with the televi- 
sion, Major-General Eid 
Kamel, Jordanian deputy chief 
of staff and a member of the 
military committee, said the 
team has “managed to contain 
the crisis and prevent it” from 
exploding. The explosive na- 
ture of the crisis has receded. It 
is now behind us. It is some- 
thing of the past.” 

The committee made up of 
Yemeni, Jordanian and Omani 
officers and the U.S. and 
French military attaches in 
Sanaa said on Wednesday 
night the response of military 
commanders to its decisions 
“has been extremely good” 
and that progress has been 
aLLU.'.'ed in separating north- 
ern and southern Yemeni un- 
its. 

Clashes between ihc forces 
took place only hours after 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and his deputy Ali Salem Al 

(Continued on page 3) 



A Palestinian worshipper, fortunate enough to 
be allowed into the Al Aqsa mosque by Israeli 


soldiers, carry his prayer mat as be walks into 
toe mosque for Friday prayers (AFP photo) 


Israel disarms Jews at 
wall, keeps Muslims away 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Police charmed 
Jews praying at the western 
wall and kept tens of thousands 
of Palestinians out of Jeru- 
salem's Old City to prevent 
violence over the Hebron mas- 
sacre during Muslim prayers 
on the last Friday of Ramadan. 

The unprecedented security 
kept Jerusalem quiet but 
Palestinians clashed with 
Israeli troops after midday 
prayers in Hebron and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Soldiers dispersed about 100 
youths who defied curfew in 
Hebron-where a Jewish-settler 
massacred at least 60 Palesti- 
nians at prayer exactly two 
weeks ago, witnesses said. 

Protests also raged through- 
out the Gaza Strip but there 
were no immediate reports of 
casualties. Most of the nearly 
two million Palestinians of the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
were barred from entering 
Jerusalem. The ban has been 
in force since the Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre. 

More than 1,500 paramilit- 
ary police swamped the narrow 


alleys beside the Dome of the 
Rock and AI Aqsa Mosque 
complex where only 20,000 
worshippers were allowed in 
for toe most important prayers 
of the Muslim fasting month. 
Normally up to 200.000 people 
would pack the complex which 
overlooks the western wall, 
which Jews rever. 

Nearly 1.800 police officers 
moved to strategic points 
around Jerusalem and forced 
Jewish worshippers to disarm 
at the gates to wall. 

. Police chief Raf Peled said 
the officers were meant to 
head off clashes linked to the 
Hebron massacre. 

“We will do everything so 
the prayers will go peacefully,'’ 
Mr. Peled said on Israel radio. 

Blue-uniformed officers 
were posted at junctions 
around the old walled city, 
barring Arabs from entering 
the complex as thousands 
beaded through other gates to 
AI Aqsa. 

“The occupation authorities 
acted aggressively against the 
Muslims and this great Friday 
by erecting checkpoints and 


dosingthe roads leading to the 
mosque," said Mohammad 
Hussein, the mosque prayer 
leader. He said there should be 
250,000 worhshtppera instead 
of the 20,000 who got through. 

During the Friday prayers 
last week police cleared the 
area around the wall as a secur- 
ity precaution. 

Troops tightened a two week 
dosure on toe occupied terri- 
tories, to prevent revenge 
attacks in Israel, barring even 
some Palestinians with special 
permits from entering. 

The dosure was imposed 
Feb. 25 after the attack at the . 
Ibrahimi mosque when settler 
Baruch Goldstein mowed 
down dozens of worshippers 
during Ramadan prayers. 

Militants have since pub- 
lished several threats to avenge 
the slayings. 

On Thursday, hundreds of 
Palestinians, their fury un- 
abated two weeks after the 
mosque massacre in Hebron, 
rolled flaming tires and hurled 
stones at Hebron’s main Jew- 

(Continued on page 3) 


Kozyrev 
in Israel 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev arrived in Tel 
Aviv on Friday and pressed 
Israel to accept an internation- 
al presence to protect Palesti- 
nians after the Hebron mosque 
massacre. 

Moscow has proposed a new 
Middle East peace conference, 
along the lines of the historic 
Madrid forum in 1991, to get 
stalled Israeli-Arab peace talks 
back on track. Israel firmly 
rejects the proposal. 

“There will be no second 
Madrid conference, and we 
will not agree to an armed 
international presence in the 
territories,” Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin told 
reporters Thursday. “I will 
politely accept the guest, but 
will make our position une- 
quivocally clear.” 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin greeted Mr. 
Kozyrev instead of- Mr. 
Kozyrev's colleague Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

“We shall gladly hear his 
support for our ideas, but the 
ideas we have heard from Rus- 
sia do not in our opinion adv- 
ance this process,” Mr. Beilin 
told reporters. 

After separate meetings with 
Mr. Peres and Mr. Rabin, Mr. 
Kozyrev was to leave for 
Tunis. 

“We must provide addition- 
al security and we support an 
international presence,” Mr. 
, Kozyrev said. 

Speaking after landing at 
12:45 p.m. (1045 GMT), 
Kozyrev added, we must adv- 
ance towards a solution and try 
to get all these pieces to fit 
together and not permit nega- 
tive momentum to gain 
ground.” 

In Tunis, a senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official on Thursday 
welcomed as constructive the 
Russian proposal for a new 
Middle East conference in 
Madrid. 


Deputies debate chances for extended session 


By Aynuan Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 12th Parlia- 
ment ends its first ordinary 
session on March 23 amidst 
strong expectations that it will 
be recalled for an extraordin- 
ary session whose agenda will 
be set by the government. 

But parliamentary sources 
said Friday the government 
had “given dear indications” it 
would not recommend to His 
Majesty the King that the cur- 
rent ordinary session be ex- 
tended. 

The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) deputies are leading the 
campaign for extending the 
regular session so that issues 
on the agenda would not be 
determined by the government 
bat they say they have little hopes 
that the executive authority 
will heed their call. 

But sources said the major- 
ity of other deputies favour the 
convening of an extraordinary 
session which would focus on 


completing what they called 
important draft legislations. 

The Constitution gives the 
King the right to extend par- 
liamentary sessions indefinitely 
but stipulates that an extraor- 
dinary session can be held at 
the request of the majoriry of 
deputies. The government 
sets toe agenda of an extraor- 
dinary session but deputies 
have the right to address all 
issues during ordinary’ sessions. 

“The government says it 
opposes the extension of the 
session in order to have time to 
run the affairs of ministries. 
But what it really wants is to 
freeze the supervisory role of 
the House,” asserted one de- 
puty. 

Parliamentary sources said 
the IAF was pushing for an 
extension of toe session so that 
it would be able to address 
political issues, mainly the 
peace process, in what one 
IAF deputy described as a 
“sensitive era” in this regard. 


“A spokesman of the IAF 
parliamentary bloc Harnzeh 
Mansour told the Jordan 
Times Friday toe front “is con- 
cerned with having the session 
extended so that the House can 
continue to supervise the work 
of the government.” 

“The front does not want the 
government to feel free from 
parliamentary control in this 
critical era. We don't want it to 
set the agenda of the House.” 
said Mr. Mansour. 

But Mr. Mansour agreed 
with other deputies that the 
session would not be extended 
and an extraordinary session 
would be called soon to 
address a number of draft laws, 
mainly the draft sales tax law. 

Deputy Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said the House had 
the * constitutionally required 
majority to ask for the conven- 
ing of an extraordinary session 
which he expected to be held 
soon due to toe urgency with 
which some legislations need 


to be completed. 

House Speaker Taher Al - 
Masri said Thursday that presi- 
dents of parliamentary blocs 
have agreed on the necessity of 
holding an extraordinary ses- 
sion, adding that the House 
would continue to consult with 
the government on the issues 
on toe agenda. 

Speaking to reporters after a 
meeting held to discuss the. 
issue, Mr. Masri said presi- 
dents of the blocs were hr 
general agreement on the. 
issues that they would like to! 
see listed on the agenda of the . 
session. 

Parliamentary sources said 
toe controversial sales [ax law 
would be on top of the agenda 
due to the urgency with which 
the government wants it 
approved. The government 
last month presented the draft 
law to the House as an impor- 
tant element of the economic 

(Continued on page 5} 


Feast turns mourning for Amman’s Hebronites 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

AMMAN — The festive mood 
as the Mali World ends the 
fasting month of Ramadan will 
not be felt in Amman's Hebron 
Gob, where feasting will be 
I replaced by a sombre memo- 
rial service for the victims of 
t he Hebro n massacre 

A notice on the door ot the 
club, similar to scores of 
Palestinian societies that keep 
alive memories of home towns 
and villages, says where to 
leave donations for the families 
of those gunned down by a 
Jewish settler in the West Bank 
city's cnfariBKid' mosque. 

~“No doubt the massacre, 
affected everyone, but it had a' 
special effect on Hebronites.” 
said Wahid Jaabari. head of 
the society. "The sadness 
showed in the faces of Hebro- 
nites because it affected every- 
one's family." 

Mr. Jaabari. from a promin- 


ent family with Hebron roots 
dating to the early days of 
Islam, counted two dead and 
20 wounded relatives among 
victims of the Feb. 25 slaugh- 
ter. 

When toe sighting of the 
new moon ends Ramadan and 
launches toe 'Eid Al . Htr feast 
— it couild be either Saturday 
or Sunday — members of the 
large and influential Hebron 
community will coverage on 
the club for readings of the 
Koran. 

After the massacre in what is 
known to Muslims as the Ibra- 
hW Mosque and to Jews as the 
Tomb of the Patriarchs, 
thousands of Hebronites flock- 
ed to the club in affluent west 
Amman for news of relatives. 

Details remain sketchy two 
weeks fater — ev« Israel «ad 
Palestinian investi- 
gators at the scene find it diffi- 
cult to determine the precise 
number of casualties. 

In toe days after the mas- 
sacre. leading Jordanians 


streamed to the club to express 
condolences: King Hussein. 
Crown Prince Hassan. Prime 
Minister Abdul Satam Al Ma- 
jali. 

It reflected both the impaci 
on all Jordanians and the influ- 
ence of the former residents of 
Hebron , a group reknowned 
for their business expertise. 

In industry, they dominate 
Jordan’s transportation, in 
government, Jawad AI Anani,‘ 
minister of information and 
prime ministerial affairs, is 
considered the key economic 
thinker. 

“There are not less than 
100,000 people in Jordan from 
Hebrop.," said Mr. Jaabari. 

Although the Israeli occupa- 
tion of toe West Bank city 
known in Arabic as Al Khalil 
only began in 1967 — pushing 
a wave of refugees over the 
border — opportunities in ear-' 
lier years had already drawn 
people to Jordan. 

Mr. Jaabari himself was 
working for the Amman gov- 


ernment in 1967 when Israel 
swept over the West Bank. Hus 
father. Sheikh Mohammad Ali 
Jaabari. a former Jordanian 
cabinet minister, stayed in 
Hebron as the mayor under toe 
occupation. 

Hebron is a conservative 
city, which in recent yean, has 
translated into support for the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas — chief rival of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) that is negotiating 
with Israel. 

“For a long time people 
were with the PLO but now it 
is retreating and they support 
Hamas more,” said Mr. 
Jaabari. “They think (PLO 
leader) Yasser Arafat is in it 
conspiracy with the Israelis.” 

The Hebron Gub shows toe 
PLO was among the victims of" 
•toe massacre. When members 
converged on the club after toe> 
massacre, those belonging ‘to 
-toe PLO were shoved and in- 
sulted. 
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U.N. agency resumes 
food airlift to Juba 


KAMPALA (Agencies) — 
The U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) is airlifting food 
to the southern Sudanese town 
of Juba to allow agencies to 
resume giving rations to more 
than 240,000 people. 

Trevor Page, WFP director 
in Uganda, told Reuters on 
Friday a chartered Boeing 707 
began the agency’s first airlift 
of food to Juba in six months 
on Thursday with two flights 
from Entebbe in Uganda. 

The plane, carrying 37 ton- 
nes of maize on each trip, will 
make three flights daily to de- 
liver 1,000 tonnes of maize to 
allow relief agencies to resume 
giving rations to the estimated 
243,000 people in Juba, where 
food stocks are low. 

WFP, food aim of the Un- 
ited Nations, said alarming 
food shortages in Juba took a 
particularly heavy toll on chil- 
dren. 

Some 65 children were re- 
ported to have died in the town 
over the last two weeks from 
disease related to malnutrition. 

A top U.S. State Depart- 
ment official said on Thursday 
the United States had urged 
the United Nations to take 
action over a government 
offensive against Chilians in 
southern Sedan. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
for African Affairs George 
Moose said the offensive had 
already displaced 110,000 dvi- 
iians and that if it continued, 
conditions will get even worse. 

He said attacks, including 
government bombings of vil- 
lages, had no possible military 
justification and the U.N. 
Security Council was consider- 
ing a draft resolution on south- 
ern Sudan. 

On Tuesday, the presidents 
of Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea 
and Uganda called on Sudan’s 
military trader and the heads 
of rebel factions to attend 
peace talk* next week to end 
their cxvD war in the south. 

Tens of thousands of civi- 
lians have fled towards the 
Ugandan border since the gov- 
ernment lannched the offen- 
sive in January. 

The war pitting the black, 
mainly and anunist Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army (SPLA) 


rebels against the now hardline 
Islamic government in Khar- 
toum broke out in 1983. 

Khaled Ardly, WFP chief in 
the Sudanese capital of Khar- 
toum, said people in Juba, held 
by the government could no 
longer afford to buy food. Sor- 
ghum prices were the highest 
in Sudan. 

“On top of the thousands of 
displaced people already re- 
liant on food aid in Juba, there 
are many other needy people 
whose meagre crops failed this 
year because of drought,'’ he 
added. 

“We can only meet 50 per 
cent of the actual daily food 
requirements in the south be- 
cause of a severe shortage of 
funds for air operations,” said 
Mr. Ardly, adding more planes 
would have to be chartered to 
avert massive suffering in com- 
ing months. 

Juba’s population has been 
largely dependent on food aid 
since 1988. General rations 
were suspended in December 
because of a shortage of food 
and the last WFP airlift to the 
town was last September. 

The agency was forced to 
start Thursday's airlift because 
a 700-tonne river barge was 
diverted elsewhere and could 
not reach Juba because the 
water level of the White Nile 
was too low. 

Kenyan call 

In Nairobi, Kenya’s foreign 
minister urged wailing groups 
in both Sudan and Somalia to 
enter direct peace talks to end 
the s u ffe rin g of innocent civi- 
lians. 

“We mge them to help spare 
human fife, end the suffering. 
The fact that sometimes even 
W nmanH arian supplies cannot 

reach the needy is appalling,” 
Minister Kalonzo Musyoka 
told reporters. 

He said Kenya hoped 
Sudanese military leader 
Lieutenant General Omar 
Hassan A! Bashir and rival 
rebel chiefs John Garang and 
Riak Machar would attend 
peace talks in Nairobi from 
March 17. 

“We consider all groups are 
invited,” said Mir. Musyoka. 



SITE OF MASSACRE: This partial view of the 
Th rahhni Mosque dated Feb. 25 shows shoes that 




h&icsgr-- 

prayers were under way and opened fire and 
threw grenades, killing at least 60 Palestinians 


belon ge d to victims of settler Baruch Goldstein rad wounding over 300 others (AFP photo) 
who entered the mosque while early morning 


Non-kosher meat ban paves way 
for majority backing for Rabin 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rubin looks 
ready to gain hack a solid 
parliamentary majority to buck 
his peace policies thanks to a 
proposed ban on importing 
non-kosher meat. 

Aryeh Deri, the leader of 
the ultra-religious Shas Party, 
said the passage of a law that 
cleared the way to ban the 
import of non-kosher meat in 
Israel meant his party eon Id 
rejoin the coalition. Mr. Rabin 
has led a minority government 
ever since Shas broke away last 
summer. 

'There will probably be an 
agreement by the end of this 
week, or the beginning of 
next.” Mr. Deri told Israel's 
Channel Two Television. 

Mr. Rabin's coalition cur- 
rently commands 56 of the 120 
seats in parliament. An addi- 
tional five legislators belonging 
to Arab parties back his poli- 
cies, giving him a bare majority 
of one. 

Shas's six legislators return 
to Mr. Rabin whul he has 
described as process. Mr. 
Rabin had said he wanted Shas 


back before he leaves for 
Washington next Wednesday 
for a meeting with President 
Clinton. 

Reports have said that Mr. 
Rabin is willing to concede 
some of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) de- 
mands for increased security 
for Palestinians' following last 
month's massacre in Hebron 
mosque by a Jewish settler. 

That could mean the dis- 
mantling of some settlements, 
the disarming of settlers, and 
the introduction of internation- 
al observers, all moves that 
would prove immensely un- 
popular among Israelis. 

The television showed Mr. 
Rabin grinning broadly after 
Wednesday's vote, which pas- 
sed 67 to nine. 

Shas left Mr. Rabin's gov- 
ernment last year when two of 
its leaders, including Mr. Deri, 
were charged with fraud and 
mismanaging party funds. 

Mr. Deri still faces trial, and 
there is a supreme court ban 
against- -his colleague.- Rafael 
Pinhasi. holding any govern- 
ment position. 


But Mr. Rabin wooed the 
party back by throwing his 
weight behind what has be- 
come known as "the meat law" 

— actually one altered para- 
_graph in a constitutional law. 

"basic law: freedom of occupa- 
tion.”' 

When Mr. Rahin was 
elected in 1992. he said he 
would use the "freedom of 
occupation'* law to privatise 
the government's monopolies a 
host of businesses, including 
meat importing. 

The government hud used its 
monopoly in the past to prevent 
the import of non-kosher meat 

— meat that fails to meet 
Jewish ritual standards — and 
Mr. Rabin's commitment led 
Shas to ask for a formal 
guarantee that private impor- 
ters could not bring in non- 
kosher meat. 

Mr. Rabin agreed, and his 
Labour Party pushed such a 
law through parliament lust 
summer, but the supreme 
court threw it out as unconsti- 
tutional. 

So Mr. Rabin set about- 
altering the constitution. 


Demirel says 

Kurdish 

deputies 

linked to 
PKK 

ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
President Suleyman Demirel 
has accused leaders and de- 
puties of the pro-Kurdish 
Democracy Party (DCP) of 
having ties with Kurdish re- 
bels. 

Mr. Demirel made the 
charges during a phone ex- 
change with German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl over the de- 
tention of the six DEP deputies 
in Ankara, the president's 
office said in a written state- 
ment. 

The statement said the Gor- 
man leader made the cull to 
express his concern over the 
deputies, detained after Tur- 
key's parliament lifted their 
immunity to force them to 
srand trial for making separat- 
ist speeches. The deputies 
could face capital punishment. 

Chief State Security Court 
Prosecutor Nusret Demiral be- 
gan questioning the six on 
Wednesday, nearly a week af- 
ter they were taken into cus- 
tody. He told reporters the 
interrogation of one of the 
MPs. whom he did not name, 
had been completed. 

The action against the law- 
makers has dismayed Turkey's 
Western allies, notably France: 
Germany and the United 
States. 

“The president told Kohl... 
the DEP deputies and party 
leaders had begun acting as if 
they were organs of the (separ- 
atist) Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). the statement .said. 

Mr. Demirel. the statement 
added, told Mr. Kohl Turkey 
had evidence linking the de- 
puties to the PKK. and said the 
national legislature had shown 
its patience by not lifting their 
immunity until now. 

“He told Kohl that he had 
on many occasions urged the 
DEP deputies to repudiate the 
PICK in public and asked them 
to continue their struggle with- 
in a constitutional frame. But 
they emphatically refused.” 
• the statement said. 


Iraqi minister refutes Mubarak’s renewed assertions 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — For the first time 
since the end of the Gulf war 
over Kuwait in 1991, Baghdad 
has dismissed charges that Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hussein 
had misled Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in the media- 
tion effort that preceded the 
Iraqi invasion of Knwait in 
August 1990. 

Instead, Iraqi Information 
Minister Yousef Humadi said 
in a report carried by the 
London-based AI Arab news- 
paper last week, President 
Saddam had cautioned Mr. 
Mubarak “not to give any'false 
assurances" to the Kuwaitis. 

The page on the dispute and 
the unexplained situation lead- 
ing to the Mubarak-reported 
Iraqi promise not to invade 
Kuwait was reopened by re- 
marks attributed to Mr. 
Mubarak by Kuwait's AI 
Qabas newspaper, which car- 
ried an interview with the 
Egyptian leader two weeks 
ago. AI Qabas quoted Mr. 
Mubarak as saying that Presi- 
dent Saddam had promised 
him. during his mediation 
efforts, that Iraq had no inten- 
tion of invading Kuwait. 

Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, 1990, several weeks 
after President Saddam and 
other Traqi leaders accused the 


Kuwaitis of exploiting Iraqi oil- 
fields on the border and under- 
mining international oil prices 
by overproduction. 

The invasion came a few 
hours after Kuwait's crown 
prince and prime minister. 
Sheikh Saad AI Abdullah AI 
Sabah, and Iraqi Vice- 
President Izzat Ibrahim met in 
the Saudi port dty of Jeddah in 
an Arab-mediated bid to de- 
fuse the crisis. Mr. Mubarak 
was one of the Arab leaders 
involved in mediating between 
the two neighbours. 

According to Mr. Humadi, 
who was then director of Presi- 
dent Saddam's office, Mr. 
Mubarak, accompanied by his 
then Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdul Meguid, (who is now 
secretary-general of the Arab 
League), Information Minister 
Safwat Sharif and Political 
Adviser Osama AI Baz, flew to 
Baghdad on July 24 in his 
mediation bid. 

Mr. Humadi said that Presi- 
dent Mubarak and President 
Saddam, met at the presidential 
palace in Baghdad. The two 
leaders held a closed-door 
meeting before aides joined 
them, said Mr. Humadi. 

According to Mr. Humadi, 
who attended the enlarged 
meeting and took minutes, 
President Saddam and Presi- 
dent Mubarak briefed the de- 
legations on what had trans- 
pired during the meeting and 


there was no mention of any 
promise that Iraq, which had 
moved its troops dose to the 
Kuwaiti border, would not in- 
vade Kuwait. 

At the outset of the enlarged 
meeting, Mr. Humadi said. 
President Saddam lamented 
the disarray in the Arab ranks 
and “how the selfish oil 
sheikhs, despite their God- 
given oil wealth and prosper- 
ity, had surrendered Arab in- 
terests to the West instead of 
trying to serve and regain Arab 
rights.” 

Mr. Hummadi quoted Mr. 
Mubarak as replying to Presi- 
dent Saddam in front of the 
delegations: “the Kuwaitis, 
Mr. President, are the Jews of 
the Gulf.” 

According to Mr. Hummadi, 
the officials accompanying Mr. 
Mubarak “nodded in agree- 
ment” when the Egyptian pres- 
ident spoke those words. 

Mr. Humadi, who was 
appointed Iraqi information 
minister a few months after the 
war over Kuwait, quoted Presi- 
dent Saddam as recalling an 
Iraqi leadership meeting in 
1977 to discuss the dramatic 
visit of then Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat to occupied 
Jerusalem. 

President Saddam, who was 
then vice-president, recalled 
be told that meeting that had 
the oil sheikhs supported 
Egypt and extended proper 


assistance to Egypt, Sadat 
would not have taken the un- 
ilateral step to make peace 
with Israel. 

The Gulf states. President 
Saddam reportedly said, “had 
led Egypt to a dead end, leav- 
ing Sadat with no alterna- 
tives." 

.According to Mr. Hummadi, 
’’had President Saddam 
spoken those words in public 
or on television, the streets of 
Egypt would have erupted into 
demonstrations in support of 
his argument.” 

During the expanded July 24 
meeting. President Saddam 
“dearly told President Mubar- 
ak that he should not give any 
assurance, of any kind, to the 
rulers of Kuwait before the 
(Aug. 1) Jeddah meeting be- 
cause (any such assurances) 
would only lead to the 
Kuwaitis stiffening their posi- 
tion,” according to Mr. Hum- 
madi. 

As it turned out, reports of 
the Jeddah meeting had said. 
Sheikh Saad behaved in a man- 
ner that insulted the Iraqis and 
dearly stated that Kuwait, was 
in no mood to listen to the 
Iraqi complaint over the oil- 
fields on the border or the 
international prices of oil. A 
few hours after that ill-fated 
meeting Iraqis invaded 
Kuwait. 

According to Mr. Humma- 


di’s account of the events of 
the week before the invasion. 
President Saddam met with 
U.S. ambassador April Glas- 
pie on July 25, one day after 
the Mubarak visit to Baghdad. 

Daring that meeting, Mr. 
Hummadi was also present. 
President Saddam was briefing 
Ms. Glaspie on the outcome of 
the Egyptian mediation and 
was interrupted by a telephone 
call from President Mubarak. 

According to Mr. Hummadi, 
President Saddam excused 
himself and went to the next 
room to take the call. “The 
fine was very bad. and the 
president bad to shout at the 
top of his voice,” Mr. Humma- 
di said, adding that all others in 
the meeting room, including 
Ms. Glaspie herself, could hear 
his end of the conversation. 

Mr. Hummadi said that 
President Saddam, during that 
telephone call, also clearly 
reaffirmed his position that 
Mr. Mubarak, in his capacity 
as a mediator, should not give 
any assurance to Kuwait be- 
fore the Jeddah meeting. 

Following the telephone 
call. President Saddam re- 
sumed his meeting with Ms. 
Glaspie and told her what he 
had discussed with President 
Mubarak and that he had res- 
tated his position that no assur- 
ance should be given to the 
Kuwaitis. 


According to Mr. Hummadi, 
President Saddam’s report on 
Mr. Mubarak’s efforts and the 
Iraqi response to it were clear- 
ly noted in the minutes of the 
Glaspie meeting. A copy of 
those minutes was sent to Mr. 
Mubarak’s adviser Baz when 
be visited Baghdad with a mes- 
sage from Mr. Mubarak. 

During a meeting with Mr. 
Baz, while receiving the mes- 
sage, President Saddam reaf- 
firmed his position and there 
was no ambiguity over the Ira- 
qi stand that unless the 
Kuwaitis responded positively 
to Baghdad’s grievances they 
would have to face the con- 
sequences. 

However, Mr. Mubarak flew 
to Kuwait shortly thereafter 
and told the Kuwaiti leaders 
that “Iraq had do plan to in- 
vade Kuwait and that he 
(Mubarak) had managed to 
defuse the crisis on bis own," 
Mr. Hummadi said. 

The comments of Mr. Hum- 
madi indicated that Baghdad 
was angered by Mr. Mubarak's 
renewed assertions over his 
mediation bid and clear 
accusation of President Sad- 
dam that he did not live up to a 
pledge of honour he pur- 
portedly made — a charge that 
cuts deep into the core of the 
Arab tradition of verbal prom- 
ises made and honoured at the 
peril of death. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lebanon brings back death penalty 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese parliament approved the 
introduction of capital punishment for political murderers in a 
late-night vote on Thursday. It also voted to make execution 
mandatory for anyone convicted of murder with intent. 
Deputies rapidly approved the measures proposed by the 
government on Monday amid nationwide indignation at the 
Feb. 27 bombing of a Maronite church near Beirut which 
killed 10 worshippers and injured 60. The law will not take 
effect until it is published in the state gazette but Maronite 
Deputy Gbassan Matar demanded its immediate application 
“even if it means daily hangings.” The death penalty has been 
frozen in Lebanon since 1983 when the last execution for 
murder was carried out. Existing laws envisage capital 
punishment for murder in criminal cases only, but they give 
judges broad discriminatory powers to avoid imposing the 
death penalty which have teen cancelled under the new 
measure. 

Kahane’s son jailed for attack 

TEL AVIV (R) — Binyamm Kahane, 28-year-old son of late 
anti-Arab Rabbi Meir Kahane, was jailed for nine months on 
Thursday for an attack on police and an illegal gathering in 
1991, Israel’s Itim news agency said. Israeli Magistrate 
Amiram Sharon in the town of Hadera passed the sentence on 
Mr. Kahane, head of the militant “Kahane Lives” movement 
formed after his father’s assassination in New York in 1990. 
Police said he was jailed immediately. Itim said Mr. Kahane 
was convicted of attacking police, obstructing policemen from 
doing their jobs and joining an illegal gathering on the way to 
the town of Umm AI Fahem where Meir Kahane had 
organised anti-Arab protests. 

Hundreds pray.for ailing Schneerson 

TEL AVTV (R) — Hundreds of Orthodox Jews prayed 
Thursday on behalf of ailing New York Rabbi Menachem 
Schneerson, 91, whom many of them believe to be the 
Messiah. While they prayed, they were told that Rabbi 
Schneerson’s condition had worsened since his admission to a 
New York hospital on Tuesday. One of the leaders said they 
had just received information he was being taken to another 
hospital after it was discovered be was paralysed now on the 
right side of his body. Last week Rabbi Schneerson. grand 
rabbi of the ultra-orthodox Lubavitch movement, underwent 
an operation to remove a cataract from one eye. Four teenage 
students who were returning home after attending a prayer 
session for him after the surgery were shot last week as their 
van travelled over the Brooklyn bridge. One died from his 
wounds on Saturday. 

Irish businessman held on Iran arms charge 

MIAMI (AP) — A magistrate has denied bail to an Irish 
businessman accused of plotting to smuggle Un- 
manufactured night vision goggles to Iran. Prosecutors said 
Thomas McGuinn, 57, of County Sligo had travel documents, 
a pilot’s license and access to large amounts of money, and was 
therefore a fright risk. Defence attorney Ira Loewy offered to 
surrender all travel documents, sign papers waiving future 
extraction, and have his dient wear an electronic bracelet. 
But U.S. Magistrate Linnea Johnson agreed with Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Wilfredo Fernandez, ordering Mr. McGuinn 
held without bail until his next hearing, scheduled for April 7. 
Mr. McGuinn, who operates Mac Aviation (Ireland) Ltd., is 
accused of a violating U.S. export laws by attempting to 
smuggle into Iran 200 pairs of the Litton night vision goggles, 
which can be used by military pilots. He attempted to buy the 
goggles from a U.S. Customs Service undercover agent, saying 
they were intended for Irish air-sea rescue. Mr. McGuinn'had 
$6 million in Iranian letters of credit with him when he was 
arrested by customs agents last week at Miami International 
Airport. He is being held at the Federal Metropolitan 
Correctional Centre outside Miami. 

Israeli army reprimands general 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli army on Thursday reprimanded 
a general for a 1992 training accident in which five soldiers 
were killed. It said former Chief Staff Dan Shomron, acting on 
the army’s behalf, had issued an administrative reprimand to 
Major-General Amiram Levin. The soldiers, members of an 
elite training unit, were killed by a missile accidentally fired 
during a training exercise at Tse'elim in the desert in 
November 1992. Six were wounded. Gen. Shomron issued a 
note — a lesser punishment than a reprimand — to the 
personal fife of Major-General Uri Saguy, now the chief of 
military intelligence, over the incident. An army communique 
said no direct Link was found between the general’s activities 
and the accident. Israel Radio said the action would not 
prevent either from being promoted. The government sus- 
pended two foreign journalists for several weeks at the time of 
the accident for bypassing^ military censorship. 

Israelis urged to quit Bophuthatswana capital 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israelis living in Mmabatho, capital of the 
black homeland Bophuthatswana, have been advised to leave 
in the wake of the government's collapse, an official said 
Friday. A statement from Israel’s foreign ministry Thursday 
night said about 50 Israelis lived in the Mmabatho area. 
Israelis living in other areas of Bophuthatswana were advised 
to stay at home and in touch with the embassy in Pretoria. 
“We asked the Israelis to leave because we saw two days ago 
that there was going to be a coup, said Alton Liel, the Israeli 
ambassador in Pretoria, in a telephone interview Friday. Mr. 
Liel said that Israel has never recognised Bophuthatswana as 
an independent homeland. He stressed that Israelis who have 
reportedly gone there as agricultural or economic advisers 
were in a “private capacity.” not sanctioned by the Israeli 
government 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773H1-I9 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 Lcs Advcnluricrs Dc L’Espacc 

17;41 L’Ecolc Des Fans 

18- 30 Bcaumanoir 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 Ushuaia 

19- jO News in Hebrew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20- jO Family Mailers 

2IHJ0 Local Programme 

22:00 New* in English 

22:50 Fcaiurc Film: "Vice Versa" 

PRAYER TIMES 

■ Fa i r 

l$:$t ( Sunrise ) Duha 

3 2:45 Dhuhr 

15:06 .T..-AV 

17:41 Maghreb 

IS^S '1^° 

CHURCHES 

St Mary Of Nazareth Church SwelfMt 
Tel. 81074(1 

Assemblies of God Church. Tci. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tci. 6245*10. 
Church of the Annunciation Tci. 
637440. 

Dc la Sulk Church Tci. 661757 
Tcmwxta Church Tci: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tci. 
62354!. 


Angflran Chnrcfa Tci. 630K51. Tci. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tci. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tci. 771751. 

A muon International Church. Td. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Charch Tci: 
824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tci. 6R41V5 
The Church of Jew Christ of Latter- 
Day SataU Tci. 823824, 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tcl.675691. 

The Evaageitad Local Church in Am- 

man 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER * 

Bulletin supplied by the Deportment of 
Meteorology. 

It will be cloudy and cold with 
occasional rainfall in various parts of 
Ihc Kingdom, and winds becoming 
southwesterly moderate lo active. In 
Aqaba. partly doudy weather condi- 
tions will prevail with a chance of 
scattered showers. Winds will be 
southerly moderate and seas calm. 


ORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDA! 


Amman 

Aqaba 


Min /Max. temp. 

3 1 10 

11/19 


Deserts i 3/17 

Jordan Valley 8/17 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 11. Aqaba 20. Humidiiy readings: 
Amman 52 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassim Oaddnmi 648633 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad 846070 

Dr. Fafchri Jaych 885880 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayim 6201 15 

Rras pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 637(155 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoab pharmacy 644945 

Shtncsaiti pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ERB1D: 

Dr. Mohammad Khalil 273009 

AlQuds Pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rajcfa Saqr 901290 


Khafifch pharmacy .1 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency ........... 199 

Rescue Police 192. 62111 1.637777 


.77512! 

Hichwav Police 843402 


..896390 

PaMkScauity Department 

Hotel Complaints 

...630321 

..605800 

..661176 

Water and Sewerage 

.. H97467 

Amman Municipality 




Telephone Information 

121 

Overseas Calls 

Central Amman Telephone 

.. 01(1230 
.. 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .... 

.6611(11 
.. 773111 

Radio Jordan 

..774111 


Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information OX-532BO 

Queen Alb IntL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisaai Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227ft 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164ft 

Italian. ALMuhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashraficb 7751 1 1/26 

Array, Marka 891611/15 

Queen ABa Hospital 602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 109)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlH&na Modem Hopital (09)990990 

HUUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (021275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Aiiport Td. (08)53200-5. where It 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

■ Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

65:36 Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

•MS .. New Delhi (RJ) 

9fc25 - Aipba (RJ) 

•MO Dtuhran(RJ) 

•£56 ...................... Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

lfcM Beirut (RJ) 

— Cfttortbo(RJ) 

ISM New Yotk. Amaadun (RJ) 

IfcS Cairo (RJ) 

17:55 London. Berlin (RJ) 

VkM Frankfurt Vienna (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

•2*2 Vienna (OAi 

If"* Sanaa (1Y) 

12* RomctAZ) 

Dubai (EM) 

■“=" Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

23:35 Cairo (MS) 

depastures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

• £•• Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

llsJI .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

J* 5 * Paris. Brussel (RQ 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

££ Cairo (RJ) 

nr? Larnaca (RJ) 

“*■“ Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

••■Jeddah (RJ) 

3,130 Abu Dhabi. Duhai (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Jfiif Beirut (RJ) 

2 V S«“CIY) 

JrS Larnaca (CY) 

JfS Vienna (OA) 

EE Damascus. Paris (AF) 

E£ Amsterdam (KL) 

*** - Cairo (MS) 


HL1AZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dip. Ana &00 a.m. every Monday 

Air. Ih n M B c w 5:00 p.m. every Monday 

Dtp. Dumas .. 730 am. crcty Sunday 

Arr. Amman ......... 5:00 pm. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppct/krwcr price in fife per kg. 

Apple 550/ 650 

Banana jgg 

Banana (Mukammar) " 620 

Cabbage - 70/40 

C™ 170/120 

Cauliflower 280/200 

Clementine 260 / 3X1 

Cucumbers (large) 150/100 

Cucumbers (small) 280/200 

Egfftet 280/160 

£***•■••: 1 100/800 

5™PC Fruit 22llr!70 

Green beans 680/ 4$u 

^ 3non 170/100 

“ arrow ( |a *8C) 120/80 

Marrow (small) 250 / 

Olives (green) 70W500 

480/ 100 



™ppcr inotj 500 / 400 

550/400 

280/ 180 
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LAST RAMADAN FRIDAY PRAYERS: His 
Majesty King H ossein attends the last Friday 
prayer of Ramadan at the King Abdallah Mos- 
que in AJbdali. Also attending the prayer were 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Their 
Royal Highne sses Prince Abdullah Ben A1 Hus- 
sein and Prince Talal 3en Mohammad, the 
King’s military secretary. Royal Coart Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and senior militar y and 
civil officials. The King and worshippers listened 


to Friday sermon, which was delivered by 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Satam A1 Abbadi- In his sermon Dr. Abbadi 
noted King Hussein’s continuous endeavours to 
unite Arab ranks and heal inter-Arab rifts 
particularly at this time when the Arab Nation is 
facing tremendous challenges. Dr. Abbadi said 
the King has worked day and night to turn 
Jordan into a model for the building and respect 
of human rights (Petra photo) 



Hot Majesty Queen Noor Thursday presents a 
certificate and shield to Helwa.Malhas, one of 18 
women honoured for tbei£ Voluntary work' in 
Social development. Right is Haifa Abu Gha- 


zalefa, “president of the General Federation of 
Jordanian Women which organised: the, event 
t Photo by George CryftatV ; » rjl ’ 

\ \ jv-a *-.o mo 


18 Jordanian women honoured 
for work in social development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Eighteen 
Jordanian women Thursday 
were honoured for their 
pioneering work in the social 
development sector in a cere- 
mony held to mark Interna- 
tional Women's Day. 

The ceremony was held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, who is 
the honourary president of the 
General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Women (GFJW). the 
organiser of Thursday’s event. 

In her opening remarks, 
GFJW President Haifa Abu 
Ghazaieh thanked Queen 
Noor for her support and en- 
couragement for wider in- 
volvement of women in the 
development process. 

Dr. Abu Ghazaieh discussed 
the advances that have been 
achieved by women in recent 
years in the areas of education 
and employment. She con- 
cluded her remarks by saying 
that the efforts of many Jorda- 
nian women leaders, epito- 
mised by the Queen's efforts, 
have “transformed our society 


•from an inert and traditional 
one into a more developed and 
dynamic social realm.” 

In ’am Mufti, speaking on 
behalf of the women leaders, 
thanked Queen Noor for pat- 
ronising this annoal event, and 
described the Queen's efforts 
in the development sector as a 
driving force and a catalyst in 
the emancipation of women 
and the improvement of the 
quality of life of their families. 

Mrs. Mufti said that the con- 
solidated efforts of the various 
voluntary societies and the 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions have been key to main- 
taining sustainable develop- 
ment. 

Most of the women being 
honoured were teachers, and 
all have actively participated in 
the establishment and con- 
tinuing efforts of non- 
governmental, non-profit in- 
stitutions and organisations de- 
dicated to the socio-economic 
development of the nation's 
women. 

Many of the awardees have 


for over 25 years volunteered 
much of their time to charity 
work, donating their experi- 
ence and talents. 

Towards the end of the cere- 
mony, held at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (RCC), Queen 
Noor presented.- the women 
with a certificate of recognition 
and a shield. 

The awardees ''were : In’am 
Mufti, Isa’af Shukair, Emily 
Naffa’, Intisar Jardaneh, Asma 
Mdanat, Bnthaina Jardaneh, 
Hehva Malhas, Rose Shawki 
Louza, Siham AI Qasem, 
Eideh AI Mudaq, Mary Shafiq 
Aghabi, Mediha Bakir Koukh, 
Nabiha Othman AI Hassan, 
Nayfeh AI Majali. Nahleh 
Maknai, Huda Suleiman Hi- 
jazi, Haifa Malhees AI Bashir, 
and Widad Hassan Khalifeh. 

The Queen was received 
upon arrival by Minister of 
Social Development Moham- 
mad Sqour, Minister of Cul- 
ture Amin Mahmoud. RCC 
Director Iyad Qattan, Dr. Abu 
G haza ieh and members of the 
GFJW Executive Committee. 



King receives cable from Sultan 
of Brunei 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Friday received a telephone call from Sultan 
Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei, congratulating him 
on Eid AI Fitr and his performing of the Umra to 
Mecca. 

Crown Prince praises armed forces 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Thursday stressed Jordan s pivotal 
role in the region and lauded the Jordanian 
Aimed Forces in ensuring stability. During avisit 
to the 12th Royal Mechanised Division. Prince 
Hassan said His Majesty King Hussein directs 
special attention to the armed forces and to the 
retired servicemen, who constitute a supjwmng 
army. The Crown Prince noted the armed forces 
contribution to maintaining world peace through 
participation in the United Nations peace- 



in to grant Jordan E 1 Jim 

k N (Petra) — Jordan and Britain Thurs- 
ned two memoranda of understanding 
vhicb the British « government ™llg*e 
two grants. The first will be £712,000 to 
drilling equipment for AI Disi Water 
i the south of Jordan. The second gram of 


£4&$,uuu will be used to finance additional 
consultancy sendees on AI Disi Water Basin. The 
memoranda were signed by Planning Minister 
Ziad Fariz and British Ambassador to Jordan 
Peter Robert Hinchcliff. 

Jordan to participate in Dubai 
commercial exhibit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan along with 19 Arab 
and foreign countries will take part in the 
International Commercial Spring Exhibition, 
which will be held March 16 in Dubai, according 
to Halim Abu Rahmeh, the executive director of 
the Jordanian Exporters Society (JES). Mr. Abu 
Rahmeh said 19 Jordanian industries will take 
part in the exhibition, scheduled re t five days. 
He said the exhibition will provide a good 
opportunity for introducing high-quality Jorda- 
nian industries to participating countries. 

Computer science specialisation 
accredited 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The computer science spe- 
cialisation at Princess Sumaya University College 
for Technology has been accredited by the 
Higher Education Council. The college was 
established in 1991 offering courses in computer 
science, leading to the bachelor degree. In 1993. 
it opened a new field of specialisation, namely 
electronics engineering, thus awarding the bache? 
lor degree in both specialisations. 


Cold, cloudy weather 
expected until Monday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A cold 
front and depression centred 
east of Cyprus will continue to 
affect the Kingdom, according 
to the Meteorology Depart- 
ment. 

Weather forecaster Moham- 
mad Bataineh Friday told the 
Jordan Tones that the depress- 
ion will last through Sunday 
and gradually taper off Mon- 
day. 

According to Mr. Bataineh, 
the country can expect cold, 
partly cloudy to cloudy and 
scattered showers through 
Sunday. Winds will be south- 
westerly moderate to fresh, he 
said. 

On Mondav. Mr. Bataineh 


expects a gradual rise in 
temperatures with a chance for 
scattered showers in the north- 
ern parts of the Kingdom. 

He said it will be sunny on 
Tuesday, and another tangible 
rise in temperatures will occur. 

Mr. Bataineh said there was 
a chance of clouds appearing at 
various altitudes on Wednes- 
day and a possibility of scat- 
tered showers in the northern 
and central parts of Jordan. 

Scattered showers fell on 
Jordan Thursday evening and 
Friday, indicating an improve- 
ment in the amount of rainfall 
in the Kingdom, which until 
the end of February was far 
below the annual average. 


Naour man found 
stabbed to death 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police in Naour 
are investigating the myste- 
rious death of a 57-year-old 
man who was found stabbed 
in his bed Wednesday even- 
ing, police reports said. 

Ibrahim Abdul Hafez, a 
close friend of rhe victim, 
told police he became con- 
cerned about his friend, 
Salem Ali, when he did not 
report to work for several 
days. 

Mr. Abdul Hafez told 
police he went to the victim's 
house with some of his col- 
leagues from work to check 
on Mr. Alt. He said that 
when they asked Alt’s mother 
about her son. the mother 
went to check on him at his 
home nearby and discovered 
her son's body. 

The mother told police her. 
son was separated from his 
wife and lived in a small 
apartment, while his wife 
lived with her. 

Preliminary investigations 
by police indicated that Mr. 
AJi had recently sold a piece 
of land he owned for 
JD120.000 and kept the 
money in a bank. 

The authorities did not try 
to link the murder to the 
money or the land sale, but a - 
police official told the Jordan. 
■Ti rries that it is possible that 
money or the real estate deals 
may have something to do 
with the case. 


Criminal investigators who 
examined the body and the 
scene of crime said there was 
a tie wrapped tight around 
Mr. All’s neck. In their re- 
port they said Mr. Ali's body 
received several stabs in the 
stomach and heart. 

As of Friday evening, 
police were still investigating 
the crime and searching for 
the murder weapon. 

Shooting on the road 

A driver of a pick-up truck 
on his way to Salt from Wadi 
Shueib reported to police 
Thursday that he was shot at 
by another pick-up driver for 
failing to allow the other driv- 
er to overtake him on the 
two-lane Wadi Shueib Road, 
a police report said. 

Khalaf Ahmad (35) told 
police that a pick-up truck 
driver started bumping and 
hitting his truck from the 
back, then fired gunshots at 
Mr. Ahmad. Mr. Ahmad 
continued driving until he 
reached the Salt police sta- 
tion and reported the inci- 
dent. 

Police searched for and 
.arrested a 29-year-old man 
identified as M.S., who the 
report said, confessed to fir- 
ing several shots to scare Mr. 
Ahmad because he claimed 
Mr. Ahmad refused to allow 
hym'to'dvertake Him on'Wed*‘ 
Shiieib Road: ^ M-f 

A police official 1 Said' t>o!K' 
men are being detained by 
police. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

it Book exhibition at the Safeway International. 

* Art exhibition by artist Jala! Ariqat at Ab’ad Art Gallery (10:00 
a.m. - 8:00 p.m. except Fridays). 

☆ Wood carving exhibition by artist Samer Ousama at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

☆“Permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contemporary artists at 
Darat AI Funun of the Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation in 
Jabal Luweibdefa (Tel. 643251/2). 

☆ Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at Orfali 
Art Gallery (Tel.' 826932). 

FILM 

it Film in French entitled “Le Cbevre” at the French Cultural 
Centre on Monday March 14 at 8:00 p.m. 

ABC WEEKLY NEWS 

it ABC Weekly News Highlights and the MacNeil-Lehrer News 
Hoar at the American Center on Tuesday March 15 at 5:00 
p.m. 


Israel disarms Jews at wall 

(Conthiued Cram page 1) 


ish enclave. 

Israeli troops responded 
with bullets and tear gas. Six- 
teen Palestinians were wound- 
ed and two dozen were treated 
for tear gas inhalation. 

Thursday’s attack came after 
a curfew was lifted briefly. 

Protesters screaming “Set- 
tlers out" set tyres ablaze and 
rolled them towards army posi- 
tions. Protests also erupted 
near the Tomb of the Pat- 
riarchs. 

Palestinians with slingshots 
buried stones at soldiers pro- 
tecting the Beit Hadassah set- 
tler compound. The troops 
fired teargas, live ammunition 
and rubber bullets into groups 
of Palestinians. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) wants 
Beit Hadassah and several 
other settlements evacuated to 
ease tension and dear the way 
for resuming Israel-PLO peace 
talks. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
and Israel’s Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin were expected 
to meet in Washington within 
two weeks to try to get the 
talks back on track, Palestinian 
sources said Thursday. 

Thursday's violence began 
after the army lifted the curfew 


for two hours to allow Palesti- 
nians to shop for this 
weekend's ‘Eid AI Fitr holi- 
day. 

Noam Arnon, a spokesman 
for the 450 settlers in Hebron, 
said Palestinians used mosque 
loudspeakers overnight to. 
threaten the settlers in Heb- 
rew. “Your day will come, and 
we will destroy ail of you," he 
quoted rhe message as saying. 

Beit hadassah resident Dan- 
ny Hizmy said the army asked 
settlers to stay indoors while 
the curfew was lifted, but 
several defied the request to 
show they could not be cowed. 

Elsewhere, Israeli troops 
shot and killed an 18-year-old 
Palestinian, Musa Dawas, dur- 
ing a clash Thursday in the 
Dier AI Balab refugee camp in 
the occupied Gaza Strip. 

A Jewish family moved into 
the Israeli enclave in the bean 
of Hebron on Friday. 

Police charged three Jewish 
settlers from neighbouring 
Kiryat Arba who had publicly 
lauded the mosque killings. 

The three — Shmuel Ben- 
Yishai, Am non Tadmor, and 
Aryeh Ben-Yosef — were 
charged under the prevention 
of terrorism act, a police 
spokesman said. ! 


Official says no Iraqi move 
to exclude Jordanian truckers : 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Jorda- 
nian official on Friday denied 
that the Iraqi ministry of trans- 
port had taken a decision to 
exclude private Jordanian 
truckowners from transporting 
Iraq-bound imports through 
Aqaba and local operators had 
misunderstood an administra- 
tive move by the Iraqi minis- 
try. 

Av .1 AI Tai, secretarv- 
generm of the Jordanian Minis- 
try of Transport, said the deci- 
sion only meant that all trucks 
carrying Iraq-bound cargo 
from Aqaba should approach 
the Iraqi-Jordanian Land 
Transport Company (ULTC) 
rather than a coordinating 
office of the Iraqi government 
at the port for their cargo 
manifest. 

“There was no Iraqi ministry 
of transport decision to ex- 
clude the Jordanian private 
sector operators from trans- 
porting goods from Aqaba to 
Iraq,’’ Mr. Ta! told the Jordan 
Times Friday. “Local oper- 
ators misunderstood the admi- 
nistrative decision to shift the 
manifest handling procedures 
to the ULTC and hence the 
outcry.” 

Mr. Tal was referring to a 
memo sent by private transport 
owners to the Ministry of 
Transport complaining that the 
purported Iraqi decision meant 
a severe blow to them. 

Their inference, according 
to reports in the local press, 
was that the Iraqi ministry of 
transport was seeking to limit 
all transport operations of 
Iraq-bound cargo to the 
ULTC, which is owned by the 
Jordanian and Iraqi govern- 
ments, and cut out the private 
sector from Iraq-related opera- 
tions, a mainstay income for 
the Jordanian transport indus- 
try. 

Mr. Tal said his information 
that there was no such decision 
except the administrative move 
came after contacts with all 
parties concerned. 

“There is no change at all 
over the status of the Jorda- 


nian private sector operators 
or anyone else for that mat- 
ter," he told the Jordan Times. 
"Everything is as they were 
previously." 

Iraqi sources also said that 
they were not aware of any 
decision to limit transport of 
Iraq-bound goods to the 
ULTC. 

“There has been concern in 
Baghdad that the company was 
not doing well following the 
imposition of the sanctions 
against Iraq,” said an informed 
Iraqi source, referring to the 
sweeping trade embargo that 
the United Nations Security 
Council slapped on Iraq fol- 
lowing the August 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“But the concerns have 
changed with the company's 
performance during 1993.” 
added the source. 

After reporting a loss in 
1992, the ULTC reported a 
JD 3 million profit for 1994 at 
a meeting of the company's 
board of directors in Baghdad 
in February. 

By virtue of its constitution, 
the company board is chaired 
by the ministers of transport of 
Iraq and Jordan. 

Transport Minister Adeeb 
Halasa, who attended the 
Baghdad meetings in Febru- 
ary. was not available for com- 
ment on Friday since he was out 
of the country. 

The ULTC taking charge of 
the handling of cargo manifest 
with truck-owners as well as 
the Jordanian-Iraqi border 
post at Treibil could mean a 
loss for the local sector if the 
company exercised discrimina- 
tion and refused to issue man- 
ifests to non-ULTC trucks. 

But, the company owns only 
420 trucks, far below the actual 
number that is needed for a 
regular flow of cargo unloaded 
at Aqaba port, industry 
sources noted. 

According to Mr. Tal, there 
are between 6,000 and 7.000 
Jordanian trucks, most of them 
engaging in plying Iraq-bound 
cargo from Aqaba as well as 
Jordanian companies which 
supply food and medicine to 
Iraq (food and medicine are 


exempted from the sanctions ; 
: gainst Iraq). 

The concern of Jordanian - 
truck operators came after 
f -ars that the reopening of 
' aq’s Umm Qasr port in the . 
Julf also had a negative im- • 
pact on the volume of Iraq-, 
bound cargo being brought to 
Aqaba for land transport to 
Iraq. 

According to Mr. Halasa 
and other Jordanian a id Iraqi 
officials, Baghdad has assured 
Amman that it had no inten- 
tion to divert all Iraqi imports 
to Umm Qasr and that there 
twill be a minimum level of 
Iraq-bound carga coming 
through Aqaba. 

Shipowners are reluctant .o 
send their vesst.s to Umm . 
Qasr for several reasons, start- 
ing with fears of left-over 
mines from the l 1 4 >88 Iran- 
Iraq War and t’.e 1991 war 
over Kuwait :u. 1 high pre- 
miums charged h; insurance 
companies which « ominue to 
lisr Umm Qasr as potentially 
perilous port. 

The United I ations re- 
portedly approved a recent Ira- 
qi request to open .e a shuttle 
freighter service h :tw**en the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and Lfinm Oasr. which the 
Iraqi authorities cleared and 
declared ready to receive ships 
in November last year. 

Scant details are available on 
the service, but shipping circles 
here believe that large freigh- 
ters that cannot be handled at 
Umm Qasr — which can only 
handle ships under a 25.000 
tonne capacity — will be di- 
verted to one of the UAE ports 
where the cargo could be split, 
up and loaded on tosmaller ves-' 
sels and sent to Umm Qasr. 

According to shipping 
sources in the Gulf, an average . 
of two ships pass through the 
Gulf to Umm Qasr every, 
week, all of them under the 
25,000-tonne capacity that the 
port could accommodate. 

They mostly originate in the 
Far East and carry food items. 
— wheat from Australia, rice 
from Thailand and Vietnam - 
etc. 



Baqaa camp Zakat Committee head Omar ftmd from Japanese Ambasador lo Jordan Yuji 
Tabaza Thursday receives a donation to the Ikeda (Petra photo) 


JNRCS receives equipmer t 
_ from Germany and Japan 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan 77mes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
National Red Crescent Socie- 
ty (JNRCS) Friday received 
$384,000 worth of equipment 
from Germany for the expan- 
sion of the society's Hilal 
Hospital in Amman, accord- 
ing to JNRCS President 
Mohammad Hadid. Dr. 
Hadid told the Jordan Times 
that the equipment will be 
used in the operation theatres 
at the new facilities expected 
to be completed in three 
months. 

He said the expansion will 
raise the hospital’s capacity 
from 63 to 150 beds. 

The society Thursday 
signed an agreement with 
Japan for a donation of 
$50,000 worth of equipment 
to the Hilal Hospital. 

The agreement, which was 


signed by Dr. Hadid and 
Japanese Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Yuji Ikeda, stipulates 
that the equipment is to be 
used at the hospital’s 
maternity care unit. 

Dr. Hadid said the dona- 
tion was the second by Japan 
to the JNRCS. 

Last year, he said, the 
Japanese Red toss donated 
an X-ray unit worth 
$250,000, and Mr. Ikeda. he 
added, has promised more 
aid over the coming years. 

Accompanied by Dr. 
Hadid, Mr. Ikeda toured the 
hospital's different sections 
and inspected the work on 
the expansion project. 

Dr. Hadid voiced apprecia- 
tion to the German and 
Japanese governments for 
their assistance. 

Also Thursday, Mr. Ikeda 
signed an agreement for a 
$57,000 donation to the char- 


itable clin c of the Zakat and 
Alms Co nmittee in Baqaa 
camp w >ich offers free 
medical services to 600 
Palestinia refugee families. 

Tie do arion will be used 
to purch ie equipment in- 
cluding e electrocardio- 
graph a portable X-ray. 

Mr. « • Tabaza . head 

of the ■ s zakat commit- 
tee, tht the ambassador 

for the .non. noting that 

the dim: rfers 24-hour ser- 
vice to li.e local residents. 

Mr. Ikeda also signed an 
agreement pledging "to build 
and equip Mothers' Bakery, 
a bakery in Baqaa camp 
which will be established by 
the Young Men's Christian 
Association (YMCA) as an 
income-generating establish- 
ment for camp residents. 

The bakery will be oper- 
ated by the mothers of dis- 
abled children in the camp. 


Conflict risk reduced in Yemen 

(Continued from page 1) 


Beidh signed an aocoru in Jor- 
dan in February providing for 
political, economic, military 
and administrative reforms. 

Gen. Kamel expressed the 
hope the first stage would give 
Yemeni authorities “ample 
time to review their attitudes 
and reorganise their home in a 
way serving the interests of the 


Yemeni people." 

“Almost all forces have re- 
turned to their bases,” he 
added. 

Omani Major-General 
Abdul Aalem Mustahail said 
an unauthorised checkpoints 
and road-blocks, set up in re- 
cent weeks by rival army units, 
had been removed. 


“All forces which moved 
during the recent clashes have 
now gone back to their original 
positions,” he said. 

Mr. Saleh merged his con- 
servative North Yemen with 
the former Marxist South Ye- 
men, led by Mr. Beidh. in Niay 
1990 but differences erupted 
last August between the two 
leaders paralysing the govern- 
ment of the impoverished 
country. 
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Dismay can’t blur vision 


THE JORDA mAN media and political parties have by and large 
refrained froo i commenting on Saudi Arabian King Fahd’s failure 
to meet with His Majesty King Hussein during the monarch's 
performance c ' the Umra on Tuesday. By not addressing the visit 
and its ramiQ atioos, which have naturally been of tremendous 
interest to otc 1 public, our politicians and commentators have 
toiled to five *q to people’s expectations and forfeited an important 
role (bey \ave long claimed for themselves in reflecting public 
opinion and concerns. 

There are reasons, of course, which might be died by the two 
groups in justification of this posture. The first is the attempt by 
senior officials to downplay the political significance of the trip to 
Saadi Arabia, which is evident in the official coverage oT the event. 
IT the gov ernm ent maintains that the visit was undertaken for 
purely rdigioas p ur poses, bow can, why should, the politicians and 
journalists tl wmrf ««s attach poGtkal significance to it? The 
second reason, which some jocnmlists at least are citing, is simply 
that “we were Mamed before for not giving the Saudi- Jordanian 
rteoncaiatioa its doe chance (recall what the prime minister said 
on this score on Jan. 10); what should we be expected to do now? 
“Those journalists reason that should relations be farther 
strained, or another attempt at mending fences be thwarted in tbe 
totare, they might he held responsible. The government, though it 
did indeed play down the political import of the visit, which it has 
tbe right to do anyway, has wisely stayed out of the unofficial 
media’s way this time. And it is to its credit that it tried to tell 
nobody what to do. A third reason might be that “Jordan, being a 
small country, cannot afford an escalation with Saudi Arabia, or 
any other country for that matter, and we must not take things 
personally anyway.’* 

These could be plausible justifications for a passive attitude 
towards what might otherwise be regarded as a blatant disregard 
for our feelings as Jordanians by King Fahd, who chose not to 
show traditional Saudi courtesy towards oar King. Bat real as 
these justifications may seem, they are not good enough to satisfy 
the widespread dismay winch is gripping our people, right across 
the board. 

Jordan (fid not see eye to eye with Saudi Arabia daring the Gulf 
ci te and war, it is true. But neither our King nor his people 
should have ten M a l t ed by any Arab for rejecting the Iraqi 
of Kuwait and at the same time calling for an Arab 
to the ate. What is more. His Majesty has repeatedly 
cx f T—td hb wiBhigness to apologise for any personal offence be 
«*ght have committed against the Saadi monarch. King Fahd 
think he had every reason to break with tradition and not 
receive a visiting bead of state while performing the pilgrimage to 
Mecca and Medina. But he should know that not one Jordanian 
feeb he had the right or justification to ignore the presence in the 
b of a brother and a long-time ally, even though 
differe n c es between them aright still exist. 

The people of Jordan, we would Eke to inform him, are offended 
by Ms attitude, not only because he broke with Arab tradition of 
bospitafity and magnanimity, but also because bolding grudges 
and dweflfog on past differences wffl not solve problems, especially 
among Arabs who are fighting for their political survival as a 
nation necking prosperity and progress. Being hurt will not make 
m petty and vengcfnl, however. We will pursue (he goal of unity 
wad harmony with aB our Arab brethren under all circumstances, 
but with our heads held high. 

Hb Majesty, the symbol of this country for many years past and 
i to come, b wc B -recogn i sed for Us magnanimity and total 
; commitment to serving the Arab cause. His ability and willingness 
! to forgive and forget an unccremooMus behaviour by any brother 
! b beyond doubt. We should expect King Fahd too will want to open 
■ a new page in relations with Jordan. Continued estrangement 
between as b purposeless at best. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


TT IS not enough fi r the U .N. Security Council to issue a 
statement condemning the Israeli crime in Hebron of last 
month because this would not solve any problem, said Al Ra'I 
daily. The paper said what is required is a world community 
action to end the occupation and end the suffering of the 
Palestinian people. ? .ere words of sympathy can by no means 
appease the Arab .-mi Muslim masses in Palestine and 
elsewhere of Arab 'orid. it is regrettable to say that the 
official Palestinian J. tiy.-thcr with the stands of the Arab 
and Islamic regun.- vhicli railed to support a meaningful 
action by the Unit. • ' .ittons to deal with the isv . no doubt 
encouraged the Is- ■ to pursue their atrocities against the 
Arabs and Muslim - J desecrate their holy places, said the 
paper. The Arab Vn ifd's lack of action vis-a-vis the Israeli 
atrwinc: in the occupied territories over the years has opened 
the door wide for the Europeans and the Americans to pursue 
their hostile actions against the Muslims in Bosnia. Palestine 
and elsewhere, added the paper... U.S. President Bill Ointon 
is determined to maintain the embargo on Iraq, accusing the 
country of not fully abiding by the U.N. resolutions, but he is 
doing nothing to stem Israel's atrocities or force it to comply 
with the U.N. resolutions which call for an end to occupation, 
said rhe daily. The paper said thar the United States has 
proved it is against any move on the pan of Muslims and 
Arabs regain their rights . 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour called on the Arab masses to 
extend medical and other relief supplies to their brothers in 
the occupied Arab territories on a regular basis us long as they 
continually face mal-praciiccs and massacres at the hand of the 
Israeli authorities and settlers. Mohammad Kawash said the 
massacre in Hebron has proved that hospitals in the occupied 
lands lack basic medical supplies of ail kind. Since 1967, the 
medical services there have been deteriorating while the 
Israel: authorities have been preventing the Arabs from 
improving conditions in hospitals and healthy centres, said the 
writer. The continuous occupation and the continued attacks 
u.‘ Israeli troops on the Arabs are bound to cause many victims 
and in. -v there is desperate need for sending shipments of 
medical su Ki ' ( ie$ to help doctors deal with the situation, said 
the writer. He w ' several specialised agencies and institutions 
would be more th«. ready to help achieve this goal and 
alleviate* the suffering v ’he Palestinian peupk. 


By Dr. Musa KeOani 


JORDANIAN PERSPECTIVE 


Time for hard decisions, fresh strategies 


THREE EVENTS in die past two weeks, starting with the 
Hebron massacre, tbe Israeli and American behaviour that 
followed it and His Majesty King Hussein’s visit to-Mecca, 
were distinct eyeopeneis for Jordan. They warrant a very dose 
reassessment of Jordan’s open-hearted approach to regional 
and international relations with a view to coming up with a new 
political strategy towards achieving the elusive Arab-Israeti 
peace based on justice and fairness for all while asserting the 
Kingdom’s national interests as a sovereign country. 

The massacre of dozens of Palestinians in the Ibrahimi 
Mosque in the occupied West Bank town of Hebron on Feb. 
25 seriously undermined the very concept of coexistence as the 
basis for a solution to the .Arab- Israeli conflict. It proved that 
the implementation of i-vi Sept. 13 autonomy agreement 
between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) cannot gp ahead under the present situation in the 
occupied territories. It showed that extremist Jewish settlers in 
the occupied territories are hell-bent upon wrecking the peace 
process event it takes cold-blooded slaughter of human beings 
in holy places. 

Indeed, the PLO has to deal with the situation in its capacity 
as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people 
and as the party which signed the Sept. 13 accord. But, to say 
the least, Jordan cannot adopt a stand leaving the PLO to 
grapple with the aftermath of the killing since the reverbera- 
tions of the massacre have serious implications on the internal 
situation in the Kingdom as well as the course of tbe overall 
Middle East peace negotiations. The Jordanian-initiated Arab 
suspension of tbe bilateral talks in Washington was not a 
simple gesture of expressing solidarity with tbe PLO’s post- 
Hebron position; h underlined tbe Kingdom’s sincere feelings 
of grief over the massacre of Palestinian brothers in the 
occupied territories and tbe realisation of tbe futility of 
continuing negotiations with Israel when the Israelis them- 
selves prove that they are in no mood to abide by any of the 
agreements that might be reached in the negotiations. 

Granted, Jordan is fully committed to a negotiated settle- 
ment with Israel and would like to achieve agreements as soon 
as possible. But It will not move an inch as long as 
Israeli-planted and Israeli-subsidised and Israeli-protected 
extremists run amok in the occupied territories and murder 
Palestinians at will. There has to be a just and fair solution to 
the problem based on guarantees that the Hebron massacre 
was the last of such violence that the Israelis are well known 
for since they came to the Middle East staking a claim to a 
“promised land.” 

The PLO has to achieve such a solution and guarantees in 
whatever means it finds fit Jordan is willing to extend 


wholehearted support to the FLO’S quest, but will take up 

issim witir the PD3 leadership if it appears that it is settling fix’ 
anything less than iron-clad arrangements that would preempt 
more massacres and random settler violence against tbe 
Palestinians in the occupied territories. 

There is a very firm drawing line here. By adopting a 
position that the PLO should secure iron-dad preventive 
arrangements to avert massacre of Palestinians, Jordan is not 
casting a shadow of the PLO's representative status. On tbe 
contrary, the Kingdom is only reinforcing the call of the 
Palestinian people at large for protection for its constituents 
under occupation. Don’t let anyone forget or overlook the 
demonstrations and tbe incidents of violence that erupted in 
Jordanian territory in the wake of the killings. The situation 
remained very much under control only because of the 
democracy that has taken strong roots in the Jordanian society 


Av rv though we would have 

tween Washington brought about an increased 

thougfatthatfte vis-a-vis the 
seise of justice and fairness m me v-* 


Middle East mer a Security Council 

The. American moved tousnS only that 

mohmooover ^H^’g ^^K mlntionship bnt also 
has charmed m the U-a. " . _ _ ^ 


netting togged “ 
that Washington s more comrotxea uj 


thaiwaswngronsmm^-— - - President Bill Ointon 




“Jordan is fully committed to a negoti- 
ated settlement with Israel and would 
like to achieve agreements as soon as 
possible. But it will not move an inch as 
long as Israeli-planted and Israeli- 
subsidised and Israeli-protected extrem- 
ists run amok in the occupied territories 
and murder Palestinians at will.” 


and because of the determination of tbe leadership to preempt 
any challenge to internal security while affording the people 
every chance to express their sentiments through democratic 
means (and those do not include attempts to endanger lives or 
attacks on public property). 

Here is where the first element that warrants a review of the 
Jordanian strategy. While Irving up to its commitment to 
respect foe PLO as foe sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, Jordan bas to emphasise that no action of 
the PLO should be detrimental to the Kingdom’s security and 
stability and that Amman would not support any measure that 
falls short of preempting recurrence of incidents such as foe 
Hebron massacre which have a chain reaction in Jordanian 
territory. 

The second eyeopener for Jordan was Israeli and American 
reactions to the Hebron massacre, underfilling the reality that 
nothing has changed in so-called strategic relationship be- 


^^^Xnterto foe unchanged American attitude, given 
the fart that goods entering Iraq through Turkey is at least six 
times more than that pass through Aqaba, Jordan has butonly 
SSdS; n» de &CK> H«fadeSAq»ba * not aimed al 
Iraq inasmuchas it is directed al Jordan. 

The third eyeopener for Jordan since Feb. 25 was His 
Majesty King Hussein’s jrilgrimage to _ Sauch jVj 

opportunity was lost for Arab reconciliation. Tbe 
tofoe Islamic holy shrines in Saudi Arabia was a mwe-than- 
halfway gesture in the spirit ofbrofoerhood and 
Arab rofidarity, but others failed to walk theofoerfe^We 
know our King and his genuine feelings and his record of 
principled pan-Arab positions, and we will not allow anyone to 
raise any questions on foe sincerity of his approaches to issues. 

Personally, I consider the failure of others to reciprocate our 
Monarch’s magnanimous gesture as an insult to Jordan and a 
«i«P in my face, me being a Jordanian whom our Monarch 
represented. But then this is not a time to vent personal anger 
and frustration over the failure of others to appreciate foe 
genuine feelings of-brotherhood and foe sense of urgency for 
Arab solidarity in the face of adversity that prompted King 
Hussein to undertake that trip to Saudi Arabia to perform 
Umra after patting off such a trip for nearly four years. We can 
only hope that those who chose not to rise to tbe occasion 
would, sooner or later, realise their shortcoming and make 
amends. 

But, in the meantime, Jordan’s belief that things would fall 
into place as we go along further towards peace needs a closer 
scrutiny with a view to ensuring that we depend on ourselves 
to fill in the gaps w here people fail to step in. 

Hard decisions will have to be made and hard measures, 
away from the much-too-flexible liberal, open-hearted 
approach, may have to be taken. 

But then it is foe time for hard decisions. 



THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Government must help farmers, consumers; peace talks 
shouldn’t resume unless Palestinians are protected 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, re- 
percussions of the Hebron 
massacre and the prospects for 
a Middle East peace in light of 
recent developments domin- 
ated editorials and columns in 
the local Arab press in the past 
week. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i re- 
flected on the threatened strike 
by farmers of the Jordan Val- 
ley who complain against the 
alledged government's indif- 
ference to their plight. Wc had 
expected tbe Minister of Agri- 
culture to discuss ways for solv- 
ing the farmers' problems in 
his statement about tbe agri- 
cultural sector before Parlia- 
ment. said Usama Sha’sha’a. 
He said that the minister pre- 
sented a four-part rhetorical 
statement chat failed to tackle 
the real problems facing the 
farmers. The minister failed to 
discuss problems related to 
harvest patterns, water distribu- 
tions. marketing of crops and 
many other matters of concern 
to the farmers, added the wri- 
ter. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
daily said that insurance com- 
panies operating in Jordan 3re 
greedy and they are now thre- 
atening to stop insuring care 
unless the government lakes 
steps to raise the insurance 
premiums paid by car owners. 
Mohammad Subeihi said that 
these companies, which claim 
they lose huge sums at the 
current rate of premiums, have 
earlier published reports not- 
ing that their tote! revenue in 
1993 amounted to JD 2010 mil- 
lion, four times the amount of 
their capital. The writer said 
that the government, which 
has prevented new insurance 


companies from operating for 
a long time, ought to pass new 
legislations curtailing the greed 
of foe insurance companies to 
serve public interest. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i de- 
manded that foreign domestic 
help who care for the elderly 
and the handicapped persons 
should be exempted from 
paying the JD 300 fee to the 
government annually. 

Commenting on the sales tax 
draft law, Salameh Ekour, a 
columnist in Sawt Al Shaab, 
said that none of rhe political 
parties or the heads of Par- 
liamentary blocs opposing the 
sales tax have presented to the 
public a detailed study to jus- 
tify its rejection. The writer 
said that at the same time, the 
merchants are bound to raise 
the prices of various commod- 
ities once they have learned 
that Parliament has approved 
the law, while the government- 
is doing nothing to come to the 
help of the consumers. The 
writer said the public should be 
convinced by the new measure 
on the one hand and must see 
the government taking steps to 
protect its interest on the 
other. 


Taher Al Adwan. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. said that 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has often reported 
that Jordan was among the 
main Third World nations that 
abide by its instructions to re- 
duce the external debts and 
carry out reform programmes 
for its economy. But, said foe 
writer, the IMF has taken no 
steps towards alleviating the 
burden of debts faring the 
Kingdom. 


Reflecting on tbe Hebron 
massacre and the continued 
repression and killing of 
Palestinians, Mohammad 
Kawash, a columnist in Al 
Dustour, said that the Israelis 
are committing crimes far 
more brutal than those corn- 
mined by the Nazis. He said 
that the United Nations, which 
to date failed to condemn the 
massacre, seems to be condon- 
ing the crime and its silence 
means encouraging the settlers 
and the terrorist groups in 
Israel to pursue their actions. 
The writer demanded an im- 
mediate action, a dismantling 
of the settlements and and end 
of occupation. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i, said that the 
wave of anger against the de- 
spicable crime in Hebron 
should continue by all forms 
and means. The crime trig- 
gered violent demonstrations 
in Cairo and Istanbul and In- 
donesia as well as a firing 
incident against Jews in New 
York. All these actions are 
natural reactions to the offence 
to the Muslim’s feelings and 
the sacrilege of their holy 
shrines, he said. The Arabs 
and Muslims, he said, should 
not remain passive against 
Israel's atrocities but should 
expose their actions to the 
whole world. 

Taher Al Adwan agreed 
with this view, saying that the 
strong reactions to the crime 
prompted the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) to 
suspend the peace negotiations 
with tbe Israelis until the world 
community and the United 
States have adopted a positive 
stand with regard to occupa- 
tion. The writer said that tbe 
crime has also boosted the 


intifada and Palestinians' de- 
termination to regain their 
right, and has prompted the 
Arab parties to the peace talks 
to postpone them indefinitely. 
The suspension of the talks was 
necessary because Israel has 
been exploiting the negotia- 
tions on the one hand and 
pursuing acts of crime on the 
other. 

Arafat Hijazi. a columnist in 
Sawt Al Shaab, criticised Nabil 
Shaath, the PLO negotiator 
with Israel, over a statement 
that foe United States and 
Israel were working out a plan 
to provide protection to the 
Palestinians. The writer said 
that as long as tbe settlements 
exist in Palestine, there can be 
no safety for tbe Palestinians. 
It is not enought to disarm a 
group of the settlers since the 
Israeli government continues 
to support their actions and 
provide arms to others to 
attack Arabs, he added. 

Hosni Ayesfa, a columnist in 
Al Ra'i, r«id that the crime at 
Hebron u ■ v t to give the PLO 
an excuse tor correcting its 
wrong steps of the past and 
withdraw from further talks 
with Israel. 

Washington's stand vis-a-vis 
the crime at Hebron exposed 
anew America's bias towards 
Israel, said Ibrahim Al Absi, 
a columnist in Al Ra'i. Tbe writer 
said that the United Stares is 
preventing the U.N. Security 
Council from condemning the 
oime and is still claiming to be 
peace mediator between foe 
Arabs and Israel. The crime 
committed in Hebron showed 
beyond doubt that the Arabs 
must give up the U.S.- 
sponsored talks with their com- 
mon enemy. 


Northern Irish 
Catholics edge 
towards majority, 
but not in votes 


By Jude Webber 
■ Renter 


LARNE, Northern Ireland — 
There could soon be more Ro- 
man Catholics than Protestants 
in Northern Ireland, but de- 
mographers say that doesn't 
mean the end of British rule in 
the province. 

They say a Catholic majority 
will not automatically ditch tbe 
material benefits of being put 
of Britain by voting nationalist, 
as some sections of foe protes- 
tant population fear. 

“Ii present demographic 
rates persist, they will not de- 
liver a Catholic majority in 
significant enough numbers to 
bring about a Catholic 
nationalist vote,” said John 
Power, lecturer in demography 
at Belfast’s Queen's Uni- 
versity. 

“Its just not on the cards. 
The Catholic middle class is 
unlikely to cut off its nose 
(spite itself) by joining a united 
Ireland... Union (with Britain) 
per se is very unlikely to be 
threatened by Catholic growth 
rates.” 

The number of Catholics in 
Northern Ireland has been 

it 


creeping up steadily in the 
two decades while the 


Republican Army (IRA) has 
been fighting to" end British 
id re 


rule and reunite with Catholic 
Ireland. 

Forty-two per cent of north- 
ern Ireland's 1.5 million people 
are now Catholic, an increase 
from just over 31 per cent in 
the 1971 census and about 39 
per cent in 19SI — although 
experts say those figures may 
be flawed because heaw IRA 


violence probabjy deterred 
from filling in census 


Catholics 
forms. 

Even though Catholics have 
high emigration rates and there 
are signs that their birthrate is 
beginning to slow, demog- 
raphers say protestants could 
fmd themselves outnumbered 
in 30-40 years. 

Catholics could have a vot- 
ing majority 15-20 years later. 
But British rule brings cash to 
foe province and a high stan- 
dard of living for middle-class 
Catholics. 

three billion 
pounds ($4.4 billion) a year 
into the province arid many 
fear reunification would mean 
not only the end of that cash, 
but also a fall to the economic 

public ne, * hb0urin s Wsh 

Britain conquered the whole 
island of Ireland in the 12fo 
century but the threat of rebel- 
lion fingered in stubbornly in 
Gaelic-speaking. Catholic 
areas. Britain s radical solution 

w£h*L nSp,am Ea ^ h an d 
Scottish Protestant settlers in 
foe I7fo century. 

Within 100 years, protes- 

tems owned 9° per cemofthe 

land and by foe turn of foe 20th 
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century, they controlled foe 
best jobs and had the most 
• status: in foe country’s-, uewjy 
affluent, industrialised north- 
eastern corner of the island. 

Britain was forced to give 
back two-thirds of foe island in 
1921 after a bitter war, keeping 
only the six northern counties 
where Protestants held sway. 
The other 26 became foe Irish 
^Republic. 

' Northern Ireland's shrinking 
Protestant majority has clung 
to “union” with Britain. Some 
fear that rising Catholic num- 
bers and a new Anglo-Irish 
peace plan that gives ail people 
on the island a say in its futilre 
could spell the end for them. 

The Port of Larne is typical. 
Kerbs are painted in British red, 
white ana blue and wails are 
covered in graffiti recalling a 
glorious Protestant past. 

“No surrender” proclaims a 
patriotic mural. “God save our 
queen.*' 

Hardline Democratic Un- 
ionist Party leader Ian Paisley 
last year even called on Protes- 
tant women to breed for foe 
province. 

But his are extreme views, 
said Chris McGimpsey of 
Northern Ireland’s Ulster Un- 
ionist Party (UUP). 

“If there were 50 per cent 
Roman Catholics tomorrow, 
the sky wouldn’t fall in,” he 
said. “Northern Ireland 
wouldn't be made part of foe 
Irish Republic.” 

Mr. McGimpsey said foe 
UUP reckoned that 80 per cent 
of Catholics wanted to remain 
within the union. A Catholic 
majority would not matter, he 
said. “It just isn't an issue.” 

Queens University History 
professor Paul Bew 'agreed. “I 
do think the demography ques- 
tion is fading," he said, point- 
ing to the political divide at the 
last general election in 1992. 

■ Sixty-five per cent of foe 
population voted pro-union 
and the nationalist vote was 
°°VL? 5 , per cent, he said. 

We know there are Cafoo- 
hc votes we would- never get — 
the Catholics who are unionists 
with a small l u\” admitted 
chairman Mark Durkan of foe 
provinces biggest nationalist 
"°. C, T t ^ e Social Democratic 

TT, Ub< 2 ur Part y (SDLP). 

Th J Vd ?- her nationalist party, 
SS IRA 5 P° lltica l wing; Sinn 
violence in foe 

EuPrar,.?/ ^^unification 
Ut capture only about two 

Ehni?«f ? f , the vote in lhe 

whole of Ireland. 

** Anglo-Irish peace 
succ eed and the IRA 

S^nT, Vl0,ence * ex P erIS “v 
nationalist parties could be 

div,ded Ch^tian iradi- 

Once a Catholic maiaritv 
occurs, that will be very impo? • 

fbomT ifit d0 « 

a nat >onaIist agenda " 
M*- Power concluded. 8 
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By Abraham Rabinovich 

Jn the beginning was the min- 
«set. 

Long before he adminis- 
tered his satanic potion in the 
dawn darkness Feb. 25 in 
Hebron, Baruch Goldstein 
had adopted a world view 
shared by a small group of 
religious Jews identified with 
Rabbi Meir Kahane. 

What bound these people, 
however, had nothing to do 
with Judaism, says Aviezer 
Ravitsky, professor of Jewish 
thought at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity. 

“These are people who de- 
fine themselves by confronta- 
tion,” he said in an interview 
fills week. “It is a universal 
phenomenon. You will find 
such people in every society, 
in every religion — people 
who believe they are acting 
ideologically but in fact de- 
fine themselves by struggle, 
with The Other.” 

Kahane himself had begun 
his public career in the U.S. 
by campaigning against 
j&cks. He then turned his 
attention to the Soviets and 
Christian missionaries. When 
he arrived in Israel he took 
on the Black Hebrews before 
discovering the Arabs. 

Dr. Ravitsky has read 12 
books and pamphlets written 
by Kahane in an attempt to 
{dumb his ideology. “It's very 
difficult to find anything in 
them that is positive. It’s 
always confrontational." 

Mussolini defined a nation 
as people who fight together, 
notes Dr. Ravitsky. “If I 
have an enemy, 1 know who I 
am," explains the professor. 
*T am different from the 
other. I am superior to the 
other. Yon don't need Juda- 
ism to understand Kahanism. 
Kahanism is the Jewish ex-* 
pression of a universal phe- 
nomenon. We saw the same 

S in the Europe of the 
. I don't speak about 
Nazism.” It is a drive, he 
believes, that feeds on an 
internal emptiness. 

Kahanism is a terrible 
problem. Dr. Ravitsky be- 
lieves, but not a serious prob- 
lem. "They might draw a few 
thousand votes in an election 
fj>ut the hard-core activists 
number perhaps 100 to 200. 
We as a people can handle 
it.” Far more serious, in his 
view, Is the increasing radica- 


mu,-. 







Israeli boys 
lay flowers 
on the tomb 
of Baruch 
Goldstein in 
the settle- 
men t of 
Kiryat Arba 
in the occu- 
pied dty of 
Hebron 
(AFP photo) 
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Baruch Goldstein: A heritage of hatred 

‘A Jewish... doctor will take a gun and shoot people in the back as they 
(kneel) in prayer... and he gets support from some religious figures.’ 


territories whose supporters 
number in the tens of 
thousands. 

Dr. Ravitsky, an Orthodox 
Jew, comes from the same 
sociological stratum as the 
leaders of Gush Emunim, 
many of whom are his con- 
temporaries and friends. He 
himself is a political dove, 
lus landmark book on the 
Messianistic right — Afes- 
aanism, Zionism and Jewish 
Religions Radkalion — was 
published a year ago and is 
already in its third Hebrew 
printing. 

It is important to disting- 
uish between the Kahanists 
and Gush Emunim, he stres- 


lisadon within Gash Emu- /- ; ^-ses, even if that distinction is 
nim. ffie driving force behind becoming blurred by a right- 

settlement in the occupied^ ward drift within Gush Emu- 


mm . “Gush Emunim doesn’t 
have an ideology of conflict 
with the Arabs. If the Arabs 
would let them have Greater 
Israel, they wouldn't harm 
them. The Kahanis ts on the 
other hand have as an inde- 
pendent goal throwing die 
Gentiles out of the Land of 
Israel.” 

The refusal of the Rabin 
government to come to grips 
with Kahanism was a major 
blonder which has blown up 
in its face, says Ehud Sprin- 
zak, a Hebrew University 
political scientist. “The price 
of tolerating than was not 
very high,” says Dr. Sprin- 
Mlf- “There was not any 
great public criticism of them 
m ; Israel and abroad. Not 
even the- Palestinians disting- 


uished between the crazies in 
Hebron and the army. 

“The pressure was thus not 
great and most governments 
respond to pressure, not to 
worst-case scenarios like the 
one that actually happened 
Feb. 25. 

While Kach activists may 
number only a few hundred 
in Israel, Kahane won 26,000 
votes when he ran for the 
Knesset in 1984, 1.5 per cent 
of the total. Subsequent polls 
showed him to have the sup- 
port of 7 to 10 per cent of the 
population. 

The Kahanists have 
routinely raided Arab neigh- 
bourhoods, torching cars, 
overturning food stalls, 
shooting soke panels on roofs 
{and beating up people. By 


Deputies debate extended session U.S. links vote with talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


readjustment programme. 

Sources, say the draft law, 
which was referred to the 


mittee which recommended it 
be approved with the amend- 
ments it introduced to it, is a 
requirement of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund which 
engineered the economic read- 


(Con turned from page I) 


House by the Financial Com- justment programme. 

No-fire-at-Jews order sparks outcry 


(Continued from page 1) 


this directive was issued it was 
not foreseen a Jew would mas- 
sacre Palestinians. 

Gen. Moufaz said: “The 
directive that soldiers do not 
shoot Jews — because Jews are 
not the enemy — was given in 
the context of unrest" in which 
uttlers defend themselves 
gainst Arab attack. 

"Since we did not forecast a 
massacre, no directives or in- 
structions were given about 
opening fire when a massacre 
is carried out by Jews,” he 
said. 

Gen. Moufaz said he was 
certain that had troops been 
present in the prayer hall 
where Goldstein earned out 
the slaughter, they would have 
shot him. 

“How can that be dear?" 
interjected panel member 
Menachem Yaari, noting the 
standing instructions not to fire 
on Jews. 

Asked for comment. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin told 
Israeli army radio: “I will not 
relate to things discussed today 
at the inquiry commission, 
whether they be true or not." 

At the hearing Colonel Sha- 
lom Goldstein, military gov- 
ernor of Hebron, testified that 
he had alerted Mr. Rabin and 
other top officials to rising 
tensions between Palestinians 
and settlers before the mas- 
sacre. 

Goldstein, no relation to the 
mosque gunman, described the 
atmosphere in Hebron over 
the last year as “very 
charged.” 

The testimony before the 
five-man panel underscored 
Palestinian demands for inter- 
ipatkmal protection in the wake 
'of the massacre. 

The commission only has 
power to make recommenda- 
tions, but Israeli governments 
have historically abided by 
commissions recommenda- 
tions. 

Other officers confirmed 
orders not to fire at Jews were 


in effect during routine street 
unrest but maintained they 
were not meant to prevent 
security forces from foiling an 
attack such as Goldstein’s. 

During the hearing, the 
commissioner’s head, chief 
supreme court Justice Meir 
Shamgar, pressed Mr. Tayar 
on whether a blanket ban on 
shooting Jews seemed logical. 
“No so much. I was not 100 per 
cent comfortable with it,” he 
said, adding that other officers 
felt the same. 

The testimony was likely to 
spark charges of military negli- 
gence in facing down settler 
violence in the occupied terri- 
tories. Weeks earlier, the 
country was shocked by scenes 
of settlers firing their weapons 
down a Hebron street while 
soldiers looked on. 

During the six-year Palesti- 
nian uprising against occupa- 
tion, more than 1,270 Palesti- 
nians have been killed, most by 
army gunfire. 

The Israeli human-rights 
Betselem group asked Thurs- 
day to appear before the panel 
to present information on set- 
tler attacks against Arabs. 
Izhar Beer, a group spokes- 
man, said the evidence would 
reveal authorities' failure to 
enforce the law with settlers. 

An Israeli newspaper re- 
ported Friday that Goldstein 
himself was involved in an 
October 1982 attempt to break 
into the same mosque in which 
he carried out the massacre. 

Zeev Schtff, respected milit- 
ary writer for the Haaretz dai- 
ly, said defence ministry arc- 
hives showed Goldstein and 
two other settlers were disci- 
plined after scuffling with sol- 
diers who barred them from 
the site while Muslims were at 
prayer. 

Goldstein was subsequently 
barred from the site for a 
month. Mr. SchifF wrote. A 
defence official confirmed Mr. 
SchifPs account, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 


underway at the Security 
Council to issue a resolution on 
the massacre.” WAFA did not 
give further details. 

A senior PLO official, who 
asked not to be named, said 
Mr. Christopher telephoned 
Mr. Arafat and asked the PLO 
to resume talks without pre- 
conditions or to agree that 
Palestinian and Israeli officials 
meet. 

“It is dear that by threaten- 
ing to use the veto, the U.S. 
administration is exerting 
pressures (on the PLO) for 
Israel interests," the official 
said... 

The PLO official said the 
PLO could agree to a PLO- 
Israeli meeting after Israel 
sends its response to Mr. Ara- 
fat's demands made last week 
and after the Security Council 
adopts its resolution. 

“We expect the vote on Fri- 
day evening or Saturday ... we 
still cton’l know how the U.S. 
administration will vote,” PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Yasser Abed Rabbo said. 

A U.S. offidal in New York 
said on Thursday that the Un- 
ited States did not want the 
council to adopt a resolution 
that, in addition to conde- 
mning the massacre, included 
what it considers objectionable 
language, unless this revived 
peace talks between Israel and 
the PLO. 

Mr. Christopher telephoned 
Mr. Arafat on Thursday to link 
adoption of the stalled Security 
Council resolution with re- 
sumption of peace talks with 
Israel. 

“We are in a very fast mov- 
ing process,” a Western diplo- 
mat said, commenting on the 
U.S.-PLO negotiations. 

A Security Council vote on 
the resolution was abruptly 
postponed Wednesday night at 
file request of the United 
States and no action was taken 
Thursday. 

U.N. diplomatic sources, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, also said Mr. 
Christopher told Mr. Arafat 
that the ‘U.S. government 
would only support the resolu- 
tion if the PLO made a com- 
mitment to resume the talks. 

Mr. Arafat and Israel: Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin were 
expected to meet in Washing- 
ton, within two weeks to try to 
overcome ihe disruption in the 
peace talks caused by the Heb- 
ron massacre, PLO sources 


said. 

They said the move back 
towards the talks would start 
once the Security Council pas- 
sed the resolution condemning 
the killing. 

Diplomats expect the resolu- 
tion to be voted upon 
paragraph-by-paragraph, so 
that the United States could 
abstain. 

In Amman, PLO officials 
accused the United States of 
using the much-delayed Secur- 
ity Council resolution to black- 
mail their organisation into re- 
suming peace talks with Israel. 

“It’s an attempt at blackmail 
of the PLO position and a 
disregard of the massacre and 
its repercussions,” said Abbas 
Zaki, a senior commander of 
Mr. Arafat's mainstream Fateh 
group and a member of its 
central committee. 

Saleh Rafaat, member of the 
PLO Central Council, echoed 
his thoughts. “The U.S. is ex- 
erting all types of pressure on 
the PLO to resume immediate 
talks in Washington without 
tying this to tangible measures 
on evacuation of some settle- 
ments now or letting the issue 
be pat on the agenda of the 
next talks.” 

Mr. Zaki said Fateh, the 
biggest group in the PLO, 
would convene its top lead- 
ership body within a week to. 
work out a common strategy 
on new terms for resumption 
of talks. 

Any peace talks, he added, 
would have to discuss the issue 
of Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories. "There is 
consensus within Fateh of not 
resuming negotiations or 
reutuming to the old situation, 
unless there are measures on 
the ground on settlements and 
international protection (of 
Palestinians in the territories) 
and a very dear Security Coun- 
cil resolution." 

Suleiman Najjab, a senior 
PLO Executive Committee 
member, said the U.S. was 
using delaying tactics to push 
aside Palestinian demands as 
though the Hebron massacre 
had never taken place. 

“The present U.S. position 
is exerting pressure on the 
PLO to resume talks as though 1 
nothing has happened, insist- 
ing on aborting new realities 
the Hebron massacre has 
brought about,” said Mr. Naj- 
jab, adding the peace process 
had come to a “dead end.” 


monitoring the army radio 
net, says Dr. Sprinzak, they 
were able to operate without 
interference by patrols. 

The anny, in fact, is incap- 
able of controlling groups 
like Kach, he says. “For this 
you need top-quality police 
units.” A major question is 
whether the Shin Bet, which 
monitors the extremists, had 
recommended a crackdown 
in the past. If not, says Dr. 
Sprinzak, it was a Shin Bet 
blnnder. This may be 
answered by the state inquiry 
commission investigating the 
massacre. 

Dr. Sprinzak, author of 
The Ascendance of Israel's 
Radical Right , says file gov- 
ernment crackdown which 
began this week against right- 


wing extremists will likely 
prove effective if it signals a 
new policy and is not just a 
one-time operation. 

Unlike the psychological 
impulses that drive the 
Kahanists, Gush Emunim is 
powered by a specific theolo- 
gical view that was prop- 
agated in the great study hall 
of Jerusalem’s Mercaz Harav 
Yeshiva by its head, the late 
Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Kook. 

Confronting the immensity 
of the Holocaust after World 
War II, file venerable rabbi 
came to see the creation of 
Israel as an ordained event 
heralding the onset of the 
Messianic period. The state 
was created by divine in- 
tervention in die wake of 
“the terrible operation per- 


formed by God on the Jewish 
people before the redemp- 
tion," as the rabbi put it. 

It was a view that attemp- 
ted to cope in cosmic terms 
with the cosmic questions 
raised by the Holocaust. Says 
Dr. Ravitsky: “If you consid- 
er Israel just as a haven for a 
few milli on Jews, it cannot 
balance the Holocaust either 
psychologically or theologi- 
cally. But once it becomes a 
Messianic state, a metahistor- 
ical state, there is some sort 
of balance. Suddenly you 
have an answer to the Holo- 
caust,” 

Thus, unlike some rabbis 
who viewed Zionism as a 
sacrilegious attempt by secu- 
lar Jews to revive the Jewish 
state without the promised 
Messianic intervention. Rab- 
bi Kook saw the state as a 
Messianic vehicle. 

His students in the 1950s 
when he first published his 
views included young men 
tike Moshe Levinger, Haim 
Druckman and Eliezer Wald- 
man who, as rabbis, would 
become leaders of Gush 
Emunim. 

In May 1967, during a talk 
in his yeshiva. Rabbi Kook 
suddenly began weeping: 
“Where is our Shecbem 
(Nablus)? Where is our 
Jericho? Where is our land?” 

Three weeks later, his stu- 
dents were in Nablus and 
Jericho and Hebron as sol- 
diers of a conquering Jewish 
army. “Can you imagine the 
impact this had on them?” 
asks Dr. Ravitsky. “They re- 
garded him almost as a 
prophet.” 

The energies released 
among Rabbi Kook’s disci- 
ples by the conquest of the 
biblical heartland were prodi- 
gious. They and those who 
joined them compelled reluc- 
tant governments by sheer 
force of will to undertake the 
construction of a web of set- 
tlements that would become 
increasingly dense. Armed 
with their certainties, they 
danced across the hills of 
Judea and Samaria with Tora 
scrolls and the bulldozers fol- 
lowed. 

“Gradually,” said Dr. 
Ravitsky, “sovereignty over 
the land became in their eyes 
almost the principal value of 
Judaism. No one could have 
predicted 20 or 30 years ago 
that tins would happen to 
religious Zionists. I’m sure if 
I had told this then to Han an 
Porat (one of the more prom- 
inent Gush Emunim leaders 






$ 



who is now a National Reii- 
gious Party member of Knes- 
set and other friends, they 
wouldn't have believed : . 

“This exclusivity • < -3s 

value led to a loss of sen*: - 
ity about otber JewisI --luci, 
like human life. The relief 
that we are in the pr > 
inevitable religious xvo.. 
tion, a process that will deter- 
ministically take us to the 
final redemption, becomes 
disastrous." 

For two millennia, ho says 
Jews have prayed for a rede- 
mption involving a return to 
Palestine. In some views. rH*- 
Messiah would lead , 

cess, in others his arrival 
would be the culmination of 
the process. Israel would 
then live in perfect peace 
with the rest of the world — 
swords into plowshares. 

“Once you have such a 
consciousness, that you rep- 
resent the realisation of all 
these dreams, you cannot 
accept partial solutions,” says 
Dr. ■ Ravitsky. Camp David 
was a betrayal in the eyes of 
Gush Emunim not only be- 
cause of the territorial ques- 
tion, but also because it 
assumed a grudging peace 
based on mutual interest, not 
a true Messianic peace. 

The ongoing conflict with 
the Arabs dictated by such 
views, argues Dr. Ravitsky, 
has wrought a tragic price. 
“The situation is corrupting. 
What is happening today to 
Judaism, to Jewish values, is 
unbelievable. A Jewish per- 
son, a doctor, will take a gun 
and shoot people in the back 
as they (kneel) in 

prayer to their God — their 
God, by the way, is our God, 
according to Maimo aides — 
and he gets support from 
some religious figures. This is 
my nightmare.” 

He notes the circumcision 
performed recently at the. 
Western Wall by a Kahane 
follower who named his son 
after Goldstein and prayed 
that he would follow the kil- 
ler's example. 

Dr. Ravitsky hesitates a 
moment before drawing his 
final conclusion. “If I be- 
lieved, God forbid, this is the 
kind of Judaism there will be, 
I don't want my grandchild to 
be Jewish. I say this as a 
religious person and as some- 
one who has devoted his en- 
tire life to educating people 
to be good and devoted 
Jews.” 

The Jerusalem Post 
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istopher to Japanese: ‘Great nations keep commitments’ 


— Secretary of 
.-Tate ^ 1 . - n Christopher 
»ap-.i Friday for failing 
■> r, c commitment to 
i arid told a 
“s ;=» that “agreeing 
- wisag;?e .b not enough.” 
“Noo'jdy wants a trade 
Mr. -nristopher said in' 
a . peecii :o Keizai Doyukai. 
“V/e went trade opportunities 
?.;r the United States, for 
... -ip.d for the world.” 
n.~ -u, was an effort to 

rea-li beyond the Japanese 
government and bureaucracy 
and ended a two day visit 
during which the secretary of 
state said he bluntly told gov- 
ernment leaders, “Great na- 
tions keep their commit- 
ments.” 

Mr. Christopher met Thurs- 
day with Prime Minister Mori- 
hiro Hosokawa and Foreign 
Minister Tsutomo Hata. for 
discussions he said were 
“straightforward and, I be- 
lieve, candid.” 

Mr. Christopher reminded 
ills business audience that he 
was speaking exactly a month 
after President Clinton and 
Mr. Hosokawa met in 
Washington and announced 
they were unable to resolve 
differences over trade. 

He said their decision “not 
Co paper over our differences’ 
was “a welcome sign of a new 
candor in our relationship.” 
Sot then he added that “for 


the world’s two largest econo- 
mies. agreeing to disagree is 
not enough.” 

He referred to the so-called 
framework agreement reached 
by the two nations last July and 
said that the United States had 
lived up to its pledge to keep 
its markets open, reduce 
budget deficits and improve 
competitiveness. 

For its part, he said that 
Japan has failed to meet com- 
mitments to open its markets, 
boost domestic demand and 
reduce its huge trade surplus 
with the rest of the world. 

While praising Mr. Hosoka- 
wa's commitment to economic 
change, Mr. Christopher said 
the economic stimulus mea- 
sures proposed by 'he prime 
minister are insufficient. 

He also chided Japan for 
failing to come up with objec- 
tive criteria for measuring 
progress in opening its markets 
in key sectors such as insur- 
ance, government procure- 
ment and automobiles and 
auto parts. 

“Japan has declined to pro- 
vide realistic ways to measure 
progress to ensure that any 
such agreements are working,” 
he said. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
biggest beneficiaries of open 
markets would be the Japanese 
people. 

“Open markets not only 
help fuel prices, they also fuel 


growth," he said. “Ultimately, 
or.ly Japanese consumers, not 
tfc 2 rest of the world, can pull 
Ji pan out of recession." 

During a 30-minute news 
conference Thursday at the 
U.S. embassy. Mr. Christ- 
opher conceded that in his 
discussions with Japanese lead- 
ers, “I can’t say that we 
reached any breakthroughs.” 

He said he reminded the 
Japanese leaders of the com- 
mitments made to reduce their 
trade surplus and open their 
domestic market to more im- 
ports. 

“It would be widely under- 
stood these commitments have 
yet to be met,” he said. 

Shortly before Mr. Christ- 
opher spoke, a foreign ministry 
official gave a five-minute 
briefing to reporters in which 
he said that Mr. Hosokawa 
made no commitments about 
specific economic measures. 

The official, who spoke only 
on condition be not be identi- 
fied, said that Mr. Hosokawa 
recognised there is a problem 
that must be resolved as 4 soon 
as possible. 

At the heart of the problem 
is Japan's trade surplus of 
more than $100 billion with the 
rest of the world, including 
$59.3 billion with the United 
States. 

When Mr. Christopher was 
asked if felt frustrated by his 
discussions with Mr. Hosoka- 


wa, and Mr. Hata, he smiled 
and replied. “I may be a little 
tired, but Tm not frustrated.'' 

He said that both countries 
are “determined to avoid a 
trade war.” He also said he 
thought the talks had led to “a 
better depth of understand- 
ing.” 

“I think they understand 
better tonight that I feel at 
least there is an issue of credi- 
bility in carrying out agree- 
ments,” he said. 

Meanwhile, European Un- 
ion (EU) officials Thursday 
struck back at Washington, cri- 
ticising its trade tactics with 
Europe and Japan. 

“It would be better (of the 
Americans) not to point fin- 
gers, but to negotiate with us,” 
said Peter Guilford, spokes- 
man for EU trade chief. Sir 
Leon Brittan. 

Mr. Guilford called “incor- 
rect and unjustified” com- 
ments made in Washington by 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kan tor, who accused 
Europeans of letting Washing- 
ton do all the battling with 
Tokyo to get Japan's markets 
open. 

“The Europeans are always 
delighted when they can hold 
our coats and we can go out 
and get our noses bloodied,” 
Mr. Kantor told the Economic 
Strategy Institute. 

Mr. Kantor also complained 
of EU protectionism against 


imports of cars and audiovisual 
products, as well as rigid public 
procurement policy. 

What seemed to disturb EU 
officials most was Kantor’s 
threat to fight rules that limit 
the American content of televi- 
sion broadcasts. 

“We will look at our trade 
laws.. .and see if we can use 
them to any great effects,” Mr. 
Kantor said. 

EU officials worried that 
might imply the use of the 
“Super 301” law, which Presi- 
dent Clinton revived last week. 
It lets Washington impose 
punitive measures if negotia- 
tions fail to open up markets it 
has deemed unfairly dosed to 
U.S. goods or services. 

Fighting back. Sir Brittan 
said in a statement, “the Euro- 
pean Union also has a very 
long list of U.S. trade bar- 
riers." 

Among them, Mr. Guilford 
said, are taxes on cars imports, 
induding a 25 per cent tariff on 
mini-vans, and a rule requiring 
three quarters of the tobacco in 
American cigarettes to be 
home grown. 

“When European builders 
of trains and subways wanted 
to go to the United States, they 
had to make offers that were 
six to 60 per cent more com- 
. petitive than those of Amer- 
ican firms," he said. “That’s 
considerable discrimination." 

Tbe EU says Washington’s 


offer to open its markets under 
the Uruguay Round of world 
trade talks is still not good 
enough, as it limit imports of 
trucks and goods made of cop- 
per. 

Trading partners, negotiat- 
ing under the auspices of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) readied a 
broad political accord Dec. 15 
on the Uruguay Round talks. 
But they left undecided tariff 
reductions on many products. 

EU negotiators are consider- 
ing putting bade barriers to 
imports of goods that come 
almost exclusively from Amer- 
ican suppliers. “We’ll respond 
surgically," Mr. Guilford said. 

Hinting at worry that 
Washington would not stick to 
GATT’s requirement that 
trading partners make their 
moves in concert. Sir Brittan 
said, “the EU will watch that 
commitment very closely to 
ensure that... tbe U.S.... does 
not proceed in an unacceptable 
unilateral fashion." 

The European Union and 
the United States have also 
come to insults over their 
varying policies with Japan. 
Washington sets targets for 
specific goods, while Brussels 
says it takes a more general- 
overview. 

“We don't agree with the 
U.S. tactic of numerical sector 
goals,” Mr. Guilford said. “It’s 
not compatible with Amer- 


Trade Issues seen as key to yen movements in the weeks ahead 


Tins report is sadxcuttsd by Naser Nabaisi, private dfait 
group, MerriS Lyach-Dab&i. 

Overview 

Fundamental view: Trade issues should be key to yen 
movements in tbe weeks ahead. U.S. dissatisfaction with 
progress in opening Japan's market to imports would lead to a 
I resumption of upward pressure on the yen as an alternative to 
I other measures to reduce the trade surplus. Whatever the 
| outcome of negotiations, any near-term impact on Japan's 
j trade surplus should be too small to prevent further yen 
j _ appreciation to our 12-month target of JPV/U.S-S 95. The DM 
( will be trading on news that might impact U.S. and German 
j .monetary policies. The surprisingly positive metal engineering 
; wage agreement reached over the weekend should encourage 
i ;the Bundesbank to lower interest rates despite high M3 growth 
j b January. 

s 1 Markets appear to be too pessimistic on the pace of future 

I f . German rate cuts. If short-term rates fall by 175 basis points in 
,12 months as we expect, this would be a negative surprise for 
the DM, leading it to depreciate iXo.DM/vS.S 1.85. 

■ Technical view: Oversold short term sentiment and motnen- 
j .cam indicators provided tbe background for a U.S. dollar rally 
j '"rst week, and the greenback responded by advancing against 
: cadi of die six major currencies that we most regularly 
| Eonitor. This resulted in tbe best wee k-to- week, grin by the 
i inflar index in a month. However, medium term momentum 
J continues in a linear downtrend and medium term sentiment is 
! 7 J 5 S t viewed as neutral (though it is deteriorating). Thus, the 
-iewntrend of tbe past several weeks is likely still in force. 
" iapcrJant srppo rt near 94.1H) Iras held thus Car, a break of that 
• level would suggest further weakness toward 93.60. 

i . 

Jag^Eiese Yea 

I - Fundamental view: The yen weakened to tire JPY/U.S.S 
J 135-106 range following foreign exchange intervention by the 
, Sank of Japan on Friday. The Bank's dollar purchases 
! effectively penalised short dollar positions taken after the U.S. 

■ announced Super 301 trade measures. Super 301 allows the 
I U.S. to maintain a tough posture while giving Japan some 
j breathing space to satisfy U.S. demands. Sanctions would be 
i implemented in 12-18 months at the earliest after a period of 
■ inquiry and negotiations. 
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U.S.-Japan trade issues should be key to the yen’s direction 
in the weeks ahead. If Japanese measures appear to satisfy 
U.S. demands, markets are likely to conclude that further yen 
strengthening is not required to reduce Japan's trade surplus. 
But U.S. dissatisfaction would put additional upward pressure 
on the yen as an alternative to structural measures to open 
Japan’s market to imports. Even if Japan agrees to some 
market access measures, their near-tenn impact on the current 
account would be small. That should help the yen to continue 
to trade in the JPY/U.S.S 100-110 range for most of this year 
and move to JPY/U.S.S 95 in 12 months. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 0.7 per cent against 
the U.S dollar last week. Sentiment indicators have deterio- 
rated in recent weeks and are neutral-to-overbought. Short 
term momentum has turned down from overbought readings, 
but medium term oscillators remain constructive. As a result, 
we are inclined to view any further weakness as temporary and 
think that new highs are still likely; indeed, a rally much 
through 101 ?/U.S.$ would allow lor at least 98. Although 
benchmark support remains 113-114, intervening support at 
105-106 and 109-110 will likely be more important reference 
points in coming weeks. ...... 

D en ts dkem ark 

Fundamental view: Tbe'Deutschfemaik continues to trade 
near DM/U.S.S 1.71, awaiting news that might impact U.S. 
and German monetary pofides. The surprisingly positive 
metal engineering wage agreement readied over the weekend 
is likely to set a precedent for other sectors, and should 
encourage the Bundesbank to lower interest rates despite high 
M3 growth in January. Real wage: will grow by Only 0.3 per 
emit in the metal sector tins year, well below the current 3.3 
per cent inflation rate The Bundesbank should continue to 
gradually trim the repo rate, with plenty of room between the 
present 5.94 per cent rate and the 5.25 per cent discount rate. 

The market for interest rate futures is much too pessimistic 
in its expectation of Bundesbank rate cuts. If our forecast of 
another 175 basis point fall In 3-month rates is correct, this 
would be a negative surprise for the DM, leading to a 
depredation to DM/U.S.S 1.85 in 12 months. 

Technical view: Tbe Deutsche mark declined 0.6 per cent 
vereiE the U.S. dollar during the week ended March 4. 
Medium term sentiment readings are neutral. Short term 
momentum has confirmed the recent strength, but is now 
peaking. However, medium term oscillators re main quite 


constructive. 

All of this suggests that, even though tbe dominant long 
term trend remains down, foe immediate pressures in coming 
weeks should still be to the upside — possible short term 
weakness notwithstanding. Resistance is 1.694-1.704 DM/ 
U.S.J. The former resistance at 1.73 (to about 1.742) is now 
support. The mark/yen cross spent most of last week above 61. 

While short term momentum is pointing up, medium term 
oscillators remain down. The 62.50-63.00 range is both chart 
and momentum resistance, so a rally through that benchmark 
would be significant. A break below 59 would at least 
nominally set foe stage for 55. 

Pound Sterling 

Fundamental view: The British pound remained fairly steady 
against foe Deutschemark and U.S. dollar this week, trading 
near DM/GBP 235 and U.S.S/GBP 1.49. Recent economic 
indicators suggest that the U.K. economic recovery is weaker 
titan previously thought. The decline in house prices in 
February was disappointing. Growth in consumer credit in 
January was weaker foan_expected. These^data raise foe 
chance of a 25 basis 'point interest rat^’jOTt- to maintain 
consumer sentiment in tbe“face of April" tax 'jaaes.',' 

We expect the pound to rise to DM/GBP 2.70 in 12 months 
as short-term DM interest rates fall by 175 basis points 
compared to little or no fall in sterling rates. We expert the 
pound to depredate to U.S.S/GBP 1.46 in 12 months as 
short-term dollar interest rise modestly. 

Technical view:The British pound lost less than 0.1 per cent 
versus die U.S. dollar last week. Sentiment remains near 
oversold, but short term momentum is peaking. Medium term 
oscillators have an upward tilt, but they lack definition. As a 
result, our parameters remain unchanged. A decisive break- 
down from the trading range (1-46 U.S.S/:) would allow for at 
least a test of the 1993 low near $1.43 and possibly long term 
support at S1.40-S1.42. The area near S1.50-S1.51 is tire focus 
of first resistance. 

A rally through second resistance at $1.55 would set tire 
stage for a challenge of foe long tenn benchmark at $1.60. The 
DM cross-rate moved above 2.56 last week, and short term 
momentum remains constructive. However, medium term 
oscillators appears to have bottomed, but medium term 
oscillators are down. Support is at 2.53-2.54, and resistance 
exists at 2.59. 


Andy Capp 


Mutt'n’Jeff 
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IT A rtONEy? 
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icans and European commit- 
ments to free trade and multi- 
lateralism.” 

“We are as concerned about 
Japan's trade surplus as the 
American are," Mr. Guilford 
said. 

Last year, Japan had a $59.3 
billion trade surplus with the 
United States, and a $26 billion 
surplus with the EU. 

Sir Britten has offered three- 


way talks aimed at opening 
Japanese markets, ana Mr. 
Kantor has publicly welcomed 
the idea. 

Mr. Kantor has listed eight 
sectors in which he said U.S. 
companies face barriers to en- 
tering the Japanese market: 
Wood, paper, flat glass, com- 
puters, supercomputers, 
medical equipment and insur- 
ance. 


Poland wins 42.5% 
debt reduction 


FRANKFURT (R) — Poland 
sealed an agreement Friday to 
cut its $13 billion commercial 
bank debt by an unpre- 
cedented 42.5 per cent after 
four years of often bitter nego- 
tiations. 

The deal was thrashed out in 
talks near Frankfurt this week 
between a steering committee 
of Poland’s creditors led by 
Germany’s Dresdner Bank and 
a high-ranking Polish delega- 
tion. 

The debt reduction was be- 
low tiie 50 per cent cut the 
Polish side had demanded. 
That would have given it a debt 
cut in line with an accord pro- 
duced earlier with government 
creditors. 

But steering committee 
chairman Emst-Moritz Lipp 
told a news conference in 
Frankfurt: “We always said 
(foe government deal) was no 
measuring stick for us." 

Tbe banks had pushed for an 
agreement which was more in 
line with economic conditions 
in Poland, he added. 

That said. Mr. Lipp stressed 


ere. “This is without prece- 
dent,” he said. 

Tire deal was immediately 
welcomed as providing a major 
boost to the Polish economy. 

“This is a history moment 
for Poland in a very positive 
sense,” said Ian Hume, World 
Bank representative in Poland. ^ 

Following the pattern of ear- 
lier debt reduction accords 
based on proposals made in the 
1990s by former U.S. treasury 
secretary Nicholas Brady, the 
Polish deal offers bank credi- 
tors a broad menu of debt 
reduction options. 

The main element of the 
menu is for banks to swap their 
debt into bonds which they buy 
at a discount of 45 per cent 
compared to their face value. 

“The overall debt reduction 
is 42.5 per cent,” Dresdner 
Bank board member Bernhard 
Walter told tbe news confer- 
ence. 

Dresdner Bank officials said 
negotiators were under strong 
time pressure to crack a deal 
this month. Government credi- 
tors wanted to put in p lace the 


that the 42.5 per cent debt second stage of their accord 

red uction was more fhan bad with Poland only -if the banks 

been achieved in agreements had - an agreement by the end 
with Latin American borrow- of March. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCH 12, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: ha e more happiness at home. 

You can important ded- Try to help them more. Not a 
skua now and get excellent re- good time for entertaining, 
suits if yon figure out what obsta- LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 

des stand in your way and take her 22) You have, to use patience 
positive steps to set them out of with partners and ease a tense 
your arena. Relax in die evening. — Station. Be vtrytsutfSt inzlriv~~j 

-AWE&-(Maich.2l to April 49) jg& the highways.. | 

You want to make some changes Be more affectionate. j 


or be off on a trip, which is fine 
so long as you use care and tact. 
Be alert to a .new phflosphy of 
life. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Handle any responsibilitks well . 
th at you have assumed and keep , 
promises meticulously. Show 
that you are active, dynamic in 
all your endeavours. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If 
you push an a s so ci at e less,- you 
gain more cooperation from this 
person. C5vk tasks seem difficult 
now, so handle only what is 
necessary. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You need to handle 
many tasks, so get an early start 
and do a fantastic job. Be en- 
couraging with fellow associates 
and gain their support. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Concentrate on furthering and 
deepening relationships that 
have brought you much joy in the 
past Do favours for those of 
whom you are most fond. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You have to be tactful 
with, those who live with you and 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Curb that tempta- 
tion to spend too much today and 
maintain present security. Listen 
to what monetary experts have to 
suggest for advancement 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Analyse some 
situation . very deverty and say 
little until you come up with the 
right answers. Avoid the social 
scene until tomorrow. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Decide what you 
want but be sure your reasons 
are sound before yon make 
plans. Take care of odds and 
ends around the house which 
mtst be done. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Friends are vital to 
your welfare, but keep only 
those who will not upset you in 
any way, or the structure of your 
fife. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Show you are a good citizen 
and do nothing to spoil your 
good reputation. Use particular 
care where you credit is con- 
cerned at this time. 



THE Daily Crossword by Ronald C. Hirsctifeid 


ACROSS 
1 Poet Teasdale 
5 SSghOy open 


fill 

, ■fill 

g£5§lai 


■saunas 

»■■■■ 
«■■■ 


21 Storytellers 
23 

25 Blessing 

26 Auto 

28 Make better 
30 Anctem dty In 
Mesopotamia 
35 MKcaSany 
37 Secluded vaUay 


4d Structural ■ 
member 
45 Peak 

4 7 Sheep shatter 
48 Wispy type 01 
cloud 

50 Harvest ■ 

52 Conjunction 

53 Not taped 
-55 Perns* 

57- Book Keeper’ 
62 Abou ben — 

65 NaSve Alaskan 


.... vine 

Spare 

70 Loaf cutters 

71 Rowed 

72 Aleutian island 

73 Oats. tor Caesar 

DOWN 
t Humane gp 

2 Sleep 6ke — 

3 Teddy 
Roosevelt, lor 
one 

* Central courts 

5 Public notices 

6 Updike or Aiden 

7 Good- na ivred 


V1S94 Trtwn, Unu 5m*n. Vic. 

URgrnsRmanM 


B Certain priming 
proof 

9 New York ' 
hockey player 

10 Beet or carrot 
It PartofA.D. 

12 Row. ■ 

13 All — (attentive) 
18 Part ol MIT: 


am mmuu 

i ana am 
iaa aaaa 
iaaa aaaaa 

afliaaiBaa 
■am aaaa 
a aaaa aaaa 


Yesterday ’s Puzzle Solved: 


22 Fish eggs 
24 Barrets 
26 Lano, lor one 
7? Court plea 
29 Can. ptov. 

31 Heroic 

32 Used 

33 Former alliance 

34 "Lou Grant" 

36 Man — 

3B Designate 
41 imitated 
43 of Ryiw" 
*8 Ukesome 
trousers 
49 Baronet's 
title 


□gnnra 014^0^ nnn 
ngnno nonno man 
QBannnamnng nan 

nnnnnnm snnnnnn 
Qannnn ononan 
nrjnnn HnnnR non 
□nan aanmn nnna 
nan Hnrann Qnnnn 
nanr?BQ 
nrnnrnnna Bnnnnng 
mQnnnra Rnnran 
□on rannnnranrricjan 
nan oinnan nenan 
bbb ninranrn nnnnn 


Si Rmg 59 Endure 

|4 p da gamba « Old Nome poem 
5fi Loser to Owgfn 61 Ajrtea c ora 
5? French 63 Cigar end 

• composer 64 Disorder 

SB Hip bones 67 Sign 


1 5$ 
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onui anm xunm i m m i 

MUM CORtulCXOKS 
win BUM W flU T M 

Knau cur res mrm~t nous cx>. mi 


UIMMl 1 —I— ipmwwm CO. LTD 

»— — — innn i nunrt no. oo w 
xum « cut Connor 

■rtmtr. Hu. i'i mt.r ihwhitw 

Bi4U uunr au uma um B co. 
six o t o i » L 


aiiM i 

i.ho 

*.«■ 

UM 

u,no 

•■1U 

l.BM 

l.ooo 

uii<n 

fl.MO 

O.IM 

•.>10 

(.3*4- 

i.na 


I4U 


X.7W 

l.m 

X.m 

ui.ni 

i-a*« 

*.m 

J.ooo 

H.fel 

1.SW 

J.jn 

1-m 


1.IU 

l.m 

l.m 

m,»Ti 

1JH 

£.570 

sum 

*3,113 

Z.Uf 

1.1M 

MM 

u.m 

MII.1U 

14M 

1.1U 

3.11* 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Timas 
in mi MiMtmln with 

Cairo Amman Bank 



Deutsche Mark 


M« Franc 


ftwcfc fOurnc 


European Curreoy Unit 


New Yonk 
Close 

Tokyo 

Cloae 

** f 0/3/94 1 

I. 4965 

7.5011 

7.6995 

' 7.6925 

1.4295 

7.4(61 

5.715$ 

5. 7 650“ 

10S.67 

105.5-1 

1.1 310 

1.1403** 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1,00 costs 


1.3556/66 

1.6829/39 

1.8909/19 

1.4155/65 

34.7 vn 

5.7271/21 

1664.8/6.3 

105.05/15 

7.8564/64 

7.2990/40 

6.5670/20 

$1.4979/89 

$387.50/387.90 


Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs . 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Low oil 
price seen 
subduing 
Kuwait’s 
economy 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
hugest commercial bank ex- 
pects low oil prices to subdue 
the economy in 1994 but priva- 
tisation and a bad debt settle- 
ment may help birild a revival. 

The National Bank of 
Kuwait (NBK), third largest 
bank in the Arab World as 
measured by shareholders’ 
equity, add oil prices could 
improve in mid-decade and 
this would boost state spend- 
ing, the main engine of the 
economy. 

“Overall economic activity is 
expected to remain sub dued 
time to the smaller population 
base of 1.5 million... and 
above all a lower level of gov- 
ernment expenditure because 
at dtodmmg oil prices,” said a 
faxed reply to questions from 
Reuters. 

“It is expected government 
will start implementing re- 
forms and a new economic 
strategy in 1994 which may 
help to reactivate the eco- 
nomy, it said.- 

State revenues have been 
squeezed painfully by a year- 
long slide in oil prices to lows 
not seen for five years. 

The bank said privatisation 
could provide investment 
banking oppor t unit ies such as 
asset valuation, structuring and 
managing shar e floating issues 
and sale and distribution of 
shares. 

NBK would seek to meet the 
lending needs of newly priva- 
tised firms. The bank added it 
was moving away from 
interest-based income to more 
fee-based business. 

The emirate plans to priva- 
tise 60 state-owned companies 
and is considering selling off 
some state oil sector firms to 
both Kuwaitis and foreigners 
to revive foe stagnant eco- 
nomy. 

NBK, two-thirds owned and 
controlled by leading Kuwaiti 
business families, in January 
announced, a. big 2 2. 3 .per cent 
rise in' 1993 profit fo 52*miffion . 
dinars ($175 million),- attribut- 
ing the rise to expanded 
domestic and international ser- 
vices. 

The result was one of the 
few bright spots in a stagnant 
haifiring sector hit by worries 
over Iraq and preoccupied by a 
new law aimed at settling a $19 
bflBon bad debt mountain. 

The bank said it would con- 
tinue to expand internationally 
in areas such as foe Far East 
where it saw profit opportuni- 
ties. 


Iran parliament approves 
budget, urges saving 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 




NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s parlia- 
ment has approved an infla- 
tionary budget for the next 
Iranian year and told the peo- 
ple to tighten their belts. 

“The biggest message of this 
budget and the Majlis (parlia- 
ment) is that we should save,” 
parliament speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq-Nouri told foe televi- 
sion. 

The budget debate was 
dominated by concern about 
low international prices of cal 
— foe ipain source of Iranian 
hard cash — and the country’s 
mounting foreign debt. 

Deputies cut government 
projections of revenue and ex- 
penditure in the year starting 
March 21 by about 15 per cent, 
keeping it nominally balanced. 

But the budget’s ceiling of 
69.8 trillion riyais ($39.9 bil- 
lion) is still 28 per cent higher 
than the current year’s 
approved level in riyal terms, 
partly reflecting the devalua- 
tion of the banian currency. 

Oil revenue is projected at 
$10.15 biflion, some $2 billion 
to $3 billion l es s this 

year’s estimated income. 

The bigger budget based on 
lower oil revenue is certain to 
fuel inflation, officially esti- 
mated at 30 per cent this year. 

“The budget discussion real- 
ly made this point dear that if 
we want to have an indepen- 
dent country... we must save,” 
Mr. Nateq-Nouri said. 

He tingled out fuel and elec- 
tricity as areas where wasteful 
co n s ump tion should be tack- 
led. 

Deputies, worried about 
popular discontent -with firee- 
market reforms, voted down 


proposed electricity and fuel 
price rises of up to 140 per cent 
which the government said 
were necessary to cover costs 
and encourage lower consump- 
tion. 

But they cut government ex- 
penditures in some areas. 

They slashed cash ear- 
marked for importing basic 
food items, medicine and fuel, 
banned most government 
agencies from buying passen- 
ger cars or redecorating their 
offices and embed officials’ 
foreign travels. 

About 60 per cent of the 
overall budget is that of state 
banks and companies. The rest 
— 32 3 trillion riyais ($18.5 
bflfion) — is the government’s 
budget 

Tehran’s Resalat newspap- 
er, quoting a report by the 
official new agency IRNA. said 
low oil prices limi ted Iran's oil 
revenue to about $13 billion 
this year and created a govern- 
ment budget deficit of 2.1 tril- 
lion riyais ($1.2 billion). 

It said overdue foreign pay- 
ments would grow to $12 bil- 
lion by the end of the current 
Iranian year. 

The budget bill authorises 
the use of $6 biltion in foreign 
credits, mainly to build dams 
and oil and gas projects. 

But it requires the govern- 
ment to lower Iran’s total fore- 
ign commitments — estimated 
at around $30 bflHon — by $1.6 
biflion by the end of the year. 

The government’s planning 
chief, Massoud Roghani Zan- 
jani, warned the deputies that 
di v er t in g too much money to 
foreign repayments could lead 
to factory closures. 


AFM trading slips 
but price index rises 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading at foe 
Amman stock market dipped 
by nine per cent Inst week, bin 
the price index rose significant- 
ly as investor* closed in pre- 
Eid A1 Fitr deals, figure', re- 
leased by the market showed. 

The weekly report of ihe 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM). as the bourse is offi- 
cially known, said shares worth 
JD12.1 million changed hands 
during the weekly trading that 
ended Wednesday, it showed a 
decline of 9. 1 per cent from the 
previous week's JD 13.3 mil- 
lion. 

The report said 3.7 million 
shares were sold and bought 
under 5.011 contracts during 
the four days of trading — 
Saturday to Wednesday — 
with a daily average of JD 2.4 
million compared "with the JD 
2.7 million registered for the 
previous week. 

Banks and financial institu- 
tions led the iisr with a turnov- 
er of JD 5.4 million, account- 
ing for 43 per cent of trading, 
followed by industrial stock 
worth JD 4.4 million (36.4 per 
cent), the services sector with 
JD 2.1 million (17.3 per cent) 
and insurance companies with 
JD 400.000 (3.3 per cent>. 

In contrast to the slip in 
turnover, the prir_- index, 
based on 60 major companies 
listed at the AFM. rose by 2.1 
points to close at Jh7.N points 
on Wednesday, the report 
said. 

The separate index for share 


prices for banks and financial 
institutions rose by 3.4 points, 
the services sector bv 2.3 
points and industrial stock by 
0.7 points. 

Against the backdrop of a 
dispute between the govern- 
ment and insurance companies 
and a controversial law in Par- 
liament related to the sector, 
the insurance stock index reg- 
istered a decline of 2.2 points. 

Shares of 87 companies were 
covered during the week's 
trading, with 47 of them show- 
ing gains. 27 showing a decline 
and 15 remaining .stable. 

Shares of the Arab Bank. 
Jordan's largest commercial 
bank, closed' at JD I VS. reg- 
istering a gain of JD 5 
the week while the Cairo Am- 
man Bank closed at JD 53.5. 
slipping by JD 3. 

New stock of the- Jordan 
Islamic Bank showed a gain of 
120 fils and dosed at JD 4.3411 
while the bank's old stock 
gained OU fils to close at JD 
4.47(1. The Housing Bank 
showed a gain of IlM fils when 
it closed at JD 6.2. 

The losses and gains of other 
commercial bank stocks were 
insignificant, but the net fi- 
gures reflected an increase of 
3.4 points on the index. 

Among industries, the 
change was seen in the few old- 

In the insurance sector, little 
change was seen the few old- 
est. and hence seen strongest, 
companies. While they' re- 
mained stable, most others 
slipped. 

Firms like the Jordan Insur- 


ance Company, the Arabian 
'Insurance Company and the 
Jerusalem Insurance Company 
held steady throughout the 
week, opening and dosing at 
the same levels. 

But Jordan Gulf Insurance 
slipped bv 65(1 fils to close at 
JD 3.6. ‘ 

At the same time. Llniversal 
Insurance gained (SO fils to 
dose at JD1.93 and Arab Life 
and Accident Insurance 
opened at JD 2.94 and closed 
at JD 3. 

Brokers said they would not 
attach much significance to 
trading over the last four 
weeks when weekly turnovers 
showed a steady decline from 
the JD 21 million the market 
registered in late January. 

“As a rule, many individual 
investors away from the mar- 
ket since they feel that indulg- 
ing in speculation is in viola- 
tion of the (Holy Month of) 
Ramadan." said a broker. “As 
a result, the floor is left to a 
few others, who. among them- 
selves. try to make the best of 
the situation." 

According to the broker, the 
overall increase in the price 
index was the direct result of 
some investors trying to take a 
profit immediately before the 
"Eid A1 Fitr holiday Iron, 
those who wanted Iresh ac- 
quisitions to he held over the 
four-day holiday, hoping to 
reap benefits when the market 
reopens Wednesday. 

TTie AFM lists" 114 com- 
panies with a total equity of J D 
3.5 billion. 


OECD sees French economic 
recovery gathering pace 


German workers 
beleaguered from all sides 


PARIS (R) — France’s econo- 
mic recovery, hesitant until 
now, is set to gather pace as 
short-term interest rates are 
cot further and export markets 
pick up, die OECD has said in 
a report. 

However, tile Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) said 
that unemployment — a record 
12.2 per cent at the latest count 
— would continue its dhnb. 
reaching a peak of around 12.5 
per cent at the end of this year. 

It forecast grass domestic 
product (GDP) growth of 1.1 
per cent tins year, after a drop 
of 0.8 per cent in 1993, and 
then a further acceleration to 
22S per cent next year. 

Thfr conservative govern- 
ment, which inherited an eco- 
nomy in recession when it was 
voted to power 11 months ago, 
is banking on growth of about 
1.5 per cent tins year. 

The 24-nation think-tank 
said exports should rise by 4.3 


per cent this year after a drop 
of 2.3 per cent in 1993 and then 
grow by 63 per cent the next 
year. 

With imports growing margi- 
nally less quickly, the trade 
surplus will make a slightly 
rising contribution to growth. 

However, it warned there 
was a downside risk to its 
forecast of a brightening eco- 
nomic picture, especially if ex- 
ports foil to grow as quickly as 
expected. 

“Ihe recovery hinges bn a 
turnaround of activity in the 
rest of Europe,” it said. 
“There is a risk that it will be 
delayed again or be weaker 
than projected.” 

Lower export demand would 
also affect demand at home as 
consumer confidence would be 
bit by gloomier job prospects 
and the pick-up in business 
investment could be delayed. 

The OECD said that if the 
p owerfu l German Bundesbank 
— which generally sets the 


pace of interest rate cuts in 
Europe — drags its feet, then 
France would have little choice 
but to break with caution and 
go it alone, the OECD said. 

“As no room for fiscal man- 
oeuvre is left, this would be the 
only way to support demand.” 
ft said, adding that there would 
be little risk of upward press- 
ure on France's long-term in- 
terest rates or weakness in the 
France as a result of such a 
step. • 

.'Although the fluctuation 
bands of Europe’s exchange 
rate mechanism (ERM) were 
prised apart last summer, 
France is still anxious to keep 
the France stable within the 
system. 

This concent has been re- 
flected in the Bank of France's 
current policy of keeping its 
key intervention rate, now at 
6.10 per cent, just above foe 
Bundesbank's so-called repo 
rate, which was lowered a frac- 
tion to 5.94 ner cent. 


BERLIN (AP) — In Ger- 
many, more than four million 
people have lost their jobs and 
layoffs are happening every- 
where. 

Germany’s largest con- 
glomerate, Daimler-Benz, is 
getting rid of 43,000 em- 
ployees, mostly through attri- 
tion and early retirement. 

IBM Deutschland will cut its 
payroll of 21,000 by 6,000 by 
tbe end of next year as patt of the 
U.S.-based company’s restruc- 
turing. 

New companies in the for- 
mer East Germany are shed- 
ding workers, adding to tbe 
more than one million who lost 
their jobs when the formerly 
communist region’s inefficient 
factories dosed by foe score. 

Two of Berlin’s three big 
teaching hospitals will merge, 
costing hundreds of jobs in the 
next few years. 

The merger was one of many 
cuts in social services 
announced March 9 as foe city 


worked out budget reductions 
of $755 cost of caring for re- 
fugees from former Yugosla- 
via. 

Western Germany’s gross 
domestic product shrank 1.9 
per cent in 1993 and unemploy- 
ment has set postwar records. 
February statistics showed 8.9 
per cent of western Germans 
out of work, up from 8.1 per 
cent in December. In eastern 
Germany, foe rate was 17.1 
per cent, compared to 15.4 per 
cent in December. 

Part-time and lower-paid 
service jobs are increasing. 

Volkswagen is moving to- 
ward a four-day week to save 
30,000 of its 103,000 jobs. 
Auto workers at Opel have 
agreed to take lower pay and 
reduced bonuses in return for 
job guarantees. 

Such measures may stave off 
some unemployment, but it is 
widely predicted that 450,000- 
more will be out of work by the 
end of 1994. 







FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520' 
Fax: 810520 




IIAlfOTEL 


Amman - TeL 668193 
P.DJgx 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriate* and 
Businessmen 


r CHENS 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia* Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3;.W 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geo 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30% l»gar 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 




.Swerfiyeh. 

816690 


rficrinP 

\«^^Ftat 


Flat .O.Tel 
1 Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style 1 " 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SER VICES 

OFRCIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN- JORDAN 


Chee r s Core' 

0FEN IN RAMADAN S 

4:30 p.m,-V. Late • 




699-420 


Tel. 6 1 5() (» I 




The Best In 
Indian Cuisine. 










Opts FokL^scii & Dinner. V 
. For rejerritlorrs c*ll641351 < 


m 

SZEEtiWAN 6ARBEN5 
EfHNESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
SkfiBed Chinese Chefs 


Opea IIJ0 ■ JJD 1 6M ■ Mfegfe 


Take away is available 

Shat AMrab Sheet 
Um uthakiah Corrwwmat Centre 

TeL: 861174 

Cnee lasted AhMipLtived 



The first £ best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Tika away Is avaBaWa 

Open daily 1 2:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 





































































! b World News 


S. African homeland in chaos 

Bophuthatswana troops kill 3 white extremists 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 1** ■' 


MMABATHO, South Africa 
(Agencies) — Soldiers from 
the black homeland of 
Bophuthatswana Friday shot 
to death three white extremists 
who had come into 
Bophuthatswana to bolster its 
government against an uprising 
by African National Congress 
(ANC) supporters. 

The shootout marked an 
ominous turn of events in the 
independent homeland, where 
protesters have been deman- 
ding rcincorporation into 
South Africa. 

Bophuthatswana's govern- 
ment lost control of the capital 
Thursday, but after a night of 
looting and rioting, it issued a 
statment Friday afternoon 
claiming to be back in conrol. 
But the" latest shooting created 
a potential three-way battle 
between pro-apartheid whites. 
Macks opposed to the home- 
land rulers, and blacks loyal to 
the government but opposed to 
the white extremists. 

The South African govern- 
ment has its own troops in 
Bophuthatswana but has re- 
fused to get involved in the 
crisis. The South African sol- 
diers have been guarding the 
South African embassy but 
have not joined in the attempts 
to quell unrest. 

However, the involvement 
of the right-wing whites — 
South African citizens — in 
direct fighting could give Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk an excuse 
to order the South African 
military to take action. 

At issue is Bophuthatswana 
President Lucas Mangope's re- 
fusal to take part in South 
Africa's national election. Mr. 

Serb 
missiles 
reportedly 
kill 11 in 
Maglaj 

SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs fired a .missile 
barrage into the desperate 
Muslim enclave of Maglaj. kill- 
ing 11 people and flattening 
eight apartment buildings. 
Bosnian Radio said Friday. 

The radio reported that 
Russian-made, short-range 
Luna missiles were used in the 
attack Thursday. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the report, 
which also said 32 people were 
wounded. Bosnian Serbs en- 
rirdmg Maglaj have prevented 
U.N. monitors and convoys 
from reaching the besieged en- 
dive. 

A U.N. convoy turned back 
Thursday just a few kilometres 
from tbc city after four days of 
Serb delaying tactics. Aid offi- 
cials in Zagreb. Croatia, said 
new attempts to reach Maglaj 
would be made next week. 

•‘The Bosnian Serbs are 
completely intransigent." said 
Peter Kessler, a U.N. relief 
agency spokesman in Sarajevo. 
He said the Serbs were violat- 
ing an agreement signed by all 
warring panics pcrmitiinp free 
movement of aid throughout 
Bosnia 

The U.N commander m 
Bosnia. Lt.-Gen. Sir Michacal 
Rose, has pledged to take a 
tougher line with combatants 
who interfere with aid con- 
voys. But U.N. mission chief 
Yasushi Akashfs spokesman. 
Michael Williams, said there 
were no plans to use force in 
the Maglaj case. 

The town has been sur- 
rounded by Serb and Croat 
forces for most of the past nine 
months. U.N, officials who 
travelled with the last convoy 
to reach the city in October 
described it as a "shattered 
town" of "subterranean peo- 
ple" forced to cower in shel- 
ters. 

Aid planes have dropped 
tonnes of food in the area, but 
such deliveries often do not 
reach their targets. There also 
have been reports of people 
killed by shelling and sniper 
• fire while trying to retrieve 
parcels. 

The failure of the convoy to 
reach Maglaj. coming amid a 
general improvement in aid 
deliveries, was a demoralising 
setback for the U.N. relief 
effort in Bosnia and it demons- 
trated that Serb forces can still 
stop deliveries at will. 

Gen. Rose has complained 
that U.N. peacekeepers 
already are stretched too thin 
trying to police the month old 
Sarajevo ceasefire and another 
that continues to hold between 
Muslim and Croat forces in 
central Bosnia. 

He has asked for nearly 
11.000 additional troops, 


Mangope is a fierce opponent 
of the ANC — the likely win- 
ner of the vote — and has 
aligned himself with pro- 
apartheid white parties to fight 
it and to retain his sovereignty. 

Armed whites poured into 
the homeland overnight to 
help Mr. Mangope after a 
popular uprising by homeland 
residents demanding to take 
part in the vote. Mr. Mangope 
had welcomed white groups' 
help but specifically asked that 
the Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement not be included. 

Friday's shootout occurred 
when a convoy of vehicles fil- 
led with movement members 
rolled through the capital. 
Mmabatho. Witnesses said 
they fired at two vehicles of 
black, Bophuthatswana sol- 
diem. sparking a gunfight that 
lasted several minutes. 

All the right-wing vehicles 
sped off except one that was 
carrying three whites who had 
been shot. One was dead and 
two were wounded. But as 
they lay bleeding, a 
Bophuthatswana soldier 
walked up and executed them. 

Before dying, the two said at 
three were members of the 
Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment, known by its Afrikaans- 
languagc initials AWB. The 
whereabouts of the whites who 
fled was not known. 

ANC President Nelson Man- 
dela earlier Friday demanded 
South African intervention to 
quell the unrest. At a cam- 
paign rally in Pretoria, he cal- 
led on the government and the 
Transitional Executive Council 
— a multiracial body that 
works alongside the govern- 
ment — to take control of 


Bophuthatswana. 

The ANC has accused the 
government of ignoring the 
situation to deny the ANC the 
votes it could get from 
Bophuthatswana if it were 
allowed to participate in the 
April 26-28 vote. 

A Bophuthatswana govern- 
ment spokesman. Rowan 
Cronje, issued a statement 
saying one person died in 
Thursday night's rioting, which 
erupted after many police 
joined protesters and turned 
against Mr. Mangope. 

A hospital worker in Mma- 
batho said more than 80 people 
were admitted with injuries 
overnight. 

The streets of Mmabatho 
were strewn with the debris of 
Thursday's rioting. The bloody 
body of a young man. his face 
beaten, lay in a graveyard 
across the road from a looted 
shopping mall littered with 
glass and emptied of goods. 

Mr. Mangope's whereabouts 
remained unknown. 

There were repons of new 
clashes Friday elsewhere in 
Bophuthatswana killing two 
more people. As the unrest 
spread. Sun International, 
which operates nine hotels in 
Bophuthatswana. closed three 
Friday because of protests 
nearby. 

The clashes, which began 
with strikes Monday and 
erupted in violence Wednes- 
day. were the worst unrest to 
hit the homeland since it was 
declared independent in 1977. 

Bophuthatswana (pro- 
nounced bo-puh-taht-swah- 
nuh) is one of 10 tribal home- 
lands created under apartheid 


Russian Supreme Court 
orders new 1991 coup trial 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia's supreme omit i tiled I ml.iv th.it 12 
alleged leaders of an August l‘**i I coup should luce .i new trial 
despite a parliamentary amnosiv. .i court spokesman sanl. 

The original trial, by a military bench ol the court, w.is dropped 
at the beginning of March in response to .m .nnnesiv declared b\ 
parliament on Feb. 23 covering all the accused. 

The decision to hold a fresh trial lol lowed .i protest In the 
prosecutor-generals office against the dioppm** o! the ease 
The court spokesman said the date ol the new m.il would he 
decided later by a new bench ol imlac-. 

The accused, who include the lontiei Soviet v ice-pi esideijf. 

! prime minister, defence miiiistei. k(iK chief and parliament* 
chairman, seized power from the then Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev for three days in August !*»*»| 


Gunmen murder Tajik 
deputy premier at home 

ALMA-ATA (R> — Unknown stability and peace in Tajikis- 
gunmen have murdered a de- tan," Mr. Saidov quoted a 
puty prime minister in the for- government statement as 
mer Soviet Republic of Tajikis- saying, 

tan. riddling his body with bul- Mr. Saidov. speaking by 

lets, a government spokesman telephone from Dushanbe, 
said Friday. said it was not known who 

Zafiar Saidov said Moyonsho committed the murder. 
Nazarchoycv was killed bv .. . 

automatic gunfire iu the cour- _ M U Naz »«b°y* v was . => 
tyard of his house Thutsday an ethn . ,c m,n0 ™!' 

night in the Tajik capital tbe re * , ° n 

Dushanbe. More than 1 1 bul- of ^o-Badakhshan in the 
lets punctured his body. Ta- “st of the Central Asian state, 
jikistan has four deputy prime Since a civil war in late 1992. 

ministers. Pamiris have been widely seen 

“No doubt this evil murder as enemies of the dominant 

was made by the enemies of clan from Kuiyab. several 

the motherland in order to Pamiris were murdered in 
destroy the attempts of the Dushanbe in the spring and 
republic's leadership to summer of 1993 by unknown 
achieve the unity of people. killers. 


Nixon snubbed again in 
Russia — by Zhirinovsky 


MOSCOW (R) — Former 
U.S. President Richard Nixon, 
snubbed by President Boris 
Yeltsin and the Russian gov- 
ernment, found himself cold- 
shouldered again Thursday — 
this time by ultra-nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 

ITAR-TASS News Agencv 
quoted a spokesman for the 
Liberal Democratic Partv 
(LDPR) as saying iu leader 
Mr. Zhirinovsky was “against” 
meeting Mr. Nixon. He gave 
no reasons. 

The 81-ycar-old former U.S. 
leader had been scheduled to 
meet Mr. Zhirinovsky who 
heads one of the largest par- 
liamentary factions but who is 
extremely unpopular in the 
West because of his dreams of 
restoring and expanding the 
old Russian empire. 

Earlier in the day the Krem- 
lin spelled out the reasons for 
its decision to call off a planned 
meeting between Mr. Nixon 
and Mr. Yeltsin because the 
American had met former 
Russian Vice-President Alex- 
ander Rutskoi. 

Mr. Yeltsin, dearly insulted 
by the courtesy paid to one of 
his fiercest foes, cancelled his 
appointment with Mr. Nixon 
and stopped other government 
ministers from seeing him. 

Mr. Rutskoi was released 
from prison in February under 
a parliamenraty amnesty 
together with other ringlead- 


to confine blacks to remote 
areas far from white cities. Its 
declaration of independence 
gave Mr. Mangope freedom to 
rule with an iron fist, and 
critics accused him of brutally 
repressing political opponents. 

The homeland has its own 
security forces and its own 
laws, and its 2.5 million people 
were stripped of South African 
citizenship and declared 
citizens of the homeland. No 
country recognises its 
sovereignty except South Afri- 
ca. 

Bophuthatswana, the home- 
land of the Tswana Tribe, 
boasts large platinum mines 
and the Sun Gty gambling 
resort, host of the Miss World 
pageant in 1993 and 1992. But 
it generates only 26 per cent of 
its own revenue and depends 
on South African aid for the 
rest. 

Meanwhile the embattled 
Bophuthatswana president 
said Friday he will recommend 
to his parliament that his 
homeland participate in South 
Africa's democratic election 
next month, the homeland 
government said in a state- 
ment. 

2n Pretoria. President De 
Klerk said Friday he expected 
agreement within hours be- 
tween South Africa and 
Bophuthatswana to end unrest 
in the nominally independent 
homeland. 

“I am confident that within 
the next few hours, a definite 
arrangement will be made for 
us to move into Mmabatho and 
the surrounding areas to stabil- 
ise the situation immediately." 
Mr. De Klerk told a news 
conference. 

Greece, 

U.S. 

discuss 

Macedonia 

dispute 

GENEVA (AP) — After 
meeting' with foreign ministers 
from Greece and Macedonia, 
U.N. envoy Cyrus Vance said 
be hoped Greece would soon 
lift its embargo against the 
former Yugoslav republic. 

Greece imposed a trade 
blockade on Feb. 16 against its 
landlocked neighbour because 
of a dispute stemming from 
Greek objections to Macedo- 
nia’s choice of name. 

“It’s very important that it 
does get lifted," Mir. Vance 
told reporters. “It*s causing 
great pain and suffering from 
an economic point of view.” 

Stevo Crvenkovski, Mace- 
donia’s foreign minister, said 
his government found it “im- 
possible to continue the nego- 
tiations under the pressure of 
the embargo,” but that he ex- 
pected the European Union to 
find a way to end it. 





Resident s shout “free at last 7 ’ as a police vehicle 
horns during riots in Mmabatho, the capital of 


Bophnttaatswana, South Africa’s only recog- 
nised independent homeland (AFP photo) 


Christopher in China for rights talks 


BEIJING (R) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher arrived in China Friday, 
trying to break down Beijing's 
wall of resistance to making 
the human rights concessions 
needed to keep billions of dol- 
lars in trade. 

Mr. Christopher arrived 
from Tokyo for the start of a 
stay that ends Monday. 

Chinese police have kept up 
a steady harassment of dissi- 
dents in the days ahead of his 
visit, clouding the prospects for 
any breakthrough and ensuring 
that Mr. Christopher’s meet- 
ings with top officials will be 
difficult. . . 

He has repeatedly stated 
that China must make '-over- 
all. Significant progress" one 
human rights if it expects Presi- 
dent Bill Gimon to renew the 
country's most favoured nation 
trade privileges. Known as 
MFN. Mr. Clinton must make 
a decision on MFN by early 
June. 

Businessmen in China, the 
United States and Hong Kong 
fear a multibillion-dollar trade 
war if Mr. Clinton cancels 


MFN and Beijing retaliates 
against U.S. exporters. 

China maintains that human 
rights and trade are separate 
issues that should not be link- 
ed. 

Mr. Christopher got backing 
from 277 members of Congress 
Friday as be headed for talks in 
Beijing. 

“We continue to be very 
concerned about China's lack 
of progress in meeting the hu- 
man rights conditions” Presi- 
dent Clinton has spelled out 
for renewing U.S. “most 
favoured nation" (MFN) trade 
status for China, they wrote. 

“(We) urge you to empha- 
sise in your meetings in Beijing 
the unified message of the 
administration and Congress 
regarding the issue of MFN 
and improving human rights in 
China and Tibet." 

Beijing was the final stop on 
Mr. Christopher’s 11-day trip 
to Aria and the Pacific. 

Meanwhile Shanghai's most 
prominent dissident, Yang 
Zhou, was detained by police 
Friday, his wife told Reuters. 

Mr. Yang, a veteran of chi- 


na’s pro-democracy move- 
ment. was taken from his home 
by a uniformed officer shortly 
after Mr. Christopher arrived 
in China. * 

Earlier Friday another Shan- 
ghai dissident, Wang Fuchen, 
was picked up by police, a 
family source said. 

Mr. Yang, 50, is a founding 
member of the Shanghai-based 
Association for Human Rights 
and has been battling author- 
ities to allow him to register 
the organisation. 

He was detained for 24 
hours last week during a visit 
to China’s largest city by the 
top U.S. human rights diplo- 
mat, John Shattuck. Police 
then warned him that he would 
be punished severely unless he 
changed his ways. 

Mr. Yang's wife said a single 
policeman escorted him from 
his home Friday evening. 

Mr. Yang was one of nine 
dissidents who signed a “peace 
charter” in Beijing in Novem- 
ber last year calling for politic- 
al change. He has been in and 
out of jail regularly for his 
outspoken defiance of Com- 
munist authorities. 


U.K. condemns 2nd attack on Heathrow 


LONDON (R) — Britain Fri- 
day condemned the IRA for 
launching a second mortar,, 
attack on London's Heathrow’ 
Airport in just over a day but, 
said the guerrillas would not be 
allowed to scuttle the search 
for peace in Northern Ireland. 

Four mortar bombs were 
fired around midnight and 
landed without detonating 
near a building at the fourth 
terminal of the' world's busiest 
international airport. 

Police first thought only 
three rounds had been fired 
but discovered a fourth unex- 
ploded bomb Friday morning. 

As in the first strike some .?() 
hours earlier, no-one was in- 
jured and no serious damage 
was caused. But Heathrow's 
southern runway wits closed 
during the night, causing ex- 
tensive disruptions to early- 
morning flights. 

The attack came within 
hours of a warning by-Sinn 
Fein President Gejjy Adams. 


leader of the Irish Republican 
Army’s (IRA) political wing. 
t . of more guerrilla spectaculars 
- from time to time to keep 
22 pressure oil Britain to pull out 
of Northern Ireland. 

Sinn Fein has refused to 
endorse December's Anglo- 
Irish joint peace declaration, 
saying it needed clarification of 
the offer of a seat at the nego- 
tiating table if IRA guerrillas 
end their violent straggle to 
end Britain's rale of the pro- 
vince. 

Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd, in an interview’ with 
BBC Radio, said the Heath- 
row attacks had exposed the 
IRA’s hypocrisy. 

“These are people who 
claim to be asking for clarifica- 
tions of this document about 
democracy. 

“In fact they're scaring and 
killing people, and I hope the 
devious dishonesty of that is 
clear to everyone everywhere 
who might have been taken in 


the past.” Mr. Hurd said. 

IRA gunmen shot dead an 
off-duty policeman while he sat 
drinking wittf-hls wife- in the 
busy *frar t>f a Belfast 
Greyhound Racing Stadium 
Thursday night. 

On Friday, a man was killed 
in a predominantly Catholic 
area of the town of Portadown 
in Northern Ireland when a 
bomb exploded in his booby- 
trapped truck. Security sources 
said the incident bore the hall- 
marks of a tit-for-tat revenge 
killing. 

Despite the IRA's taunting 
twin on Heathrow. Mr. Hurd 
refused to slam the door com- 
pletely on Sinn Fein. 

Asked where the fresh vio- 
lence left the joint declaration, 
he said: "It leaves it as a 
statement of the two govern- 
ments that the future of North- 
ern Ireland will not be settled 
by violence. That the IRA 
cannot hope to settle it in that 
way. 


Clinton talks crime- fighting in New York 


ers. of l.ist October's armed 
uprising against the Russian 
leader. Mr. Yeltsin unsuccess- 
fully tried to block their release 
at the lost minute. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky's refusal to 
see Mr. Nixon was more diffi- 
cult to explain. The ultra- 
nationalist has been eager to 
meet foreign dignitaries espe- 
cially in view of the fact that 
several other Western leaders. 

including U.S. President Bill 
Ginton. have shunned him. 

In a statement Thursday, 
presidential spokesman 
Vyacheslav Kostikov said the 
Kremlin did not object to con- 
tacts between foreign repre- 
sentatives and opposition lead- 
ers. but Mr. Rutskoi repre- 
sented a separate and sensitive 
case, he argued. 

"His behaviour during the 
October events, his appeals to 
the airforce to take off. his 
threats of cruel repression are 
too dear in people's minds for 
Russians to be indifferent to 
his meeting with a respectable 
figure like R. Nixon.” Mr. 
Kostikov said. 

He said that although Ruts- 
koi had been amnestied he had 
not been freed by a court and 
was “still an object of charges 
of (carrying out) grave 
crimes.” 

This view is contested by 
Mr. Rutskoi and others freed 
under the amnestv. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) 
Leaving the Whitewater con- 
troversy behind For a day. 
President Bill Gimon chal- 
lenged New Yorkers to take a 
bigger personal stake in the 
fight against crime. 

“Save yourself by rebuilding 
your community." he urged 
students at Brooklyn College. 
"Too often, our reaction to the 
violence is to simply hunker 
down and turn our backs, raise 
the drawbridge, buy a better 
lock, and leave the problem to 
others." 

The president's trip to New 
York — on his schedule for 
weeks — put him miles from 
Washington as aides began 
appearing before a grand jury 
to answer questions raised in 
the Whitewater case. 

Mr. Ginton made no direct 
reference to the controversy, 
but it appeared to had not 
completely put it out of his 
mind as he lamented the harsh 
rhetoric of Washington. 

The president has come 
under sharp criticism from Re- 
publicans amid questions over 
White House aides' meetings 
with federal regulators investi- 
gating a failed Arkansas thrift 
with lies io the first family. 

In his appearance at Brook- 
lyn College. Mr. Gimon put 
new emphasis on a need for 
greater personal responsibility 
in combatting crime. 

In chilling detail. Mr. Clin- 
ton recounted the murder of 
Kitty Genovese 30 years ago in 
New York. The woman twice 
scared off her attacker with 
screams, only to have him re- 
turn and stab her to death 
when no neighbours came to 
her aid. he said. 


“That story shocked us all 30 
years ago." Mr. Clinton recal- 
led. "I still remember it as if it 
was yesterday." Mr. Clinton 
said the years since Genovese's 
death should teach Americans 
that "we have to help, each 
and every one of us. ro reclaim 
our streets, our schools, our 
communities and our lives." 

At one point. Mr. Clinton 
chastised an AIDS protester 
who disrupted his appearance, 
saying the man was ignoring 
what government has done to 
fight the disease. 

When the unidentified 
young man repeatedly chal- 
lenged Mr. Clinton's commit- 
ment to fighting AIDS, the 
president cut him off. saying. 
"I've listened to you. Will" you 
listen to me?" 

Defending his administra- 
tion's record on AIDS. Mr. 
Ginton said he had appointed 
the nation's first AIDS policy 
coordinator. Kristine Gehhie. 
developed a national strategy 
for fighting AIDS and in- 
creased federal financing for 
AIDS victims and research. 

As pari of the Brooklyn 
Forum, he talked with young 
people and adults who have 
gotten involved in volunteer 
efforts. 

Mr. Clinton also put his 
“stamp of approval" on the 
treatment of a congressman's 
broken arm and was given 
some advice in return: For a 
politician, it does make a dif- 
ference how you break a limb. 
Mr. Clinton" noted that the 
local congressman. Rep, 
Charles Schumer. D-N.Y.. had 
a broken arm. 

The president called Mr. 
Schumer to the stage to sign 


the congressman's cast. 

“His is a problem I can't 
solve: so i'm just putting my 
stamp of approval on the treat- 
ment of it." Mr. Clinton said as 
he signed the cast. 

Mr. Schumer responded that 
there were Democratic and 
Republican ways to break an 
arm. 

He said that when Sen. 
Alfonse D 'am a to. a R-N.Y.. a 
strident critic oF Mr. Clinton's 
actions in the Whitewater 
affair, broke his arm. he did so 
“in the Republican way. skiing 
at Vail. CoIo..“ a posh winter 
resort town. 

“I broke my arm slipping on 
■the ice. 11 p.m. Saturday 
night, going to a community 
event at the Good Shepherd 
School in Sheepshead Bay,” 
the Brooklyn Democrat said. 

The remark drew applause 
from the Brooklyn audience 
and Mr. Ginton "had the last 
word: 

“That wasn't on the prog- 
ramme: but it was pretty fun- 
ny.” 

Mr. Clinton also visited 
police officers at Brooklyn's 
61st Precinct to stress a need 
for more community policing 
programmes before an cvenine 
appearance at the United Neg- 
ro College Fund annual din- 
ner. 

In Washington, some of 
president and Mrs. Ginton 's 
aides are appearing before 
federal grand jury to testify on 
the Whitewater affair but Mr. 
Clinton's new White House 
counsel says jt all may not 
"amount to a hill of beans." 

Two ^ of Hiilarv Rodham 
Clinton's senior aides testified 
to the grand jury Thursday and 


a White House lawyer carried 
in what he said was about 1.IXXJ 
pages of subpoenaed docu- 
ments. 

The grand jury is investigat- 
ing whether White House aides 
improperly interfered with 
federal investigations of the 
Clintons' role in a failed 
Whitewater land deal by hold- 
ing meetings with those investi- 
gators. 

Mr. Ginton's new White 
House counsel. Lloyd Culter. 
said in a television" interview 
that might look bad. But he 
said he believed facts would 
shew the White House aides 
were not pressing to influence 
the federal investigations. 

“The substantive facts about 
the last several meetings may 
not in the end amount to a hill 
of beans.” Mr. Cutier said in a 
Public Broadcasting Service in- 
terview with Charlie Rose. 

“They might have looked 
bad. But when it becomes clear 
exactly what happened at those 
meetings, it doesn't. In mv 
view at least. I don't think it 
amounts to very much.*' 

Mr. Cutler added on ABCs 
Nightline tiiat he had not been 
White House counsel long 
enough to be certain there was 
no wrongdoing but said he 
believed the meetings were 
“trivial." 

ABC News said its latest \ 
public opinion poll indicated 
the Whitewater affaire was 
hurting Mr. Clinton's popular- 
ity. 

It said his approval ratine . 
dropped to 52 per cent this 

Wee £ ^ P* r cenl lust 
week and said that was the first 
big drop since last spring. I 


Actor James 
Caan held in 
gun incident 

LOS ANGELS (R) -- 
Caan. best known for his role 

as hot-tempered moteterin jne 

1972 classic The Godfather, 
was arrested after he was ac- 
cused of brandishing a gun 
during an argument, police 
said. The 54 -year-old actor was 
booked on a misdemeanor 
charge at a police station m 
North Hollywood and was re- 
leased on his own recogni- 
sance, said police Sergeant 
Christopher Vasquez. The in- 
cident began when a mend 
who had accompanied Caan on 
a visit to the actor's brother s 
apartment became embroiled 
in a dispute in the parking lot 
with another man over a car. 
Caan was alleged to have pul- 
led out a loaded semi- 
automatic pistol, "waving it 
around in a threatening man- 
ner," Sgt. Vasquez said. The 
man made a “citizen’s arrest 
and called police, who then 
took Caan ito custody and con- 
fiscated his gun. There were no 
injuries during the confronta- 
tion! Based on the man's com- 
plaint, Caan was booked on a 
misdemeanor charge of bran- 
dishing a gun in public, which 
carries a maximum penalty of 
six months in jail. "Mr. Caan 
was very cooperative,” Sgt. 
Vasquez said. The Los 
Angeles Gty attorney's office 
must now decide whether Caan 
will be formally charged with a 
crime. The exact cause of the 
argument that led to Caan’s 
arrest remained undear. “The 
original thing I heard was it 
had something to do with van- 
dalism (to a car).” vasquez 
said. But he declined to elabo- 
rate. 

Writing on dead 
man’s arm leads 
to arrests 

TUSLA, Okla. (AP) — It 
looked like one of those cases 
that are nearly impossible to 
solve: The apparently Tandom 
shooting of a young hitchhiker. 
But Sheriff Gerald Coleman 
noticed a cryptic mix of letters 
and numbers on Donald Bear- 
track Jr.’s bloody arm — Der- 
352 — written once in ink and 
again with a marker. On a 
hunch, authorities searched 
Oklahoma motor vehide re- 
cords. They found a match, 
and % the nexf : day; three men- - 
: we¥& under arrest in the 
slaying. Investigators said 
DER 352 was the license num- 
ber of the car that picked up 
Mr. Beartrack. who is of Cher- 
okee, Kiowa and Cheyenne- 
Arapaho ancestry. The 17- 
year-old apparently realised he 
was in danger and scrawled 
DER-352 on his arm just be- 
fore be was shot twice in the 
head at dose range early Fri- 
day. The arrests would have 
been nearly impossible without - 
what amounted Aa tale told 
by a dead man, UflRheriff said. 
“In 28 years, this is the first 
time I’ve ever seen anything 
tike this,” Sherif Colleman 
said. Police said it appears that 
Mr. Beartrack — a quiet. 6- 
foot-4 (1,93 metres) basketball 
player at an Indian boarding 
school — was on his way to his 
mother's home when he was 
picked up by the three men. 
They stopped at least three 
times for beer, and Mr. Bear- 
track bought some, officers 
said. *716 knew he was in trou- 
ble,” said his uncle George 
Hummingbird. “He was sharp 
enough to be aware of the 
situation after he got into it. 
How many people would ever 
think to write the tag number 
on their arm?" There was no 
evidence of a robbery, police 
said. There was no sign of a 
struggle; Mr. Hummingbird, 
who saw the body after it was 
discovered along a riverbank, 
said Mr. Beartrack still had 
one hand in his pocket. The 
license number was traced to a 
1993 Ford Mustang registered 
to Bret Lett Adams. 23. He 
and Joe Dale Cox, 25, and 
Howard Russell Murray. 21 
were charged with murder? 

Notre Dame 
Cathederal gets 
laser face-lift 

PARIS (AP)_ The three nor- 
°* Notre Dame Cathedral 
!^|f astat e of the an facelift 
starting next week using the 
l^cst laser technology. culture 
officials announced. Exoerrc 

^a° fdirt buiI 'ip 

casSpssf - 

successfully to clean iS*? USed 

of the cathedral facade 
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McEnroe: Greatest match 
was win over Connors 


NEW YORK (AP) — Forget 
the “war of 1816” at Wimble- 
don or the two marathon Davis 
Cup matches. John McEnroe 
says his greatest match was 
when he beat Jimmy Connors 
to win Wimbledon in 1984. 

“Everything seemed like this 
big for a six-month period.” 
McEnroe said Thursday, 
spreading his hands as if he was 
holding a soccer ball. **The 
only match I lost was the one I 
was up two sets to love against 
(Ivan) Lendl in the French" 
Open final. 

The Paris loss snapped a 
39-match winning streak, yet 
McEnroe still captured 13 titles 
that year while compiling an 
82-3 singles match record 
(.965), the hihgest winning 
percentage by a man in a single 
year in the open era. 

“You've got to pick Wimble- 
don or the open because those 
fcre the two biggest events,” 
McEnroe said when asked 
what he felt was his best 
match. “I felt I was hitting the 
ball a little better earlier in the 
year. I wasn't losing more than 
two or three games a set. 

“But that period of rime is 
when everything just felt like 
slow motion, very easy, a lot of 
rime for anything I wanted to 
do, cross court, down the line, 
lob. 

“It's a beautiful feeling.” 

While McEnroe won the 
“war of 1819" — the score of 


the fourth-set tiebreak — he 
lost the 1980 Wimbledon final 
to Bjorn Borg. 

In Davis Cup play, McEnroe 
defeated Sweden's Mats 
Wiiander in a 6 Vii-hour 
marathon in St. Louis in 1982, 
but lost to Bora Becker of 
West Germany in a 6V4-hour 
match in Hartford, Conn., in 
1987. Those are believed to be 
the two longest matches in 
Davis Cup history. 

McEnroe, who participated 
in an announcement fo the 
Advanta Tour Thursday, said 
be thought his game would 
continue to improve. 

“I didn't realise how lucky I 
was that it was there at that 
moment,” he said. “You end 
up taking it for granted. Then, 
when you lose it, it’s frustrat- 
ing.” 

McEnroe will resume his 
battles with Connors, Boig, 
Lendl and Wiiander in a five- 
city tour beginning next 
month. 

“There are the guys that 
bought out the best in me,” 
McEnroe said in announcing 
the new tour, which brings 
together the five former no. 1 
tennis champions. ‘These are 
all very competitive matches." 

The tour begins in Denver 
April 21, then continues in 
Anaheim, Calif.. April 23; 
Chicago Sept. 23; Charlotte, 
N.C., Sept. 24; and culminates 
in Key Biscayne. Fla., Dec. 3. 


Court to decide 
Reynolds’ award 


CINCINNATI (AP) — A 
federal appeals court will de- 
cide if U.S. courts have the 
authority to award sprinter 
Butch Reynolds $27.3 million. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation says it 
should not have to pay the 
money to Reynolds, who has 
been fighting the IAAF since it 
suspended him in 1990 for test- 
ing positive for a performance- 
enhnacing anabolic steroid af- 
ter a Monte Carlo meet. 

A framer Ohio state sprinter 
who holds world records in the 
400-metre race and 4-by-4^ Q;j 
relay, Reynolds called the tes£ n: . 
faulty and later tested neg^- 9W 
rive. 

But the IAAF, track’s gov- 
erning body, maintained his 
two-year suspension and kept 
him out of the 1992 Olympics 
at Barcelona, Spain. 

Reynolds, 29, sued in feder- 
al court in his hometown of 
Columbus, accusing the IAAF 
of denying him due process, 
defaming him and interfering 
with his business relationships 
through the suspension. 

In December 1992, U.S. dis- 
trict judge Joseph Kinneary 
awarded Reynolds $27 3 mil- 
lion. 

Now the IAAF has asked 
the 6th U.S. district court of 


appeals to overturn the ruling. 

Kinneary ruled that he had 
jurisdiction over the lawsuit 
because the IAAF suspension 
affected an Ohio citizen and 
his business relations with 
several companies, including 
some from Ohio. 

But IAAF lawyer Eugene 
Gulland argued Thursday that 
the Columbus judge should not 
have jurisdiction. 

The judgement could not be 
challenged in U.S. courts be- 
cause the London-based fed- 
eration is operating under rules 
agreed to by all participating 
nations, he. said, -pointing out 
that Reynolds participated in a , 
London arbitration which up- 
held the drug testing proce- 
dure. 

Reynolds, lawyer, John 
Gad, urged the appeals court 
to uphold the ruling. Gall said 
Reynolds testified as a witness 
iu London because he was 
summoned, but he did not 
agree to submit the dispute to 
arbitration. 

The appeals court took the 
case under review Thursday 
and did not say when it would 
rule. 

Reynolds has not collected 
any of money awarded him 
because of the pending court 
fight. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WFTH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIR5CH 

i99? Tfgunc M*M Ire 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
tin* diamonds. Pass. 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you h"Id: 

*7 A984 XQ10832 *92 

The bidding haa proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 * Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — On this auction partner must 
have a six-card spade suit. Since we 
rate to bring him at least two tricks, 
we would pass. Three diamonds 
might play a trick better, but it also 
is a level higher— and the oppo- 
nents have not yet doubled 

Q.2 — East -West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦QJ1087 Q953 52 +K4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ' Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What oction do you take? 

A. — You are very close to a game 
try. but with only one prime card we 
feik that any further action would 
be overly ambitious. If partner is 
near minimum on the bidding, you 
could be jeopardizing a sound 
partscore. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A98 .K A 109043+974 

Partner evens the bidding with four 
hearts. What action do you take? 
A. — Partner’s vulnerable bid has 
promised eight tricks and you bring 
three. Th3l means slam is going to 
be an odda-against proposition, es- 
pecially since you might have two 
fast club losers. Even if that is not 
the case, one of your entries is likely 
to be removed tarty, so partner 
won’t be able to establish and lisa 


Q.4 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+AKJ10976 T4 v9g +AQ10 
What is your opening bid? 

A.— If you came up with anything 
other than one spade, we would like 
you to state your case. Your hand is 
far too strong Tor any preempt, even 
four spades, and has nowhere near 
the high-card strength for a de- 
mand bid. 


Q-5- 

bold: 
+AK73 


■As South, vulnerable, you 
+96 


KQ873 >53 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 m ~ -Pass 

2 v Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have as little as the law 
allows for your opening bid and 
partner is a passed hand. This hand 
is going nowhere. Pass before the 
auction gets out of control. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

+9 TAKJ10875 .Kl078 *K 


The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South ” 


West 


* -vw - 

What action do you take" 

A. — In first, or second, seat we 
would have been prepared to debate 
the merits of opening three hearts 
vs. four hearts at this vulnerability. 
In third seat, we feel there’s no bid 
other than four hearts— we want to 
make it as difficult as possible for 
West to enter the auction and, with 
7-4 distribution, we don’t need 8 lot 
from partner Lo make game. 


Graf to 
play in 
Hamburg 

BONN (R) — World number 
one Steffi Graf has changed 
her mind and decided to play 
in next month's Hamburg 
Open where heT chief rival 
Monica Seles was stabbed 
last year, organisers said Fri- 
day. 

Seles bas not played com- 
petitively since she was stab- 
bed in the back by a spectator 
who claimed he was a Graf 
fan. 

Graf had originally decided 
tom miss the tournament but 
tournament director Guenter 
Sander said she had changed 
■her mind after talking with 
organisers. 

Sander said five of the 
world’s top 20 women would 
take part in the tournament 
from April 25 to May 1. 

He said more guards and 
police would be present this 
year but added: “If a crazy 
person wants to do something 
crazy in front of the cameras, 
you cannot prevent that on 
any tennis court in the 
world." 



Steffi Graf 


Harding closer to 
world championships 


PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
The U.S. Figure Skating Asso- 
ciation reluctantly cleared the 
way Thursday for Tonya Hard- 
ing's participation in this 
month's worid championships. 

The association said it would 
not immediately appeal a 
federal judge's ruling that in- 
definitely delays a figure skat- 
ing disciplinary hearing against 
Harding. 

A five-member panel was to 
have convened Thursday in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., and 
could have banished Harding 
from the sport for her involve- 
ment in the attack on Nancy 
Kerrigan. 

The USFSA said even if an 
appeal were successful the dis- 
ciplinary process could not be 
completed . before the world 
dbaippionships begin ,Mafch 22 
in Chiba, Japan . That 1 p rocess 
includes a finding by the spe- 
cial investigative panel and 
possible appeals to the associa- 
tion’s executive committee and 
an ar bi trator. 

“Right now, skating for us 
will be Michelle Kwan and 
Tonya Harding,” USFSA Ex- 
ecutive Director Jerry Lace 
said. "We think we’ll be well 
represented. We hope they 
both do well." 

The only potential obstacle 
to Harding's participation is 
the criminal investigation into 
the Kerrigan attack. If Harding 
is indicted before she is to 
leave for Japan, it would be up 
to an Oregon judge whether 
she would be allowed to leave 
the state. 

Otherwise, she wonld be 
allowed to compete even if she 
was under indictment. Lace 
said. 

The chief prosecutor in the 
case. Norm Frink, said a grand 
jury could issue indictments in 
the Kerrigan case next week. 
The deadline for the grand 
jury’s report is March 21. 

“Anything’s possible,” said 
Frink, chief deputy district 
attorney of Multnomah Coun- 
ty. “We’re aiming to report no 
later than the 21st. Other than 
that, we're not malting any 
comments." 

He declined to comment on 


a report in the Oregonian 
newspaper that it was up to 
Multnomah County whether to 
charge Harding because 
Wayne County, Mich., author- 
ities and federal investigators 
had bowed out of the case. 

The USFSA panel has found 
reasonable cause to believe 
Harding was involved with or 
knew of the plot to attack 
Kerrigan, who was struck 
above the right knee with a 
metal police baton in Detroit 
just before the U.S. figure 
skating championships. Hard- 
ing won the event in Kerrigan’s 
absence. 

U.S. district judge Owen 
Partner issued a temporary res- 
training order Wednesday 
blocking the figure skating 
hearing on the grounds that 
7 Harding has not had time to 
prepare a sufficient defence. 
The association said it may 
appeal the judge’s ruling later. 

“I am frustrated and con- 
cerned about the continued de^ 
lays," association President 
Claire Ferguson said. “It de- 
tracts from our ability to run 
the organisation and the pro- 
longed legal proceedings are 
expensive and could ultimately 
take money away from those 
areas of the sport which really 
need it.’’ 

The USFSA and the hearing 
panel “firmly believe that a fair 
and equitable approach to Ms. 
Harding's disciplinary bearing 
has been followed,” the asso- 
ciation said. 

Panner found that the nature 
of the Harding case made it 
impossible for her attorneys to 
prepare a defence by Thurs- 
day. The judge said be did not 
think the association under- 
stood the complexity of the 
legal issues involved. 

Panner has retained jurisdic- 
tion in the case until the two 
sides agree on a new hearing 
date. The USFSA said its re- 
commendation that the hear- 
ing be held within 30 to 45 days 
was rejected by Harding's 
attorneys. 

There will be no Harding- 
Kerrigan showdown in Japan, 
however, Kerrigan has with- 
drawn from the competition. 


Krabbe pregnant to lawyer 


BONN (R) — Fonner world 
sprint champion Katrin Krab- 
be, banned for two years for 
doping, is pregnant to the 
lawyer who has been backing 
her fight to overturn the ban. 

“Katrin wanted to keep it 
secret for another four weeks. 
But there's no point in denying 
it now,” Krabbe’s close adviser 
Thorsten Heuses told the Ger- 
man sports news agency SID 
Friday. “Katrin will say more 
about it herself on Monday.” 

The father of the child is 
Michael Zimmermann, 32. 
The lawyer who has been back- 
ing the former East German 
sprinter’s continuing fight to 


overturn the ban that will keep 
her out of action until August 
next year. The child is due at 
the end of September. 

Krabbe, the 100 and 200 
metres gold medallist at the 
1991 Tokyo Worid Cham- 
pionships, told Germany’s Bild 
newspaper: “My goal remains 
the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta.” 

The 24-year-old German 
and her team mates Grit 
Breuer and Manuela Derr 
were banned by the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration last August after they 
admitted taking the banned 
drug denbuterol in July, 2992. 


Papin 
will leave 
Milan at 
end of 
season 

MILAN (R) — French striker 
Jean-Pierre Papin said Friday 
he would be leaving Italian 
champions AC Milan at the 
end of the season. 

In an interview with sports 
daily “Gazzetta Dello Sport,” 
Papin said: “The situation is so 
dear that even a child could 
understand it. I know now that 
Milan have already decided to 
dump me or, if you wish, Milan 
are now thinking about the 
future, have already planned 
the future and I have no part in 
it... In" any case, I believe" that 
my Milan experience will end 
in June. I still have a year of 
my contract to run but I have 
no illusions about that.” Papin, 
who joined AC Milan from 
French champions Marseille 
for $8.5 million in mid- 1992. 
bas recently struggled to keep 
a first-team place. 

In his first season with Italy's 
champions, Papin scored 13 
goals in 22 league games 


Portuguese clubs square 
up for battle over taxes 




LISBON (R ) — Portuguese 
soccer clubs locked horns with 
the government Friday in pro- 
test at its seizure of Porto's 
stadium as a guarantee against 
unpaid taxes. 

Porto Chairman Jorge Pinto 
da Costa said Thursday night 
that he would refuse to pay any 
debts while the ground, seized 
this week, remained in state 
hands. 

“FC Porto has been insulted 
in a shameful manner ... we 
will not pay a thing while the 
penalty imposed on us re- 
mains,” he said. 

Pinto da Costa received full 
support from Valentim 
Loureiro, chairman of local 
rivals Boa vista and president 
of the League of Portuguese 
Football Cubs, amid press re- 
ports that the government was 
also planning to seize assets at 
several other first division 
clubs. 

“This act will unleash an 


all-out political war which I 
want to avoid.” said Loureiro, 
a leading figure in Portugal's 
ruling Social Democrat Party 
(PSD). 

The tax authorities seized 
Porto's 90.000-capacity Antas 
Stadium in the northern city of 
Oporto on Wednesday after 
the reigning champions failed 
to pay a 201 million escudos 
($1.15 million) tax bill. 

Finance Minister Eduardo 
Catroga said Thursday that this 
was a cautionary measure and 
the government did not plan to 
auction the stadium to raise the 
missing money. 

But be warned that Portu- 
guese football clubs owed 3.5 
billion escudos ($20 million) in 
tax arrears and a further 1.5 
billion ($8.6 million) in social 
security payments and could 
not receive a special exemp- 
tion. 

The seizure of Porto’s sta- 
dium comes as Prime Minister 


Anibal Cavaco Silva is laun- 
ching a crackdown on tax dod- 
gers to boost government re- 
venue. A new director general 
of taxes was appointed this 
week to oversee the process. 

Loureiro accused the gov- 
ernment of bullying soccer 
clubs for non-payment of 
taxes, allegedly widespread in 
Portugal. 

Pinto da Costa said the gov- 
ernment was discriminating 
against regions. “They are 
trying to bring down one of the 
few still refusing to submit to 
the yoke of an increasingly 
centralised power.” 

Politicians across the board 
demanded clarification of the 
government’s move yesterday. 

“Every week companies are 
penalised without such a fu- 
rore,” a finance ministry 
source said. 

Other dubs with huge tax 
debts include Sporting and 
Benfica. 


Olajuwon leads Rockets past Sonics 


HOUSTON, Texas (R) — 
Hakeem Olajuwon scored six 
points in a decisive 8-0 fourth- 
quarter run and led the Hous- 
ton Rockets to a confidence- 
building 87-82 win over the 
NBA-leading Seattle Super- 
souks Thursday. 

The once high-flying Rock- 
ets needed the boost. 

They came into the game 
just 18-15 since a league-best 
22-1 start and last Tuesday 
relinquished first place in the 
Midwest Division to San Anto- 
nio with a loss to the red-hot 
Spurs. 

With the win. Houston took 
back a slight percentage lead 
over San Antonio (.719 to 
.717), although the Rockets 
remained a half-game behind 
the Spurs. 

Houston turned up the de- 
fence to outscore Seattle 44-29 
in the second half. 

“We came together,” said 
Olajuwon. “We realised all we 
have to do is raise our intensity 
on defence and the offence will 
take care of itself.” 

Horry scored 16 points, 
Kenny Smith had 11 and Carl 
Herrera and Sam Cassell each 
added 10 for the Rockets. 

Gary Payton had 19 points 
any Vincent Askew scored 15 
for the Sonics, who had a 
six-game winning streak snap- 
ped. 

The Sonics held a 10-point 
lead at the half, 53-43, but 
Olajuwon made three blocks 
on one possession — two on 
shots by Shawn Kemp and one 
on a jam attempt by Kendall 


Gill, keying a 3-point break by 
Kenny Smith that cut the lead 
to 57-53. 

In the fourth quarter, Ola- 
juwon, who finished with eight 
rebounds and six blocks, ral- 
lied Houston from a 78-73 de- 
ficit to an 81-78 lead with six 
points in a key 8-0 run. 

Cassell sealed the win with 
four free throws in the final 
25.4 seconds. 

Kemp had 14 points and 11 
rebounds and Detlef Schrempf 
chipped in with 12 points and 
11 rebounds for Seattle, which 
shot only 35 per cent from the 
field. 

Seattle played without Ricky 
Pierce and Nate McMillan. 
Pierce is sidelined with bone 
spurs in his foot while McMil- 
lan has a strained abdominal 
muscle. 

At Los Angeles, Vlade Di- 
vac had a triple-double — 22 
points, 17 rebounds and 12 
assists — and Nick Van Exel 
scored 17 points as the Lakers 
continued their domination of 
Dallas with a 106-101 victory 
over the Mavericks. 

The Lakers, who are 3-0 
against Dallas this season, 
have beaten the Mavericks five ; 
straight times and lead the 
all-time series between the 


teams 25-7. 

James Worthy, who scored 
seven of his 14 points in the 
fourth quarter, hit a jumper 
with 7:28 left in the fourth that 
gave Los Angeles the lead for 
good at 92-90. The jumper 
keyed a stretch of eight straight 
Los Angeles points. 

Jim Jackson scored 21 points 
to lead the Mavericks, who 
have dropped six straight 
games. 

Dallas played without lead- 
ing scorer Jamal Mashbum, 
who bas a strained left hip and 
did not make the trip. 

Tim Legler scored 18 points 
and Doug Smith added 13 for 
the league-worst Mavericks (8- 
52). 

At Golden State, Latrell 
Sprewell had 22 points and 
Billy Owens scored .19 and 
added 13 rebounds to lift the 
Warriors to a 100-97 win over 
the Portland Trail Blazers. 

The Warriors, who lost at 
Portland Monday 137-108, ‘ 
stopped Portland’s four-game 
winning streak and dealt the ; 
Blazers just their second loss in 
..their last 12 games. 

• Golden 'Stale beat Portland 
- for only tbe’.secdhd time in its - 
last 12 meetings with the Trail ■ 
Blazers. 


UEFA to decide this month 
whether to oppose Havelange 


BERNE (R) — The European 
Football Union (UEFA) said 
Thursday it would decide at 
the end of the month if it 
would put up its own candidate 
against FIFA President Joao 
Havelange. 

Havelange, Brazilian presi- 
dent of world soccer’s gov- 
erning body since 1974, has 
been under increasing attack 
since he controversially barred 
Pele from taking part in De- 
cember’s draw in Las Vegas for 
this summer's U.S. World Cup 
finals. 

UEFA said in a statement it 


would hold high level talks 
with other confederations 
March 23 in Tunis during the 
African Football Confedera- 
tion's congress. 

“The outcome of these dis- 
cussions with the most impor- 
tant representatives of world 
football will be announced to 
the executive committee at its 
next meeting in Barcelona 
March 30,” the statement said. 

“European football’s sup- 
reme body will then decide 
whether or not it should put 
forward its own candidate for 
the election." 
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{JORDAN RIVER DESIGNS 
EXHIBITION 


§ 


AT 

THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 

On March 13 to 17 
From 10:00am - 8:00pm 

Tel. 656872-628760 ' 



APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Super deluxe apartment consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, large salon, 2 bathrooms and kitchen. 
Location: 6th Circle, near Amra Hotel. 

Please call tel. 813479 


The Glassies! of The Classiest 1 

'fyriito 


Club Restaurant 

• Sweifiyeh f 



Turino reopens after the annual vacation 

q pleasant surprise aouj awaits you 



TUI, 


that 


UXUPLJ 

never seems to end ! 


UJe hove expanded The Restaurant 
and upgraded the menu yet again ..... 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Jean -Claude Van Damme 

HARO TARGET 

Shows: linn. «:"»• *15. *»• ■«*»' 

Adel Emam in 

TERRORIST 

Shows: HfcOII. !2:Jo. 3:00. 5:!KJ K:3i>. 10:30 

CONCORD <1’ 

Sylvester Stallone — in 

Demolition Man 

s.I». 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
Women of Desire 

Shows; 5:311, 7:00, X;45, lU-.tli 
Special film for children 

Dennis The Menace 

Shows: ||:.io u.m.. l:Jo. 3:u0 p »» 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden X Forbidden 

presents a play entitled: 

AI Urn Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Sftaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next play 

Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Conference 

(play) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays, Monday 
and Tuesdays 
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Syrian embassy in Tehran attacked 

NICOSIA (AP) — Explosives were hurled into the grounds of 
the Syrian embassy in Tehran Friday, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) reported. The state -run agency, moni- 
tored in Nicosia, quoted Syria's ambassador in Tehran. 
Ahmad AI Hassan, as saying two explosives landed on the 
jawn of the embassy grounds and caused no damage or injury. 
1KNA referred to the explosives as “sound bombs.” but Radio 
Monte Carlo said in a report from Tehran that two petrol 
bombs were thrown at the embassy. The incident happened as 
Iranians marked “Jerusalem Day” by publicly burning U.S. 
and Israeli flags and vowing to liberate Palestine. Syria, Iran’s 
staunchest Arab ally, has aroused Tehran’s displeasure by 
taking part in peace talks with Israel which Iran has excori- 
ated. IRNA quoted Mr. Hassan as saying the attacker was 
mentally disturbed and was immediately arrested by Iranian 
security forces. 

Slovak parliament ousts Meciar 

BRATISLAVA (AP) — After months of political paralysis, 
the parliament toppled the government of Premier Vladimir 
Medar in a no-confidence vote Friday. Deputies approved the 
motion 78-2, with 70 abstentions, in a secret ballot. A simple 
majority in the 150-seat legislature was needed to oust Mr. 
Medar, who has been widely accused of an overly authorita- 
rian and confrontational style. According to Slovakia's con- 
stortion. President Michal Kovac must dissolve the cabinet and 
designate a premier to try to form a new government. While its 
richer, larger Czech neighbour has bounded ahead with 
post-communist economic reforms, Slovakia has remained 
mired in political feuding since it won independence in the 
peaceful breakup of Czechoslovakia on Jan. 1, 1993. 

Saudi Arabia bans satellite dishes 

MECCA (AP) — Saudi Arabia has banned satellite and other 
devices which pick up imemationaJ channels in an effort to 
regulate what is being watched inside the conservative 
kingdom. The cabinet issued a decree late Thursday prohibit- 
ing the import of satellite dishes and warning violators of fines 
of up to half a million riyals ($133,000). The decree also bans 
decoders and prohibits manufacture of satellite dishes or their 
parts. Before the decree, locally-made dishes were sold for as 
little as 2,000 riyals ($530). Thousands of dishes are estimated 
to be currently in use. They will be seized if found, according 
to the decree. The Ministry of Information will henceforth cull 
pro gram mes from international networks and distribute them 
in the kingdom by cable to ensure what is screened “conforms 
to religions and social values,” the decree said. Satellite dishes 
were never officially allowed, but they were widespread. Their 
popularity surged with Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait, as 
Saadis sought news updates on the crisis and the subsequent 
war. 

Lebanese party says 22 members arrested 

BEIRUT (R) — The hardline Lebanese Forces (LF) group 
said on Friday 22 of its members had been arrested by 
government security forces in the past 24 hours. A statement 
by the LF gave the names of the 22 men and described the 
arrests as illegal and part of a state campaign to crackdown on 
political freedom. Officials were not immediately available for 
comment. The LF statement came one day after Lebanese 
troops took up positions in the village of Ghedras where LF 
chief Samir Geagea maintains his headquarters. Dr. Geagea 
said the deployment of army units in the village was aimed at 
“increasing restrictions’’ on him and his followers. An army 
statement denied the charge and said the move was part of a 
plan to enhance security throughout the country. Dr. Geagea 
is a hardliner who opposes the role of Syria in Lebanon, where 
it has 35,000 troops deployed across two thirds of the country. 

Ethiopian women charged with hijacking 

NAIROBI (R) — A Kenyan -prosecutor charged three 
Ethiopian women Friday with hijacking a Saudi airliner to 
Nairobi, where it was stormed by crack troops who shot a male 
hijacker. Prosecutor Peter Mwangi told Sofia Kadir Moham- 
mad, 20, Fatuma Kaya, 22, and Muna Abdul Kadir Said, 20, 
not to enter their pleas nntil the government ordered him to 
prosecute. Mr. Mwangi told Nairobi's chief magistrate that an 
Ethiopian man, the prime suspect in the hijacking, was being 
held and would be brought to court when he recovered from 
bullet wounds. The magistrate remanded the three Ethiopian 
women in custody until another co*<rt appearance on March 
25. Hie maximum penalty in Kenya for hijacking an aircraft is 
14 years imprisonment. 



Massacre, church blast 
unite rival ideologists 


AL QUDS DAY: Veiled women hold flags Pakistan took part in marking the day, which 
a niAhm nf tlu AI A<«eo Mncniu vm aim martpH in nf other Muslim 


Inscribed with a picture of the AI Aqsa Mosque 
in occupied Jerusalem as they demonstrate in 


was also marked in dozens of other Muslim 
countries, including Iran, Lebanon and Bang- 


Karachi, Pakistan, after Friday prayers marking ladesh, as well as South Africa (AFP photo) 
AI Quds Day. Thousands of protesters across 


Amnesty urges in-depth 
review of Israeli practices 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Amnesty 
International is calling on the 
Israeli government to conduct 
a comprehensive review of the 
way its forces have been polic- 
ing the occupied territories, 
particularly in the light of the 
high number of Palestinian 
civilians killed in the aftermath 
of tiie massacre in Hebron on 
Feb. 25. At least 29 people 
were killed in the Haram AI 
Ibrahimi Mosque in the West 
Bank town by an Israeli settler. 
Up to 31 other Palestinians and 
one Israeli civilian have since 
been shot dead by Israeli 
forces, mostly during demon- 
strations. 

“For over six years we have 
witnessed a pattern of unjus- 
tifiable use of lethal force by 
the army and the paramilitary 
border police in the occupied 
territories,” Amnesty Interna- 
tional said. Firearms have been 
used and killings have taken 
place all too often in situations 
which were not life-threatening 
or daring confrontations that 
could have been avoided. 

“The Israeli government 
should cither adequately train 
these forces in proper crowd- 
control and equip them accor- 
dingly, or they should be with- 
drawn and replaced with ordin- 
ary police already specifically' 
trained and equipped for 
crowd-control.” 

Amnesty International is 
also renewing its call for the 
introduction of effective on- 
rite human rights monitoring in 
the occupied territories. “We 
believe the temporary interna- 
tional presence being discussed 


at the moment between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) must in- 
clude effective on-site human 
rights monitoring.” Amnesty 
International said. 

The human rights organisa- 
tion recommends that moni- 
tors be deployed throughout 
the occupied territories and 
that their mandate should cov- 
er the actions of both Israeli 
and Palestinian law enforce- 
ment officials. The monitors 
should be empowered to take 
up incidents with local author- 
ities and their reports should 
be frequent and public. The 
independence and impartiality 
of their work should be pro- 
tected against any political in- 
terference. 

Further recommendations 
for effective on-site human 
rights monitoring are included 
in the Amnesty International 
report, peace-keeping and hu- 
man rights, issued in January 
1994. The report sets out a 
15-point programme for im- 
plementing human rights in in- 
ternational peace-keeping op- 
erations. 

In a statement to the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission on 
Feb. 1, 1994, Amnesty Inter- 
national called for the develop- 
ment of the on-site human 
rights monitoring function cur- 
rently performed in the occu- 
pied territories by the research 
officers and the refugee affairs 
officers of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency. A 
“temporary international or 
foreign presence” is provided 
for the declaration of princi- 
ples signed in September 1993 


by Israel and the PLO. 

Amnesty International wel- 
comes the establishment by the 
Israeli Government, on Feb. 
27, of a judicial inquiry into the 
Hebron massacre, chaired by 
Meir Sham gar. The organisa- 
tion has urged the government 
to ensure that relevant interna- 
tional standards are fully re- 
spected in conducting such an 
inquiry. 

Amnesty International also 
welcomes the government’s 
commitment to prevent any 
repetition of the massacre of 
Feb. 25. However, it is con- 
cerned that the measures taken 
in this respect have included 
the administrative detention, 
without charge or trial, of five 
Israeli settlers, four of whom 
are now reported to have been 
arrested. 

“We fully appreciate the au- 
thorities' concerns, but we 
oppose the admi mstratfve "de- 
tention of political prisoners 
regardless of the identity of 
those on whom it is imposed: 
political prisoners should be 
tried promptly and fairly or 
released,” Amnesty Interna- 
tional said. The organisation 
continues to appeal for all 
Palestinian administrative de- 
tainees also to be tried prompt- 
ly and fairly or be released. 

Amnesty International re-, 
mains gravely concerned at 
threats of arbitrary reprisals by 
Palestinian armed groups. The 
organisation is again calling on 
them to respect basic principles 
of humanitarian law and not to 
commit human rights abuses 
such as killings of civilians. 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Islamists, and 
pan- Arab nationalists, long at 
loggerheads, are unifying their 
ranks following last month's 
attack on the Ibrahimi mosque 
in Hebron and the subsequent 
attack on a Maronite church in 
Lebanon. 

“The February events were 
not the only reason why the 
front, which is a coalition of 
two parties, was formed but it 
was the final push,” said the 
bead of the powerful Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), Dr. Isbak 
Farhan. 

Earlier tins week the IAF 
and a relatively new and 
obscure political party, the 
National Action Front (NAF), 
announced that they were 
“‘coalition partners’ resisting 
Zionist designs and new world 
order strategies to disrupt the 
middle eastern region.” The 
NAF comprises mostly hard- 
line pan-Arab nationalists 
many of whom were outlawed 
in Jordan before democratic 
reforms were introduced 

“One of our main aims,” 
said Mr. Farhan, “is to make 
clear that there is no real con- 
tradiction between Islam and 
the essence of western civilisa- 
tion. These are superficial dif- 
ferences which are being play- 
ed up by those who think they 
will benefit from a confronta- 
tion.” 

“There is an obvious effort 
to blacken the face of the 
Arabs and the Muslims in the 
world and our coalition aims at 
fighting this campaign of 


hatred against Islam and the 
Arab people," he added. 

The coalition is open ‘‘to all 
those parties and groups winch 
wish to join.” said an IAF 
member Thursday. While no 
dear “strategies” to counter 
the “anti-Islamk and Arab 
propaganda” had been drawn 
up as of yet, “preparatory 
meetings were” in the malting, 
according to IAF officials. 

None of the NAF officials 
could be reached for comment. 

The coalition joins the most- 
ly secular pan-Arab activists 
and the largest Islamic party in 
Jordan. A source dose to the 
groups said that the recent 
attempts to smudge the “image 
of Arabs in the West” bad 
contributed to die formation of 
the coalition. 

“The world trade centre 
affair, the unfair treatment of 
the accused and the verdict 
agains t them was one of the 
main points of concern, but 
this is one of many anti-Arab 
smear campaigns that we want 
to counter,” said the source. 

The charge that two Libyans 
Mew up a Pan- Am airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, the 
continued sanctions against 
Iraq, the '“media campaigns” 
against Arab and Muslim gov- 
ernments in Sudan, Somalia as 
well as recent moves by the 
French authorities to curb the 
movement of Arabs living in 
France were all mentioned as 
international issues that led to 
'the forming of the coalition, 
raid the source dose to the 
NAF. The NAF was the 21st 
party to receive official licens- 
ing in Jordan this January. 


Arabs say Israel-France 
defence pact ill-timed 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel and 
France on Thursday signed 
their first defence cooperation 
accord since 1967 but Palesti- 
nians mourning the victims of 
the Hebron mosque massacre 
said the tinting could not have 
been worse. 

“The signing of this agree- 
ment is not a way to approve 
the terrorist act in Hebron;” 
Freiffcft Defence Minister Fran- 
cois Leotard told reporters af- 
ter endorsing the pact on milit- 
ary technology research and 
development with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Palestinian leader Faisal AI 
Husseini earlier told Mr. 
Leotard at a meeting in Arab 
East Jerusalem it was not the 
right moment for this type of 
agreement. He said Palesti- 
nians needed more security but 
Israel did not need more 
weapons. 

It was the first defence coop- 
eration agreement since the 
1967 Middle East war when 
President Charles de Gaulle 
imposed an arms embargo on 
the Jewish state. Mr. Leotard 


was the first French defence 
minister ever to visit Israel. 

“The French people and 
people in the world feel anger 
after the massacre in Hebron 
because tins is an act which 
could break the peace process 
and break the necessary trust - 
between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians,” Mr. Leotard said at a 
news conference. 

“The only possible alterna- 
tive to violence is not the status 
quo, but negotiations.” he 
said. 

“France offered the Palesti- 
nians cooperation on security 
and on administration for a 
future self-government along 
with economic aid. Mr. 
Leotard said the French gen- 
darmerie were willing to train 
Palestinian policemen. 

France supported an inter- 
national presence in the occu- 
pied territories to ensure 
Palestinian security, he 
added. 

Both Israel and France 
hailed the accord as an impor- 
tant step in rebuilding bilateral 
relations. 


Rabin’s track record fails to meet the need of the day 


By Michael Jansen 


FACED with the crisis pre- 
cipitated by the Hebron mas- 
sacre, Israeli Premier Yit- 
zhak Rabin has refused to 
take the bard decisions which 
could both renew the peace 
process and curb extremist 
settlers in the occupied terri- 
tories. And it is clear that 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
scheduled to meet with Rabin 
next week in Washington, 
■will press the Israeli premier 
to take measures demanded 
by the PLO to provide secur- 
ity for the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories in the 
aftermath of the Hebron 
massacre. 

World public opinion's re- 
vulsion against such settlers 
and the guilt felt by a con- 
siderable constituency in 
Israel offered Rabin, his ally 
the U.S. and the more even- 
handed European Union the 
opportunity to promptly pro- 
vide Palestinians in the occu- 
. pied territories with some 
form of protection, disarm 
the most violent settler 
groups and place the issue of 
settlements on the negotiat- 
ing table. But none of these 
things happened, forcing a 
reluctant PLO to suspend 
formal negotiations with 
Israel because of the anger 
and anguish felt by Palesti- 
nians in tTte occupied territor- 
ies. 

But did the world, the 
Arabs and the PLO expect 
Rabin to meet the political 
challenge posed by the Heb- 
rew. '.Vj-.y-.T. 

A rei-dirg :*is. : . 

and career would seem to 
indicate that he is not up to 
meeting such a challenge in 
an imaginative and 
courageous manner. 

Yitzhak Rabin is not a man 
of "vision” but a "cautious” 


man. too obsessed with every 
detail of every aspect of a 
proposal to have taken a 
quick, dramatic decision 
which could have trans- 
formed the crisis created by 
the Hebron massacre into an 
opportunity to contain the 
settlers and reinvigorate the 
peace process. 

Bom in Jerusalem in 1922. 
Rabin became Israeli premier 
twice: in 1974, and 1992. But 
he is not really a politician. 
He reached the premiership 
on both occasions by travell- 
ing along the military rather 
than the political (rack. In 
1974 Rabin was the “clean” 
soldier who could clear up 
the mess in the army exposed 
by Israel’s failure to predict 
the Ramadan war and in 1992 
he was the soldier “obsessed 
with security” who, in die 
words of Israeli journalist 
Orit Galili. “uses an iron fist 
towards the Arabs but at the 
same time presents a peace 
plan.” Alihough elected on a 
“peace ticket” and in spite of 
progress on the peace front, 
he remains dominated by 
military considerations and 
has, personally, drawn out 
the negotiations between the 
PLO and Israel in order to 
get what he, personally, 
wants on every point. In so 
doing he has also destroyed 
both the credibility of the 
negotiating process and 
undermined the PLO's credi- 
bility as his negotiating part- 


jiio ii:e pic-aijte 
Palmach. its elite fighting 
force. As commander for the 
Hard brigade he tried to lift 
the Arab seige of Jerusalem 
in the spring of 194S. He rose 
to chief-of-staff bv 1967. but 


in the days before the June 
war suffered a nervous break- 
down which caused him to 
ask Ezer Weizman. then air- 
force chief, to take over his 
responsibilities. Weizman re- 
fused and overall command 
of the Israeli forces was 
assumed by General Moshe 
Dayan, appointed defence 
minister a few days before 
Israel’s attack on Egypt. Af- 
ter capturing the West Bank 
and mopping up Egyptian re- 
sistance in Sinai. Dayan side- 
lined Mr. Rabin to order the 
Israeli assault on the Golan, 
an action Rabin opposed. 

Rabin was sent t.o 
Washington as Israel’s 
ambassador in the late sixties 
and formed firm personal 
bonds with both the then 
president. Richard Nixon, 
and George Bush. He was in 
Washington during the Octo- 
ber 1973 war. the first initi- 
ated by the Arabs catching 
Israel unawares and unpre- 
pared. At this critical junc- 
ture he was able to serve 
Israel by ensuring a flow of 
weapons and spare parts to 
its army. An-j when he went 
back home he was free of the 
taint of failure which 
attached itself to the generals 
who were responsible for the 
failure of Israeli intelligence 

tw pivv.x ....'.'m.*. - WUt 1 

attack. 

Following the fall of Golda 
Meir’s Labour government. 
Rabin became premier. In 
spite of the fact that the 
post-1973 war scene offered 
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red to try, to quote him. “to 
gain time” in order to secure 
for Israel a “better situation” 
for making a settlement. He 
refused to consider an advan- 
tageous peace plan proposed 


by the PLO because he was 
not prepared to negotiate 
with the “terrorist” organisa- 
tion. Meanwhile, he re- 
sponded to increasing press- 
ure from the right-wing ultra- 
Zionist constituency by per- 
mitting the extremist Gush 
Emunim. “Block of the 
Faithful.” movement to 
establish its first settlement 
near Nablus. The stated aim 
of the Gush was to squat 
illegally in Palestinian-owned 
property. Rabin's authorisa- 
tion of Gush colonisation 
amounted to a departure for 
Labour which had allowed 
kibbutzim and moshavim to 
set up 32 “security” settle- 
ments in the occupied terri- 
tories but had attempted to 
block what it called “political 
settlements," that is mes- 
sianic or ideological settle- 
ments. Dr. Baruch Gold- 
stein, the settler who perpe- 
trated the massacre at Heb- , 
ron, was a member of Kach, 
whose members have joined 
Gush Emunim colonies in the 
West Bank. 

ANALYSIS 


Rabin’s first period in 
office was characterised by a 
failure to adhere to Labour 
policy, political drift and cor- 
ruption. His government was 
brought down by revelations 
that his wife, Leah, had an 
illegal bank account in the 
U.S. His successor as head of 
the Labour party. Shimon 
Peres. Rabin's long-time 


tvsiJii'. uad been a man of 
vision who had seized the 
opportunities presented in 
.1974-75 he probably would 
have been able to secure the 
support of the Israeli public 
opinion for the peace process 


launched in the aftermath of 
the 1973 war. At that time 
the Knesset was dominated 
by moderates (who held 61 
seats against 43 for the 
hawks); the shift to a hawk 
majority took place in the 
fateful election of 1977 which 
Peres lost (the spread being 
62 hawks. 49 moderates and 
nine doves). 

Rabin opposed the 1982 
war in Lebanon before it was 
launched by the Likud 
although he did not join the 
few personalities to come out 
in opposition after the Israeli 
army crossed into Lebanon 
and besieged the capital. He 
said he could “live with a 
24-hour bombardment of 
Beirut," while Israeli aircraft 
conducted a 12-day blitz 
against the half a million peo- 
ple in the western half of the 
city. 

Rabin displayed similar 
sang froid when the intifada 
began in December 1987. As 
defence minister he called 
upon his soldiers to beat de- 
monstrators and break 
Palestinian bones. He also 
revived the then suspended 
practices of blowing up 
houses and deportation. 
When he became premier, he 
resumed his iron fist tactics 
for suppressing Palestinian 
resistance to the occupation, 
deported 415 Palestinians on 
Dec. 17. 1992, and intro- 
duced the “terroristic" prac- 
tice of deploying tanks to 
bring down the houses of 
Palestinian “suspects” in- 
stead of explosive charges, 
jx-jvjnn »he iron fist 
Rabin’s 

army was ordered not to 
shoot settlers who were 
attacking “residents of the 
territories (Palestinians) or 
anyone else (including other 
soldiers or Israelis).” It is 
dear that such treatment en- 


couraged extremists to be- 
lieve they were invindble and 
could do anything they 
wanted in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Rabin's Knesset shifted 
from hawk to moderate 
domination, with bis coali- 
tion commanding 61 secular 
seats, inducting at least two 
dozen Israeli Jewish doves 
along with five Arab seats. 
Also allied to the moderate 
camp is the Sephardi Sh as 
ultra-orthodox party, with six 
seats; its spiritual leader. 
Rabbi Ovadia Joseph, is 
“dovish” on the peace front. 
This leaves the hardline 
hawks of the Likud and its 
allies with 43 seats, not 
enough to block Rabin if he 
were to make serious conces- 
sions in the peace process, 
concessions which would cre- 
ate a momentum towards an 
overall agreement favoured 
by the large "dovish” consti- 
tuency in both the Labour 
Party and the country. 

But Rabin has demons- 
trated throughout his career 
that he was better at execut- 
ing policies set by others than 
initiating his own. 

In Jnne 1948, Rabin was 
the officer in command of the 
army unit charged by the 
then Premier David Ben Gu- 
rion with the task of prevent- 
ing the landing on a Tel Aviv 
beach of the Altalena, an 
Irgun ship carrying arms to 
wage war against the govern- 
ment which was trying to 
disarm the Zionist extrem- 
ists. His men opened fire on 
the ship, setting it alight, 
killing 15 Irgunists. Many 
years later Ben Gurion asked 
him if he regretted this action 
and Rabin replied; “If I re- 
ceived an order from the 
government of Israel , I would 
carry it out.” So far Rabin, 
who considers extremist Jew- 


ish settlers living in the midst 
of Palestinian towns “mines 
waiting to explode,” has re- 
fused to entertain the idea of 
moving them out of these 
areas. Unlike in 1948, when 
Ben Gurion ruled the roost in 
Israel, there is no man of 
vision issuing orders to re- 
move and disarm extremists; 
only a “man of details.” 

It is ironic that Rabin has 
to count on the support of 
Bill Clinton, his Secretary of 
State. Warren Christopher 
and National Security Advis- 
er Anthony Lake to deflea 
pressure on Israel to take 
action against extremist set- 
tlers. This is because Rabin, 
an old friend of Clinton’s 
predecessor George Bush, 
deeply distrusted Clinton be- 
cause he and his two top 
advisers were seen by Israelis 
as heirs to Jimmy Carter, 
who forced Israel to make 
concessions in negotiations 
with Egypt. However, since 
coming to office. Clinton and 
his team have demonstrated 
their total commitment to 
Israel by undermining the 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solution of Dec. 18, 1992, 
demanding the immediate 
and unconditional return of 
the 415 Palestinians expelled 
by Israel the previous day, by 
sustaining financial aid to 
Israel at previous levels in 
spite of the recession in the 
U.S. and by watering down 
the terms of a Security Coun- 
cil resolution on the Hebron 
massacre and postponing a 
vote until such a resolution 
was acceptable to Israel, the 
perpetrator of the massacre, 
and using the U.S. veto to 
blackmail the PLO into re- 
suming talks with Israel “un- 
conditionally’' and on the 
basis of “business as usual/’ 
in spite of the Hebron mas- 
sacre. 



Sotheby’s marks 
250th anniversary 

LONDON (AP) — Sothebyls- 
was planning to celebrate 
250th anniversary in style Fri- 
da y — with a giant cake deli* 
vered to the auction house by 
horse-drawn carriage. “The ■ 
birthday means we are part at 
a tradition. How many bus- 
tinesses are 250 years old?” 
said New Yorker Diana’ 
Brooks, who was appointed a 
year ago . to preside over : 
Sotheby's and to keep the firm . 
out in front of Christie's, its 
closest rival in the fine-art auc- • 
tion business. For the past 1 1 
years it has been controlled by 
A. Alfred Taubman. a Micfyr 
gan real estate developer.. 
Sotheby's dates its fundation 
from March 11. 1744. when: 
bookseller Samuel Baker sold _ 
a gentleman’s library. The 457 
volumes were described as; 
“several hundred scarce and 
valuable books in all branches. 
of polite literature/' and they- 
brought in £826, then about; 
$4,000. The firm's name comes : 
from Baker's newphew. John 
Sotheby, who became a part- 
ner in the company. Through . 
its main salerooms in New. 
York City and London and in, • 
11 other countries, Sotheby's! 
auction sales last vear realised 1 . 
SI. 32 billion (£879 million). 
Despite the recession, the re- - 
suits were up from SI. 132 bil- 
lion (then £640 million) in 
1992. Books__rem3ined the: 
firm's chief business for mort • 
than a century. Christie's . 
founded 1766. was always the t 
first choice of the nobilit; .• 
when aristocrats wanted to sel 1 
their works of art. 

Aspirin fittfehefp • " 
for pregnancy 
disease 

LONDON (R) — Aspirin ? i 
low doses does not, as hoped, 
prevent one of the most 
dangerous problems of pre- 
gnancy. Pre-eclampsia. But ir 
does reduce the risk by about 
25 per cent, a report said Fri- 
day. Pre-eclampsia, marked by 
high blood pressure, swelling 
of the limbs and kidney dam- 
age, is the most common dis- 
ease of pregnancy. Symptoms 
include headaches, nausea and 
vomiting and left untreated, 
pre-eclampsia can lead to 
eclampsia, an extremely 
dangerous condition which is 
often fatal- A study involving 
doctors and midwives at 213 
hospitals in 26 countries found 
no evidence to support earlier 
reports that taking small doses 
of aspirin prevents the iilnesS. 
But the report in. the Lancet 
medical journal said it did re- ' 
duce the chances of a woman 
suffering from the disease. , 
“Overall, low-dose aspirin re- 
duces the likelihood of a ' 
woman suffering pre-eclampsia - 
by only about one-quarter.” 
the Lancet report on the col- 
laborative low-dose aspirin 
study in pregnancy {CLA^f?) 
said. But the report said the 
study, based on examining the 
effects of aspirin in 9.364 
women between 1988 and 
1992, found that aspirin was 
safe for both pregnant women 
and foetuses. 

Girl who divorced 
parents returns 
to them 

TAMPA. Fla. (R) — Kimberb 
Mays, the teenager who legal!' 
“divorced" her biological pa’ 
rents seven month ago. ha 
apparently returned to them ft 
efforts to resolve some person 
al problems. In a case tha 
garnered headlines worldwide 
Mays, now 15, severed all legr 
ties with her parents. Em ei 
and Regina Twigg. last yeat> 
saying she wanted to live onl- 
as the daughter of the man w£ : 
had reared her from child 
hood, Robert Mays. Kimberl' 
eft the Mays home in Sarasof: 
last week and moved into’. ;. 
TMCA shelter for trouble;- 
youths. The Tampa Triburt 
reported Wednesday. She \'t?' 
the shelter Tuesday aftemob 
and went with the Twiggs a 
their home in Serbing in sou£ 
central Florida. 50 miles (P 
«n) from Sarasota. Soured 
ciose to the Twiggs said she " 
expected to enroll at the Ser 
tng High School, but autho.. 
tries there said she has not v# 
registered at the school. rS 
Peterson, a friend who wi 
watching the Twiggs' honie $ 
Sebnng, said the family hi 
left town fot a few 'dal 
!PP^="«y to shield Kimbef 
from publicity. Lawyer Ge0 | 
^tod, heTamp > news J 
er teenager is haring of 
P robIernS unrelated | 
C^S-nmmng custody baf 
between her biological pare! 
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